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The  Profile 
of  a  Prophet 


by  Elder  Hugh  B.  Brown 
of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 

I  should  like  to  support  and  bear  witness  to  the 
claim  that  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  as  it  was  taught 
by  him  and  his  apostles  in  the  meridian  of  time  was 
restored  in  the  state  of  New  York  in  1830  by  Jesus 
the  Christ,  and  was  organized  under  his  direction 
through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  I  should  like  to 
give  some  reasons  for  this  faith  and  attempt  to  justify 
my  allegiance  to  the  Church.  Perhaps  I  can  do  this 
best  by  referring  to  an  interview  I  had  in  London, 
England,  in  1939,  just  before  the  outbreak  of  World 
War  II. 

I  had  met  a  very  prominent  English  gentleman,  a 


For  Course  12,  lesson  13  (December  6),  "The  Role  of  a  Prophet"; 
for  Course  14,  lessons  14  and  17  (January  10,  31),  "Verifying  Revela- 
tion" and  "Nature  and  Mission  of  a  Prophet";  for  Course  16,  lesson 
18  (January  24),  "Knowledge  Beyond  Price";  for  Course  28,  lesson 
16  (January  10),  "Come  Listen  to  a  Prophet's  Voice";  for  Course  30, 
lesson  12  (December  6),  "Priesthood  and  the  Church";  and  of  general 
interest. 

*  Reprinted  from  October,  1967,  general  conference  reports,  as  pub- 
lished in  The  Improvement  Era,  December,  1967. 


member  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  formerly  one 
of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  Britain.  In  a 
series  of  conversations  on  various  subjects,  "vexa- 
tions of  the  soul,"  he  called  them,  we  talked  about 
business  and  law;  about  politics,  international  rela- 
tions, and  war;  and  we  frequently  discussed  religion. 

He  called  me  on  the  phone  one  day  and  asked  if 
I  would  meet  him  at  his  office  and  explain  some 
phases  of  my  faith.  He  said,  "There  is  going  to  be  a 
war,  and  you  will  have  to  return  to  America,  and  we 
may  not  meet  again."  His  statement  regarding  the 
imminence  of  war  and  the  possibility  that  we  would 
not  meet  again  proved  to  be  prophetic. 

When  I  went  to  his  office,  he  said  he  had  been  in- 
trigued by  some  things  I  had  told  about  my  church. 
He  asked  me  if  I  would  prepare  a  brief  on  Mormon- 
ism  and  discuss  it  with  him  as  I  would  discuss  a  legal 
problem.  He  said,  "You  have  told  me  that  you  believe 
that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet  and  that  you  be- 
lieve that  God  the  Father  and  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
appeared  to  him  in  vision." 

A  "Brief"  for  the  Restoration 

"I  cannot  understand,"  he  said,  "how  a  barrister 
and  solicitor  from  Canada,  a  man  trained  in  logic  and 
evidence  and  unemotional  cold  fact,  could  accept 
such  absurd  statements.  What  you  tell  me  about 
Joseph  Smith  seems  fantastic,  but  I  wish  you  would 
take  three  days  at  least  to  prepare  a  brief  and  permit 
me  to  examine  it  and  question  you  on  it." 

I  suggested  that,  as  I  had  been  working  on  such 
a  brief  for  more  than  50  years,  we  proceed  at  once  to 
have  an  examination  for  discovery,  which  is,  briefly,  a 
meeting  of  the  opposing  sides  in  a  lawsuit  where  the 
plaintiff  and  defendant,  with  their  attorneys,  meet 
to  examine  each  other's  claims  and  see  whether  they 
can  find  some  area  of  agreement  and  thus  save  the 
time  of  the  court  later  on. 

I  said  perhaps  we  could  find  some  common  ground 
from  which  we  could  discuss  my  "fantastic  ideas." 
He  agreed,  and  we  proceeded  with  our  "examination 
for  discovery." 

Because  of  time  limitations,  I  can  only  give  a  con- 
densed or  abbreviated  synopsis  of  the  three-hour  con- 
versation that  followed.  I  began  by  asking,  "May  I 
proceed,  sir,  on  the  assumption  that  you  are  a  Chris- 
tian?" 

"I  am." 

"I  assume  that  you  believe  in  the  Bible — the  Old 
and  New  Testaments?" 

"I  do!" 

"Do  you  believe  in  prayer?" 

"I  do!" 

"You  say  that  my  belief  that  God  spoke  to  a  man 
in  this  age  is  fantastic  and  absurd?" 

{Continued  on  following  page.) 
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"To  me  it  is." 

"Do  you  believe  that  God  ever  did  speak  to  any- 
one?" 

"Certainly,  all  through  the  Bible  we  have  evi- 
dence of  that." 

"Did  he  speak  to  Adam?" 

"Yes." 

"To  Enoch,  Noah,  Abraham,  Moses,  Jacob,  and 
to  others  of  the  prophets?" 

"I  believe  he  spoke  to  each  of  them." 

"Do  you  believe  that  contact  between  God  and 
man  ceased  when  Jesus  appeared  on  the  earth?" 

"Certainly  not.  Such  communication  reached  its 
climax,  its  apex  at  that  time." 

"Do  you  believe  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  the 
Son  of  God?" 

"He  was." 

"Do  you  believe,  sir,  that  after  the  resurrection  of 
Christ,  God  ever  spoke  to  any  man?" 

He  thought  for  a  moment  and  then  said,  "I  re- 
member one  Saul  of  Tarsus  who  was  going  down  to 
Damascus  to  persecute  the  saints  and  who  had  a 
vision,  was  stricken  blind,  in  fact,  and  heard  a  voice." 

"Whose  voice  did  he  hear?" 
"Well,"  he  said,  "the  voice  said,  T  am  Jesus  whom 
thou  persecutest:  it  is  hard  for  thee  to  kick  against 
the  pricks.'  " 

"Do  you  believe  that  actually  took  place?" 

"I  do." 

"Then,  my  Lord" — that  is  the  way  we  address 
judges  in  the  British  commonwealth — "my  Lord,  I 
am  submitting  to  you  in  all  seriousness  that  it  was 
standard  procedure  in  Bible  times  for  God  to  talk  to 
men." 

"I  think  I  will  admit  that,  but  it  stopped  shortly 
after  the  first  century  of  the  Christian  era." 

"Why  do  you  think  it  stopped?" 

"I  can't  say." 

"You  think  that  God  hasn't  spoken  since  then?" 

"Not  to  my  knowledge." 

"May  I  suggest  some  possible  reasons  why  he  has 
not  spoken.  Perhaps  it  is  because  he  cannot.  He  has 
lost  the  power." 

He  said,  "Of  course  that  would  be  blasphemous." 
"Well,  then,  if  you  don't  accept  that,  perhaps  he 
doesn't  speak  to  men  because  he  doesn't  love  us  any- 
more.   He  is  no  longer  interested  in  the  affairs  of 
men." 

"No,"  he  said,  "God  loves  all  men,  and  he  is  no 
respecter  of  persons." 

"Well,  then,  if  you  don't  accept  that  he  does  not 
love  us,  the  only  other  possible  answer  as  I  see  it  is 
that  we  don't  need  him.   We  have  made  such  rapid 


strides  in  education  and  science  that  we  don't  need 
God  anymore." 

And  then  he  said,  and  his  voice  trembled  as  he 
thought  of  impending  war,  "Mr.  Brown,  there  never 
was  a  time  in  the  history  of  the  world  when  the  voice 
of  God  was  needed  as  it  is  needed  now.  Perhaps  you 
can  tell  me  why  he  doesn't  speak." 

My  answer  was,  "He  does  speak,  he  has  spoken; 
but  men  need  faith  to  hear  him." 

Characteristics  of  a  Prophet 

Then  we  proceeded  to  examine  what  I  may  call  a 
"profile  of  a  prophet." 

,  We  agreed  that  any  man  who  claims  to  be  a 
prophet  should  have  at  least  the  following  character- 
istics: 

1.  He  will  boldly  but  humbly  declare,  "God  has 
spoken  to  me." 

2.  His  message  will  be  dignified,  intelligent,  ear- 
nest, and  honest,  but  he  will  not  necessarily  be  a 
learned  person. 

3.  He  will  make  no  spiritualistic  claims  of  com- 
munion with  the  dead,  no  clairvoyance  or  legerde- 
main. 

4.  Generally  he  will  be  a  young  man  such  as 
Samuel;  a  man  having  good  parentage  and  associates. 

5.  His  message  must  be  reasonable  and  scrip- 
tural. 

6.  He  will  be  fearless  and  positive,  unmindful  of 
current  opinion  and  the  creeds  of  the  day. 

7.  He  will  make  no  concessions  to  public  opinion 
or  its  effect  upon  himself  or  his  reputation  or  per- 
sonal fortune. 

8.  His  message  must  be  current,  unusual,  but 
historically  consistent. 

9.  He  will  simply  but  earnestly  tell  what  he  has 
seen  and  heard. 

10.  His  message,  not  himself,  will  be  important 
to  him. 

11.  He  will  boldly  declare,  "Thus  saith  the 
Lord!" 

12.  He  will  predict  future  events  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  events  that  he  could  not  control,  events 
that  only  God  could  bring  to  pass. 

13.  His  message  will  be  important  not  only  for 
his  generation  but  for  all  time,  like  the  messages 
of  Daniel,  Ezekiel,  and  Jeremiah. 

14.  He  will  have  courage,  fortitude,  and  faith 
enough  to  endure  persecution  and,  if  necessary,  to 
give  his  life  for  his  testimony,  and  be  willing  to  seal 
his  testimony  with  his  blood  as  did  Peter  and  Paul. 

15.  He  will  denounce  wickedness  fearlessly  and 
be  rejected  and  ridiculed  therefor. 
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16.  He  will  do  superhuman  things,  things  that 
only  a  man  inspired  of  God  could  do. 

17.  The  consequence  of  his  teachings  will  be  con- 
vincing evidence  of  his  prophetic  calling:  "By  their 
fruits  ye  shall  know  them." 

18.  His  word  and  message  will  live  after  him. 

19.  All  of  his  teachings  will  be  scriptural.  In  fact, 
his  words,  writings,  and  message  will  become  scrip- 
ture. "For  the  prophecy  came  not  in  old  time  by  the 
will  of  man:  but  holy  men  of  God  spake  as  they  were 
moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost."  (2  Peter  1:21.) 

I  believe  Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet  of  God  be- 
cause he  gave  to  this  world  some  of  the  greatest  rev- 
elations of  all  time.  I  believe  that  he  was  a  prophet 
of  God  because  he  foretold  many  things  that  have 
come  to  pass,  things  that  only  God  could  bring  to 
pass. 

John,  the  beloved  disciple  of  Jesus,  declared, 
". . .  the  testimony  of  Jesus  is  the  spirit  of  prophecy." 
(Revelation  19:10.)  If  Joseph  Smith  had  the  testi- 
mony of  Jesus,  he  had  the  spirit  of  prophecy;  and  if 
he  had  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  he  was  a  prophet.  I 
submitted  to  my  friend  that,  as  much  as  any  man 
who  ever  lived,  the  Prophet  Joseph  had  a  testimony 
of  Jesus,  for,  like  the  apostles  of  old,  he  saw  him  and 
heard  him  speak;  and  like  them  he  gave  his  life  for 
that  testimony.  I  know  of  no  one  who  has  given  more 
convincing  evidence  of  the  divine  calling  of  Jesus 
Christ  than  did  Joseph  Smith. 

The  Book  of  Mormon 

I  believe  Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet  because  he 
did  many  superhuman  things.  One  was  translating 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  which  is  a  history  of  the  ancient 
inhabitants  of  America.  Some  people  will  not  agree, 
but  I  submit  that  Joseph  Smith  in  translating  the 
Book  of  Mormon  did  a  superhuman  work.  I  ask  any- 
one to  undertake  to  write  the  story  of  the  ancient 
inhabitants  of  America,  to  write  as  he  did  without 
any  source  material.  He  must  include  in  the  story  54 
chapters  dealing  with  wars,  21  historical  chapters,  55 
chapters  on  visions  and  prophecies  (and  remember, 
when  the  writer  begins  to  write  on  visions  and  proph- 
ecies, he  must  have  the  record  agree  meticulously 
with  the  Bible) .  He  must  write  71  chapters  on  doc- 
trine and  exhortation,  and  here  too,  he  must  check 
every  statement  with  the  scriptures  or  he  will  be 
proved  to  be  a  fraud.  He  must  write  21  chapters  on 
the  ministry  of  Christ,  and  everything  the  writer 
claims  Jesus  said  and  did  and  every  testimony  he 
writes  in  the  book  about  him  must  agree  absolutely 
with  the  New  Testament. 

I  ask,  would  anyone  like  to  undertake  such  a 
task?  I  point  out,  too,  that  he  must  employ  figures 
of  speech,  similes,  metaphors,  narration,  exposition. 


description,  oratory,  epic,  lyric,  logic,  and  parables. 
I  ask  the  writer  to  remember  that  the  man  who  trans- 
lated the  Book  of  Mormon  was  a  young  man  who  had 
very  little  schooling,  and  yet  he  dictated  that  book  in 
just  a  little  over  two  months  and  made  very  few,  if 
any,  corrections.  For  over  one  hundred  years  some 
of  the  best  students  and  scholars  of  the  world  have 
been  trying  to  prove  from  the  Bible  that  the  Book  of 
Mormon  is  a  fraud,  but  not  one  of  them  has  been  able 
to  prove  that  anything  in  it  was  contrary  to  the  scrip- 
tures, the  Bible,  the  word  of  God. 

The  Book  of  Mormon  not  only  declares  on  the 
title  page  that  its  purpose  is  to  convince  Jew  and 
Gentile  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Eternal  God,  but 
this  truth  is  also  the  burden  of  its  message. 

In  Third  Nephi  it  is  recorded  that  multitudes  of 
people  testified,  "We  saw  him,  we  felt  of  his  hands 
and  his  side,  we  know  he  is  the  Christ.  .  .  ."  (See  3 
Nephi  11:14-15.) 

Organization  of  the  Church 

Joseph  Smith  undertook  and  accomplished  other 
superhuman  tasks.  Among  them  I  list  the  following: 
He  organized  the  Church.  (I  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  no  constitution  effected  by  human  ingenu- 
ity has  survived  one  hundred  years  without  modifica- 
tion or  amendment,  even  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  The  basic  law  or  constitution  of  the 
Church  has  never  been  altered.)  He  undertook  to 
carry  the  gospel  message  to  all  nations,  which  is  a 
superhuman  task  and  is  still  progressing  with  acceler- 
ated speed.  He  undertook,  by  divine  command,  to 
gather  thousands  of  people  to  Zion.  He  instituted 
vicarious  work  for  the  dead  and  built  temples  for  that 
purpose.  He  promised  that  certain  signs  should  fol- 
low the  believers.  There  are  tens  of  thousands  of 
witnesses  who  certify  that  this  promise  has  been 

fulfilled. 

I  said  to  my  friend,  "My  Lord,  I  cannot  under- 
stand your  saying  to  me  that  my  claims  are  fantastic. 
Nor  can  I  understand  why  Christians  who  claim  to 
believe  in  Christ  would  persecute  and  put  to  death 
a  man  whose  whole  purpose  was  to  prove  the  truth 
of  the  things  they  themselves  were  teaching,  namely, 
that  Jesus  is  the  Christ.  I  could  understand  their 
persecuting  Joseph  if  he  had  said,  T  am  Christ,'  or 
if  he  had  said,  'There  is  no  Christ,*  or  if  he  had  said 
that  someone  else  is  Christ;  then  Christians  believ- 
ing in  Christ  would  be  justified  in  opposing  him. 

"But  what  he  said  was,  'Him  whom  ye  claim  to 
believe  in,  declare  I  unto  you'— paraphrasing  what 
Paul  said  in  Athens,  'Whom  therefore  ye  ignorantly 
worship,  him  declare  I  unto  you.'  (Acts  17:23.) 
Joseph  said  to  the  Christians  of  his  day,  'You  claim 
to  believe  in  Jesus  Christ.   I  testify  that  I  saw  him 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
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and  I  talked  with  him.    He  is  the  Son  of  God,  the 
Redeemer  of  the  world.  Why  persecute  me  for  that?' 

Four  Fundamental  Truths 

"When  Joseph  came  out  of  the  woods  where  he 
had  this  vision,  he  had  learned  at  least  four  funda- 
mental truths,  and  he  announced  them  to  the  world: 
first,  that  the  Father  and  the  Son  are  separate  and 
distinct  individuals;  second,  that  the  canon  of  scrip- 
ture is  not  complete;  third,  that  man  was  actually 
created  in  the  image  of  God;  and  fourth,  that  the 
channel  of  communication  between  earth  and  heaven 
is  open,  and  revelation  is  continuous." 

The  judge  sat  and  listened  intently.  He  asked 
some  very  pointed  and  searching  questions;  and  at 
the  end  of  the  interview  he  said,  "Mr.  Brown,  I  won- 
der if  your  people  appreciate  the  import  of  your 
message.  Do  you?"  He  said,  "If  what  you  have  told 
me  is  true,  it  is  the  greatest  message  that  has  come 
to  earth  since  the  angels  announced  the  birth  of 
Christ." 

This  was  a  learned  judge  speaking,  a  great  states- 
man, an  intelhgent  man.  He  threw  out  the  challenge, 
"Do  you  appreciate  the  import  of  what  you  say?"  He 


added:  "I  wish  it  were  true.  I  hope  it  may  be  true. 
God  knows  it  ought  to  be  true.  I  would  to  God,"  he 
said,  his  voice  trembling,  "that  some  man  would  ap- 
pear on  the  earth  and  authoritatively  say,  'Thus  saith 
the  Lord.'  " 

As  I  intimated,  we  did  not  meet  again.  I  have 
mentioned  very  briefly  some  of  the  reasons  why  I  be- 
lieve that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet  of  God.  But 
undergirding  and  overarching  all  that,  I  say  from  the 
very  center  of  my  heart  that  by  the  revelations  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  I  know,  and  you  may  know,  that  Joseph 
Smith  was  a  prophet  of  God.  While  the  evidences  I 
have  mentioned  and  many  others  that  could  be  cited 
may  have  the  effect  of  giving  one  an  intellectual  con- 
viction, only  by  the  whisperings  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
can  one  come  to  know  the  things  of  God.  By  those 
whisperings  I  say  I  know  that  Joseph  Smith  is  a 
prophet  of  God.  I  thank  God  for  that  knowledge.  I 
pray  that  you  may  in  humility  ask  him  whether  it  be 
true,  and  I  promise  you  that  he  will  respond  and  that 
you  will  know  from  the  warmth  in  your  heart  that 
what  I  have  said  this  morning  is  God's  eternal  truth. 
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WHY 
DON'T 
YOU . . .? 


hy  John  0.  Simonsen* 


When  I  was  a  lad  of  16,  I  worked  in  my  father's 
lumberyard.  One  hot  summer  afternoon  as  I  re- 
turned home  from  work,  I  passed  the  home  of 
Ephraim  Dunn,  a  man  whom  I  respected  and  in  fact 
almost  idolized,  not  only  because  of  his  fine  moral 
character,  but  for  the  many  material  things  of  life 
which  he  possessed  and  seemed  to  enjoy. 

Brother  Dunn  was  sitting  on  his  front  porch,  en- 
joying a  cool  drink.  He  called  out  an  invitation  to 
me  to  join  him,  which  I  gratefully  accepted.  He 
asked  me  my  age.  When  I  said  16,  he  said  that 
when  he  was  16  years  old  he  had  worked  for 
one  of  the  railroads.  Everyone  on  the  job  except 
him  smoked  cigars.  One  day  he  thought  to  himself, 
"If  these  men  can  afford  to  spend  that  much  money 
for  cigars,  just  to  blow  up  in  smoke,  why  shouldn't 
I  do  something  with  the  comparable  amount  which  I 
save  from  not  smoking?"  Accordingly,  each  day  he 
would  deposit  the  money  he  saved  in  a  small  box  in 
his  dresser  drawer.  Soon  the  box  was  full;  then  he 
filled  another.  It  was  truly  surprising  how  fast  the 
money  piled  up. 

One  day  his  father  told  him  there  was  to  be  a 


For  Course  10,  lesson  12  (November  29),  "Responsibility  for 
Choices — Every  Choice  Has  a  Consequence";  for  Course  12,  lesson  11 
(November  22),  "Using  Riches  Wisely";  for  Course  18,  lesson  18 
(January  31),  "The  Kingdom  First";  for  Course  26,  lesson  12  (No- 
vember 15),  "Seek  Ye  After  the  Best";  for  Course  28,  lessons  13  and 
18  (December  13,  January  24),  "A  Father's  Teachings  and  Blessings" 
and  "Respect  for  Holy  Law";  to  support  family  home  evening  lesson 
12;  and  of  general  interest. 
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tax  sale  on  some  pieces  of  property  and  suggested 
he  take  his  "tobacco  money"  and  buy  a  small  lot.  He 
did,  and  this  was  the  beginning  of  many  such  invest- 
ments for  him. 

"Now,"  he  said,  "through  this  self-discipline  and 
with  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  which  came  as  a  result, 
I  am  enjoying  good  health  and  many  other  good 
things  of  life." 

Brother  Durm  was  a  happy  man,  successful  in 
business,  active  in  church,  and  a  fine  community 
leader.  He  made  the  observation  that  most  of  his 
associates  who  had  worked  with  him  on  the  railroad 
were  now  either  dead  or  still  working  at  a  taxing, 
routine  job.  Then  he  added,  "You  seem  to  be  a 
bright  young  man.  Why  don't  you  get  a  tobacco 
box?" 

I  took  his  counsel,  and  it  would  really  surprise 
you  what  our  family  has  been  able  to  do  with  our 
"tobacco  money"  over  the  past  fifty  years.  It  has 
helped  us  to  make  some  fine  investments,  finance 
delightful  trips,  buy  beautiful  things  for  our  home, 
and  it  has  helped  out  in  times  of  need.  We  stiU  keep 
our  "tobacco  box,"  an  ever-present  source  of  revenue 
from  a  good  habit  begun  long  years  ago. 

*John  O.  Simonsen,  founder  of  Inter-Mountain  Lumber  Company 
and  a  former  president  of  the  Australia  South  Mission,  presently 
serves  as  a  sealer  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple  and  a  Sunday  School 
teacher  in  Monument  Park  12th  Ward,  Monument  Park  (Utah)  Stake. 
His  wife  is  Velma  Nebeker.  The  couple  have  four  children. 
Library  File  Reference:  SUCCESS. 
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We  Are  All  His  Children 


by  Reed  H.  Bradford 


.  .  .  My  judgment  is  just;  because  I  seek  .  .  .  the 
will  of  the  Father  which  hath  sent  me. 

—John  5:30. 

As  human  beings  we  often  tend  to  think  of  other 
persons  in  terms  of  the  particular  groups  to  which 
they  belong.  Many  times  the  general  image  we  have 
of  such  groups  is  a  negative  one.  We  think  of  this  or 
that  group  as  being  lazy,  money-gouging,  old-fash- 
ioned, or  straight-laced.  Thus  the  single  individual 
who  is  a  member  of  such  a  group  is  also  judged  as 
having  the  same  negative  characteristics. 

But  this  may  well  be  an  unjust  judgment.  Each 

For  Course  14,  lesson  13  (January  3),  "Man's  Part  in  Revelation"; 
for  Course  16,  lesson  16  (January  10),  "The  Treasures  of  the  Earth"; 
for  Course  18,  lesson  16  (January  10),  "Spiritual  Guidance";  for 
Course  26,  lesson  23  (January  10),  "Speaking  Words  of  Purity";  for 
Course  28,  lesson  13  (December  13),  "A  Father's  Teachings  and  Bless- 
ings"; to  support  family  home  evening  lesson  23;  and  of  general 
interest. 


person  is  an  individual  in  his  own  right.  In  many 
ways  each  is  unique.  Every  child  of  our  Heavenly 
Father  has  divinity  within  him. 

And  when  the  final  assignment  of  all  men  and 
women  to  some  kingdom  in  heaven  is  made,  they 
will  not  be  judged  on  the  basis  of  what  groups  they 
belonged  to.  Each  one  will  be  evaluated  on  the  basis 
of  his  own  individual  character. 

A  whole  new  vista  of  enriching  possibilities  opens 
to  our  soul  when  we  think  of  another  person  as  our 
brother  or  sister — a  child  of  the  same  divine  Father. 

ASCENDING  THE   MOUNTAIN^ 

Scene: 

An  Indian  college  student  (John)  is  at  his  reser- 


^Written  by  James  C,  Peterson,  whose  father  is  a  white  man  and 
whose  mother  is  an  Indian. 
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vation.  He  is  home  for  the  summer.  He  is  talking 
with  his  grandfather.  They  are  seated  at  the  kitchen 
table.  It  is  evening  and  warm.  The  doors  and  win- 
dows are  open;  a  gentle  breeze  blows  over  the  two 
figures.  They  are  home  alone.  The  familiar  night 
noises  full  of  memories  are  filtering  into  the  room. 
There  is  with  them  comfort,  serenity,  peace.  It  could 
have  been  a  thousand,  two  or  three  thousand  years 
ago.  Time  seems  as  nothing;  it  has  no  meaning.  The 
old  and  the  young  seem  to  have  met  in  a  moment 
suspended,  timeless,  eternal.   ... 

The  two  have  talked  of  many  things,  but  we 
see  them  only  sitting,  gazing  beyond  the  open  door- 
way into  the  night.  John  breaks  the  long,  sweet 
silence.  ... 

John: 

You  tell  me  of  wonderful  things,  Grandfather, 
of  the  old  way  and  what  should  be.  ...  I  am  going 
to  college.  Soon  I  must  leave.  I  have  come  before 
you  this  night  and  heard  you  tell  of  my  forefathers. 
Those  stories  have  stirred  me,  in  here.  (He  gestures 
toward  his  breast.)  But  what  about  college?  Does 
my  getting  a  college  educatitan  mean  anything  to 
you?  What,  Grandfather,  will  I,  your  grandson,  be 
to  you  with  a  college  degree? 


What  else? 


Grandfather  : 

You  will  be  my  grandson. 

John: 

Excuse  me,  Grandfather,  but  I  mean  to  ask  more 
as  to  what  I  am  to  do  with  my  education.  It  seems 
to  me  that  I  do  not  need  a  college  degree  to  be  an 
Indian,  to  know  the  old  ways,  to  love  my  heri- 
tage. ...  I  am  becoming  nothing  but  a  white  man. 
...  I  am  confused.  It  seems  I  am  required  to  be 
two  people.    Grandfather,  what  do  I  do? 

(His  grandfather  then  tells  him  of  his  own  experi- 
ence when  he  himself  was  young  and  went  to  a  white 
man's  school.  He  was  frightened  and  lonely,  and  the 
very  first  day  he  ran  away.) 

Grandfather: 

...  I  ran  and  ran.  Of  course,  I  didn't  know  where  I 
was  going.  I  was  soon  into  some  long  stretches  of 
brush  and  trees  along  a  creek  and  was  lost  sight  of 
by  .  .  .  the  school  men.  (He  tells  how  he  continued 
to  run  until  he  was  exhausted  and  finally  lost  con- 
sciousness, and  how  he  was  eventually  found  and 
returned  to  the  school,  where  he  spent  five  years  of 
his  life.  Then  he  says  he  returned  home.) 

...  I  knew  that  I  was  different.  I  could  read 
and  write,  I  had  learned  a  trade.  I  was  anxious  to 
get  back  home  to  help  my  people  understand  the 
white  man's  ways  I  had  learned,  some  of  which  I 
supposed  were  good  for  Indians.  ... 


When  I  did  return  home,  I  went  about  trying  to 
tell  my  people  that  they  should  be  educated  the 
white  way.  I  tried  to  explain  to  them  the  advantages 
of  the  more  comfortable,  convenient  way  of  life  that 
the  white  man  had.  But  my  advice  fell  on  deaf  ears. 
Soon  I  began  listening  to  the  old  people.  ...  As  I 
listened,  I  heard  the  old  men  talk  of  the  problems  of 
human  hurt,  failure,  cruelties,  and  irresponsibility. 
They  labored  together  to  find  solutions  to  these  prob- 
lems. One  day  they  asked  me  if  the  white  man  had 
such  problems.  When  I  said  he  had,  I  was  asked  why 
I  supposed  the  white  way  was  better  than  ours. 

I  believe  it  was  that  question  that  stopped  the 
winds  of  my  life  from  blowing  in  every  direction.  .  .  . 
The  question  penetrated  my  whole  spirit.  I  felt  hol- 
low and  undone  inside.  In  response  to  the  question 
asked  of  me,  I  asked  myself  another,  over  and  over 
again:  "What  is  a  man  then?  What  is  an  Indian,  a 
white  man?  Who  am  I?  Who  am  I  ...  ?"  I  was 
shocked  and  hurt  that  I  had  no  answer  for  myself. 
I  needed  to  be  alone  to  think. 

It  was  storming  the  night  I  went  into  the  moun- 
tains: rain,  thunder,  lightning  and  wind.  The  wind 
was  fierce  and  seemed  to  hurl  me  deep  into  our 
mountain  fastness  of  mystery  and  gloom. 

I  don't  know  how  far  I  had  hiked,  but  I  was  just 
below  the  timberline  when  the  sun  broke  from  the 
eastern  sky  and  splashed  light  all  across  the  tops  of 
our  mountains.  While  I  had  been  inside  of  me  like 
the  night  storm  outside  of  me,  I  suddenly  felt  lifted 
up — even  to  the  tops  of  our  mountains.  I  knew  I 
had  to  go  to  the  great  yellow  peak  there  above  me. 
I  even  imagined  that  it  called  my  name,  so  rich  was 
the  emotion  of  my  experience. 

When  I  reached  the  top  of  the  mountain,  I  was 
exhausted.  I  felt  pins  of  numbness  all  over.  I  was 
dizzy  and  was  reminded  of  my  run  long  ago  up  the 
creek  near  the  school,  but  now  I  was  joyful.  Some- 
how, I  was  beginning  to  recognize  myself.  I  was  not 
lost  and  frightened.  I  was  different,  much  different, 
from  the  boy  .  .  .  who  ran  himself  into  unconscious- 
ness going  nowhere. 

There  I  was.  I  had  won  the  mountain.  .  .  .  But 
not  by  running  wildly  and  blindly  up  a  creek.  No! 
By  following  the  path  of  the  sun;  not  by  looking 
stubbornly  into  the  sun  and  seeing  nothing,  but  by 
looking  to  the  lighted  peaks  and  stepping  onto  them 
in  the  brightness  of  newborn  day!  I  was  born  again, 
not  an  Indian  nor  a  white  man  but  a  Man!  An  in- 
dividual!   A  son  of  God! 

From  the  mountain  I  could  see  that  a  man  must 
live  in  the  world,  not  just  on  the  reservation.  .  .  . 

Now,  my  grandson,  I  have  told  you  a  great  mys- 
tery   that   you   may    fully   understand   simply    by 
(Concluded  on  page  405.) 
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MILESTONES 
FOR  ME 

(ANOTHER   DIMENSION   OF  THE   RELEVANCY   OF  THE   BOOK   OF    MORMON) 


by  Neal  A.  Maxwell 


Each  of  us  needs  to  be  able  to  measure  his  per- 
sonal progress  against  some  unchanging  standards 
if  he  is  serious  about  pursuing  the  path  of  the  Mas- 
ter— however  glacial  the  pace  may  seem.  The  Book 
of  Mormon  provides  milestones  for  the  modern  Mor- 
mon in  a  variety  of  ways — milestones  that  will  have 
a  different  relevance  for  each  of  us. 

Checkbook  ChrisHans 

Jacob  urges  each  of  us:  "Think  of  your  breth- 
ren like  unto  yourselves,  and  be  familiar  with  all 
and  free  with  your  substance,  that  they  may  be  rich 
Hke  unto  you."  (Jacob  2:17.)  The  principle  of  im- 
parting of  our  "substance"  after  we  know  what 
others  specifically  need  is  a  concept  that  ought  to  be 
operative  in  our  lives  today.  Nor  is  our  substance 
limited  to  material  goods.  Others  often  need  fellow- 
shipping  more  than  food,  rapport  with  another  hu- 
man more  than  raiment. 

The  size  and  specialization  of  our  social  environ- 
ment today  often  result  in  our  touching  others  with- 
out feeling  them,  knowing  others  as  functions  rather 
than  as  humans.  Ours  is  an  environment  in  which 
indifference  is  institutionalized,  and  in  which  it  is 
easy  to  fulfill  one  of  Moroni's  prophecies  about  our 
times  when  he  said  that  we  would  let  those  with 
obvious  needs  "pass  by  you,  and  notice  them  not.'' 
(Mormon  8:39.)  It  is  a  special  challenge  for  a  Mor- 
mon in  megalopoUs  to  "notice''  his  brothers  and  to 
be  "familiar"  with  their  needs.  We  have  so  often 
depersonalized  our  assistance  to  others  that  we  might 

<.r„.-^°J'  Co^se  12,  lessons  14  to  16  (December  27  to  January  10), 
^J'^^.,?™P°"ance  of  Righteous  Desire,"  "King  Benjamin,  a  Man  of 
Humility  and  Sincerity."  and  "The  Mission  of  Jesus  Christ— A  Mes- 
sage to  King  Benjamin";  for  Course  14,  lessons  7  and  16  (November 
1.  January  24),  "God's  Character"  and  "Other  Scriptures";  for 
Course  16,  lessons  14  and  15  (December  27,  January  3),  "Father's 
^pS?'^^^?.  *°f  Man's  Joy";  for  Course  18,  lesson  18  (January  31); 
The  Kingdom  First";  for  Course  26,  lessons  17  and  27  (November 
29,  January  31),  *  Learning  to  Love"  and  "How  We  Look  at  Others"; 
for  Course  28,  lesson  18  (January  24),  "Respect  for  Holy  Law";  to 
support  family  home  evening  lessons  17  and  27;  and  of  general 
interest. 


be  called  "checkbook  Christians."  Through  our  taxes 
and  offerings  we  can  unintentionally  move  away 
from  the  personal  acts  of  brotherhood  which  Jacob 
and  Mormon  prescribed. 

We  can  also  model  after  the  works  of  our  pred- 
ecessors who  at  one  stage  were  accurately  described 
as  ".  . .  distinguished  for  their  zeal  towards  God,  and 
also  towards  men"  and  as  "perfectly  honest  and  up- 
right in  all  things."  (Alma  27:27.) 

Our  capacity  to  develop  empathy  which  leads  to 
action  can  be  measured,  in  part,  by  the  lofty  stan- 
dards advanced  in  the  Nephite  scriptures,  which 
prescribe  a  high  level  of  integrity  in  our  interpersonal 
relations. 

Our  Prayers 

The  Book  of  Mormon  perceptively  reminds  us 
that  even  our  prayers  to  God  for  help  in  striving  to 
do  better  are,  in  a  sense,  self-serving,  for  God  does 
not  need  to  be  flattered;  he  does  not  need  informa- 
tion from  us;  we  need  his  help  in  raising  our  per- 
formance level.  Nephi  urges  us  as  follows: 

"...  Ye  must  not  perform  any  thing  unto  the 
Lord  save  in  the  first  place  ye  shall  pray  unto  the 
Father  in  the  name  of  Christ,  that  he  will  consecrate 
thy  performance  unto  thee,  that  thy  performance 
may  be  for  the  welfare  of  thy  soul.  (2  Nephi  32:9.) 
Properly  motivated,  prayerfully  prepared,  we  are 
blessed  by  our  "performance."  Of  a  truth,  when  we 
do  as  God  commands,  "he  doth  immediately  bless" 
us.  (Mosiah  2:24.)  While  we  do  not  receive  blessings 
except  by  obedience  to  God's  laws,  his  ratio  of  re- 
wards to  obedience  is  clearly  a  generous  one. 

A  Loving  Father 

Our  God  is  a  loving  Father  who  desires  our  hap- 
piness. He  is  not  some  distant  force  in  the  universe 
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who  desires  us  to  be  forever  "jumping  hurdles"  mere- 
ly to  please  and  to  amuse  him.  He  is  a  teacher  as 
well  as  a  loving  Father  who  desires  us  to  draw  closer 
to  him  with  our  every  act  and  thought — if  we  but 
will.  In  a  way,  the  characterization  of  the  Father's 
voice  as  he  introduced  his  son  Jesus  Christ  to  the 
Nephite  multitude  is  very  significant.  God's  voice 
was  described  as  "not  a  harsh  voice,  neither  ...  a 
loud  voice,"  but  one  which  "did  pierce  them  that 
did  hear  to  the  center  ...  to  the  very  soul,  and  did 
cause  their  hearts  to  burn."  This  is  an  omnipotent 
but  caring  and  loving  Father  introducing  his  Son 
whom  he  loves  to  his  other  children  whom  he  also 
loves.  By  studying  the  ways  Nephite  prophets  de- 
veloped a  personal  relationship  with  God,  we  too  can 
draw  closer  to  God — forming  a  personal  relationship 
with  our  Father  that  transcends  in  integrity  and 
richness  our  relationship  with  our  fellowmen. 

Keeping  Our  Testimonies  Alive 

Life  with  its  ironies  and  stress,  the  standards  of 
the  Church,  the  evaluations  we  sometimes  receive — 
all  combine  to  provide  for  each  of  us  ample  feed- 
back on  our  failures  and  multiple  chances  to  learn. 
When  we  are  guilty  of  error,  we  will  feel  pain: 
"Wherefore,  the  guilty  taketh  the  truth  to  be  hard, 
for  it  cutteth  them  to  the  very  center."  (1  Nephi 
16:2.)  How  we  cope  with  those  cuts  to  "the  very 
center"  of  our  self-esteem  is  one  way  of  telling  how 
well  we  are  doing.  "He  that  refuseth  instruction 
despiseth  his  own  soul:  but  he  that  heareth  reproof 
getteth  understanding."  (Proverbs  15:32.) 

Those  who  have  planted  the  seed  of  the  gospel 
and  have  worked  to  grow  a  tree  of  testimony  often 
neglect  to  nourish  that  tree.  We  do  this  at  our  peril, 
for  "when  the  heat  of  the  sun  cometh  and  scorcheth 
it,"  we  may  "pluck  it  up  and  cast  it  out,"  thinking 
the  tree  has  no  value.  (See  Alma  32:38.)  Each  of  us 
will  have  our  own  experiences  that  will  constitute 
the  coming  of  "the  heat  of  the  sun,"  and  these  ex- 


periences will  most  likely  come  to  us  when  we  least 
want  them  or  are  least  prepared! 

The  gospel  has  a  rolling  relevancy  to  life  if  we 
search  the  scriptures  regularly.  Unstudied,  unap- 
plied, and  dormant  doctrines  will  seem  to  wither  and 
shrink  in  importance  and  relevance,  but  this  is  the 
atrophy  that  precedes  indifference  or  apostasy. 
Keeping  the  tree  of  testimony  alive,  according  to 
Alma,  requires  "faith  .  .  .  diligence  .  .  .  patience, 
and  long  suffering."  (See  Alma  32:43.)  For  those  of 
us  who  have  been  blessed  with  testimonies.  King 
Benjamin  sums  it  up  well  in  terms  of  what  we  must 
do  to  "retain  in  remembrance  the  greatness  of  God," 
and  promises  us  that  if  we  do  these  things: 

1.  We  will  grow  in  the  knowledge  of  God  and  of 
"that  which  is  just  and  true." 

2.  We  will  not  be  inclined  to  injure  others  but 
"to  live  peaceably  and  render  to  every  man  ...  his 
due." 

3.  We  will  care  for  our  children  and  teach  them 
"to  love  one  another,  and  to  serve  one  another." 

4.  We  will  succor  those  who  need  us,  including 
the  poor,  administering  our  substance  accordingly. 
(SeeMosiah4:ll-16.) 

In  conclusion,  what  could  be  more  relevant  than 
a  gospel  whose  consequences  are: 

1.  An  understanding  of  God  and  man, 

2.  justice  and  truth, 

3.  peace, 

4.  love  and  service  to  others,  including  a  response 
to  poverty, 

5.  and  happy  homes? 

Little  wonder  then  that  it  is  said  of  Jesus  that 
he  "advocate th  the  cause  of  the  children  of  men." 
(Moroni  7:28.)  He  is  the  only  real  and  perfect  friend 
mankind  has! 

I  so  testify  humbly  and  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 
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WE  ARE  ALL  HIS   CHILDREN    {Concluded  from  page  40S.) 

ascending  the  mountain.    But  until  then,  you  will 
continue  to  wonder  if  you  are  white  or  Indian. 

John: 

My  Grandfather,  I  do  not  know  what  to  say.  I 
feel  so  .  .  .  so  .  .  .  somehow  clean  inside,  and  out- 
side I  feel  as  if  I  were  standing  under  a  glacier-fed 
waterfall  on  the  mountain  where  you  were.  But  in 
my  mind  and  heart  I  am  hot,  I  am  burning.   I  feel 


as  though  I  was  there  on  that  mountain  long  ago 
with  you.  What  does  youth  say  when  it  sees  the 
great  things  age  has  given?  I  feel  I  should  be  silent 
for  a  thousand  years.  But  at  the  same  time  I  want  to 
shout  from  the  mountaintop  that  I  am  born  again; 
that  I  see  life  all  new  and  fresh;  that  perhaps  I  am 
even  becoming  a  man — a  son  of  God. 
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Climb  That 
Mountain! 


by  E.  Albert  Rosenvall* 

I  have  learned  to  believe  in  God.  I  believe  in  him 
sincerely  and  truly.  Not  only  do  I  believe  in  the 
existence  of  God,  I  also  believe  that  he  plays  a  great- 
er part  in  our  lives  than  is  usually  recognized.  I  am 
convinced  that  on  many  occasions  he  comes  to  our 
aid,  often  without  his  help  being  solicited.  I  first 
became  aware  of  this  through  a  remarkable  experi- 
ence as  a  boy  15  years  of  age.  It  impressed  me  deep- 
ly, so  much  so  that  the  experience  remains  fresh  in 
my  memory  today,  despite  the  passing  years. 

Climb  That  Mountain 

I  awakened  early  that  memorable  June  morning 
— my  first  morning  in  the  cabin  my  father  had  rented 
in  the  beautiful  mountain  area  near  Provo,  Utah, 
where  we  were  to  spend  our  annual  vacation.  I  had 
been  looking  forward  to  this  day,  the  first  of  a  long- 
awaited  holiday.  I  could  not  have  realized  then  what 
a  traumatic  experience  awaited  me. 

I  had  decided  to  go  fishing.  There  was  a  good 
trout  stream  not  far  from  our  cabin,  so  I  assembled 
my  gear  and  started  off,  looking  forward  to  the  fun 
of  catching  wily  trout.  But  I  wasn't  successful.  Oh, 
there  were  fish  in  the  stream  all  right — I  could  see 
them  in  the  deep,  shady  pools.  But  either  the  trout 
weren't  hungry,  or  I  was  using  the  wrong  kind  of  fly. 
I  finally  tired  of  my  fruitless  efforts  and  started  back 
to  the  cabin  for  lunch. 

I  had  already  noticed  that  morning  a  very  invit- 
ing trail  that  seemed  to  follow  along  by  the  creek 
where  it  was  shady  and  cool.  Since  the  day  was  quite 
warm,  I  decided  to  explore  this  path  on  my  way 
home.  As  I  walked  along,  my  attention  was  drawn  to 
the  mountains  which  rose  up  on  both  sides,  several 
thousand  feet  above  the  canyon  floor.  I  was  im- 
pressed by  their  rugged  beauty  as  well  as  their  tow- 
ering height.  Then,  as  I  looked  up  at  the  mountain 
which  formed  the  south  wall  of  the  canyon,  it  seemed 
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as  though  someone  or  something  was  urging  me  to 
climb  that  mountain! 

Now  I  had  always  enjoyed  mountain  climbing — 
in  fact,  it  was  one  of  my  favorite  sports.  But  that 
day  seemed  too  warm  for  climbing,  so  I  argued 
against  the  urge.  "What  do  I  want  to  climb  up  there 
for?"  I  asked  myself.  I  decided  to  ignore  the  feeling 
and  continued  my  hike  along  the  stream. 

I  had  not  proceeded  far,  however,  when  again  I 
felt  the  urge  to  climb  the  mountain.  This  time  it 
came  so  strongly  that  it  seemed  as  though  a  voice 
was  commanding,  "Climb  that  mountain!" 

I  still  hesitated.  But  finally,  as  I  stood  there 
meditating,  I  decided  to  follow  the  urge  and  climb 
the  mountain. 

Three  Frightened  Children 

The  lower  slopes  of  the  mountain  were  gentle  and 
heavily  wooded;  but  as  I  climbed  above  the  timbered 
area,  I  discovered  that  the  mountain  was  even  more 
steep  and  rugged  than  it  had  appeared  from  below. 
I  had  to  use  my  hands  as  well  as  my  feet  to  make 
much  progress  up  those  slopes  of  weathered  stone, 
bisected  as  they  were  by  frowning  cliffs  and  deep 
ravines.  Unmelted  winter  snows  still  lay  in  shaded 
places,  and  I  heard  the  murmur  of  running  water 
as  it  trickled  down  to  feed  the  stream  below. 

As  I  continued  to  climb,  I  felt  also  an  urge  to 
"hurry!"  I  redoubled  my  efforts,  pausing  only  to 
catch  my  badly  needed  breath.  As  I  recall,  it  took 
me  nearly  an  hour  to  reach  the  summit.  I  was  out 
of  breath  and  wet  with  perspiration.  I  don't  know 
what  I  had  expected  to  find  there,  or  if  I  had  ex- 
pected to  find  anything  at  all,  but  I  was  not  pre- 
pared for  the  sight  that  met  my  eyes.  For  there, 
sitting  upon  a  rock,  were  three  frightened  children 
whose  faces  showed  signs  of  recent  tears.  I  recall 
asking  myself,  "How  in  the  world  did  these  kids  get 
up  here?" 

After  I  had  gotten  over  the  initial  shock  of  find- 
ing the  children  and  had  allayed  their  fears  some- 
what, they  told  me  that  they  had  climbed  up  there 
by  themselves,  but  that  when  they  had  reached  the 
top  and  looked  down  from  that  lofty  height,  they 
were  frightened  and  did  not  dare  attempt  the  return 
journey.  I  could  appreciate  their  predicament.  Moun- 
tainsides are  not  nearly  so  difficult  to  climb  up  as 
they  are  to  climb  down.  Looking  up  while  climbing 
a  mountain  that  is  steep  and  rough  is  not  nearly  so 
terrifying  to  the  inexperienced  as  looking  down  from 
the  summit. 

The  Rock  Slide 

The  eldest  of  the  three  children  was  a  girl  about 
ten  years  of  age.  With  her  was  a  sister  of  eight  and  a 
brother  of  six.  They  were  staying  with  their  parents 
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in  one  of  the  cabins  down  below  and  had  left  their 
mother  that  morning  "just  to  go  for  a  walk."  And 
what  a  walk  it  had  turned  out  to  be! 

In  casting  about  to  see  how  I  might  get  them 
safely  down  from  the  mountain,  I  soon  discovered 
that  I  would  have  to  seek  a  less  difficult  course 
than  the  one  I  used  in  coming  up.  I  did  a  bit  of 
exploring  and  mapped  out  in  my  mind  what  seemed 
to  be  an  easier  way  down,  and  hand  in  hand  we 
started  out.  I  didn't  have  a  rope  to  tie  us  together, 
so  holding  hands  was  the  best  safety  measure  I  could 
think  of. 

All  seemed  to  go  well  until  we  came  to  a  place 
where  it  was  necessary  to  cross  a  rock  slide.  As  we 
were  doing  so,  the  little  boy  slipped,  and  breaking 
loose  from  our  grasp,  started  to  slide  down  the 
mountainside.  It  happened  so  quickly  that  he  was 
out  of  reach  before  I  could  catch  him.  We  stood 
there  in  terror,  expecting  him  to  be  swept  over  the 
precipice  to  his  death.  And  he  surely  would  have 
been  had  he  not  managed  to  catch  hold  of  a  small 


bush  growing  within  a  few  feet  of  where  the  sliding 
rocks  were  pouring  over  the  cliff.   What  a  reliefl 

But  now  I  had  another  problem — how  to  get  the 
boy  back  to  safer  ground.  Cautioning  the  other  two 
children  to  stay  put,  I  started  down  to  rescue  the 
stranded  lad.  Fortunately,  most  of  the  loose  rock 
had  gone  over  the  cHff  in  the  slide  precipitated  by 
the  scrambUng  boy,  so  I  was  able  to  make  my  way 
down  to  where  he  was  clinging  in  white-faced  terror 
to  the  only  bush  growing  on  that  particular  slope. 

Back  on  firmer  ground,  we  resumed  our  precari- 
ous journey.  The  slide  experience  had  frightened 
us  so  that  we  held  more  tightly  to  each  other  as  we 
went  along.  I  had  elected  to  follow  a  series  of  ridges, 
or  "hog's  backs,"  as  they  are  called,  and  this  course 
took  us  down  to  the  canyon  floor,  a  mile  or  two 
from  where  I  had  started  up — but  only  after  several 
hours  of  strenuous  effort,  filled  with  anxiety.  During 
that  long  afternoon  there  were  many  times  when  I 
wondered  if  we  were  going  to  make  it,  but  as  I 
thought  about  it  later,  I  realized  that  I  should  not 
have  questioned.  I  should  have  known  that  the  same 
One  who  had  "urged"  me  to  climb  that  mountain 
would  also  see  us  safely  down.  I  had  not  been  sent 
to  fail,  but  to  succeed. 

More  Important  Than  Sparrows 

By  the  time  we  arrived  at  the  cabin  where  the 
children  were  staying,  it  was  nearly  sundown.  The 
mother  came  to  the  door  and  asked,  "Where  have 
you  children  been  all  day?  I've  been  looking  for  you 
high  and  low.  Come  and  get  washed  up  for  supper." 
It  didn't  seem  right  to  me  that  the  remarkable  experi- 
ences of  that  eventful  day  should  be  dismissed  so 
casually,  with  such  a  commonplace  remark,  but  such 
was  the  case.  And  because  I  could  think  of  nothing 
fitting  to  say,  I  turned  away  without  offering  any 
explanation.  Just  how  much  those  children  were  able 
to  tell  their  parents  of  the  experiences  we  had  lived 
through  that  day  I  do  not  know,  for  I  never  saw 
them  again. 

I  have  often  wished  I  could  remember  their 
names,  but  I  suppose  that  is  not  important;  nor  was 
it  important  that  they  thank  me  for  my  part  in 
their  rescue.  What  was  important  to  me  was  the 
fact  that  I  had  been  made  aware  of  a  great  truth — 
God  is  interested  in  our  well-being  and  often  inter- 
cedes in  our  lives. 

Are  not  jive  sparrows  sold  for  two  farthings,  and 
not  one  of  them  is  forgotten  before  God?  .  .  .  Fear 
not  therefore:  ye  are  of  more  value  than  many  spar- 
rows. (Luke  12:6-7.) 

And  so,  at  the  close  of  that  most  eventful  day, 
it  was  I  who  said  a  very  fervent,  Thank  You. 


Art  by  Dale  Kilbourn. 
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That  Loseth  His  Life . . . 
Shall  Find  It 
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-MATTHEW  10:39. 


by  President  Paul  H.  Dunn 
of  the  First  Council  of  the  Seventy 


He  was  a  big  f iellow,  about  6  feet  4  inches  tall,  and 
weighing  220  pounds — an  all- American  boy  from  the 
physical  standpoint.  He  was  attending  the  Univer- 
sity of  Southern  California  on  a  four-year,  fully  paid 
football  scholarship.  And  he  had  a  right;  he  had 
earned  it.  Everybody  clamored  for  him.  I  think  he 
could  have  gone  to  any  one  of  sixty  colleges. 

But  he  had  one  problem — he  thought  he  was  the 
only  thing  that  existed.  And  as  he  walked  around 
the  campus  he  gave  that  air  and  authority.  The  only 
reason  he  came  to  the  LDS  Institute  was  that  I 
taught  a  class  at  noon  with  28  girls  in  it  and  two 
boys.   That  was  his  motivation. 

He  used  to  time  his  entrance  into  the  class  for 
just  following  the  opening  prayer.  He  would  plop 
down  on  the  back  row,  put  his  feet  up  on  an  adjoin- 
ing chair,  and  then  a  sneer  would  form  on  his  face 
which  suggested,  "Brother  Dunn,  Fm  here.  I  dare 
you  to  teach  me." 

Did  you  ever  see  a  student  like  that?  It  is  a  real 
challenge  to  a  teacher,  I  promise  you.  Try  as  I  would 
— I  put  on  floor  show  after  floor  show  for  him — I 
couldn't  penetrate  his  shell.  He  was  just  too  hard, 
because  he  was  turned  in,  selfish.  The  only  time  he 
looked  interested  was  when  we  were  honoring  him  at 
some  event  or  banquet. 

Go  Get  Him! 

Talk  about  discouragement!  I  would  go  home  and 
tell  my  wife,  "I'm  through.  I  quit.  I  can't  teach." 
That  would  usually  be  about  Thursday  or  Friday. 

And  she  would  grab  me  by  the  arm  and  say,  "You 
can!    Go  get  him!" 

By  Monday  morning  I  would  charge  back.  "I'm 
gonna  get  that  boy!" 

By  Wednesday,  down  in  the  valley  of  despair  I'd 
go.    "I  can't,  I  can't!" 
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"Yes,  you  can!" 

I  guess  I  resigned  every  week  for  six  weeks. 

The  Orthopedic  Ward 

One  day  I  got  a  telephone  call  from  a  very  close 
friend  of  mine  in  HoUywood.  His  wife  had  had  a 
little  baby  born  prematurely  and  it  wasn't  expected 
to  live.  They  had  it  in  an  incubator  at  the  Holly- 
wood Children's  Hospital,  and  he  wondered  if  I  could 
hurry  over  and  help  administer  to  it  and  give  it  a 
name  and  a  blessing  before  it  passed  on.  I  was  hon- 
ored. I  hurried  over,  and  in  my  anxiety  to  get  to  the 
floor  where  the  incubators  were  located,  I  got  off 
one  floor  too  soon.  And,  lo  and  behold,  I  found  my- 
self standing  in  the  orthopedic  ward  of  the  Hollywood 
Children's  Hospital — thirty  little  beds  lined  up.  Have 
you  ever  been  up  to  the  Primary  Children's  Hospital 
to  see  those  little  children,  many  of  them  confined 
there  with  crippled  bodies?  I  don't  know  what  it 
does  to  yoUy  but  it  touches  this  dad  deeply. 

So,  after  completing  the  administration,  I  went 
back  to  take  a  second  look  at  those  little  children, 
and  again  it  affected  me.  This  time  I  noticed  that 
they  had  some  volunteers  working  with  them.  And 
so  I  stepped  up  to  the  desk  and  asked  the  nurse, 
"What's  going  on  here?" 

She  said,  "We  have  a  little  program  where  two 
days  a  week  people  from  the  community  come  in 
and  try  to  brighten  the  day  for  the  children." 
"How  do  you  get  involved?" 
She  said,  "It  is  easy.  Sign  right  here." 
Now  I  took  the  pen  really  wanting  to  put  down 
my  own  name,  and  I  couldn't.  I  was  inspired  to  put 
down  my  student's  name — old  Bill.    So  I  wrote  his 
name  in  place  of  mine. 

She  said,  "Thank  you,"  and  called  me  by  his 
name. 

I  had  signed  for  the  following  Thursday,  I  think 
at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening. 


*  Excerpted  from  a  talk  given  at  Brigham  Young  Universty, 
"Know  Thyself— Control  Thyself— Give  Thyself,"  October  7,  1969. 
Used  by  permission.  Full  text  available  from  Publication  Sales  Dept., 
BYU,  Provo,  Utah.  30c. 
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I  didn't  have  the  heart  to  go  tell  Bill  what  I  had 
done.  You  see,  he  was  the  type  of  a  person  who 
would  have  refused  had  I  asked  him  to  volunteer, 
because  we  weren't  honoring  him.  To  do  something 
for  somebody  else?  "Haven't  got  time,  I'm  too  busy." 
So  I  waited  until  five  o'clock  the  following  Thursday, 
which  was  the  date  of  our  appointment.  Then  I  rang 
him  on  the  phone,  and  his  mother  answered.  I  said, 
"Is  Bill  there?" 

She  said,  "Yes,  we're  just  ready  to  sit  down  to 
supper." 

I  said,  "May  I  speak  to  him  for  a  minute?" 

"Certainly." 

I  learned  a  long  time  ago  in  World  War  II  that 
the  element  of  surprise  is  necessary  in  combat. 

Bill  came  to  the  phone,  and  he  said,  "Hello?" 

And  I  just  reared  back  and  I  said,  "Bill!  Will  you 
help  me,  please?" 

He  said,  "Oh,  yes,  sir.  Yes,  sir.  But  who  is  it?" 

I  said,  "It's  your  institute  teacher,  Brother  Dunn. 
Thank  you,  I'll  be  by  and  pick  you  up  in  fifteen 
minutes!"  And  I  just  hung  up. 

Well,  I  wish  you  could  have  been  in  the  car  with 
me.  I  drove  over,  and  he  was  standing  out  on  the 
curb.  He  had  his  letterman's  sweater  on,  all  three 
stripes  showing,  and  a  half  of  an  apple  pie  in  his 
hand,  eating  it.  I  pulled  over  to  the  curb  and  opened 
the  door  and  I  said,  "Get  in,  quick!" 

He  said,  "What's  the  matter?" 

I  said,  "Get  in,  and  I'll  tell  you." 

He  got  in  and  I  slammed  the  door.  I  think  he 
thought  we  had  just  received  a  call  to  go  back  to 
Missouri.  Then  I  just  sped  off,  knowing  that  when 
I  did  tell  him,  he  would  probably  bail  out.  I  got 
around  the  comer  doing  about  forty.  He  said,  "What 
is  all  the  excitement?" 

I  said,  "Bill,  I  really  appreciate  you." 

He  said,  "For  what?  for  what?" 

I  said,  "You're  going  down  to  the  Children's  Hos- 
pital and  read  to  some  kids." 

He  said,  "I'm  what?" 

He  wouldn't  talk  to  me  for  the  rest  of  the  trip. 

We  got  to  the  hospital.  I  literally  pushed  him 
out  on  the  sidewalk.  I  gave  him  a  note — third  floor 
and  the  name  of  the  nurse — and  said,  "I'll  be  back 
in  an  hour  and  get  you.  The  Lord  bless  you."  Then 
I  drove  off  and  left  him. 

A  Discovery 

An  hour  later  I  came  back,  and  out  of  that  hos- 
pital door  walked  a  new  man.  He  got  in  the  car, 
and  he  couldn't  talk. 

I  said,  "How  did  it  go.  Bill?" 

"I  can't  tell  you." 

I  said,  "I  understand.  Don't  try.  But  when  you 


get  your  composure,  let  me  know."  I  turned  on  the 
car  radio  so  the  silence  wouldn't  be  too  obvious. 
We  drove  for  about  ten  minutes. 

Then  he  turned  the  radio  off.  He  said,  "Brother 
Dunn,  that  was  one  of  the  great  experiences  of  my 
life." 

I  said,  "I  thought  it  would  be.  What  happened?" 

He  said,  "They  assigned  me  to  a  little  three-year- 
old  girl  who  was  bom  without  a  spine,  never  known  a 
day  out  of  bed.  And  that  little  girl  is  happier  than 
I  am.  What's  the  matter  with  me?"  (I  wanted  to 
tell  him,  but  that  wasn't  the  place.)  And  then  he 
went  on  to  say  that  he  was  given  a  chair,  and  it 
was  brought  up  to  the  side  of  the  bed.  All  the  time 
he  was  reading  she  wanted  to  hold  his  hand.  He  read 
to  her  out  of  a  giant  pop-up  Pinnochio  book.  And  he 
said,  "You  know,  it  is  embarrassing  to  read  to  kids, 
particularly  when  people  can  hear  you.  But  after  I 
flushed  the  first  page,  I  didn't  care  who  heard  me." 
Then  he  went  on  to  say  that  he  finished  the  story 
and  then  another  and  another,  and  finally  it  was 
time  to  go. 

He  said,  "Brother  Dunn,  I  made  ready  to  go, 
and  the  little  girl  didn't  want  me  to.  She  pulled  me 
down,  and  you   know  her  whole  hand  barely   fit 

{Concluded  on  page  413.) 
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Half  a  century  later  the  example  of  a 
beloved  teacher  continues  to  inspire  his 
students  and  those  around  them  in. .  .  . 


A  WIDENING  CIRCLE 
OF  INFLUENCE 


by  Eva  Westover  Conover^ 


My  junior  high  school  seminary  teacher  was  an 
old,  old  man — at  least  he  seemed  so  to  me.  His  snow- 
white  hair,  always  neatly  cut,  gave  him  a  saintly 
appearance.  His  eyes  were  large  and  round  and  very 
blue  and  very  penetrating.  He  was  slightly  built,  so 
that  often  it  seemed  our  stiff  Castle  Valley  winds 
might  lift  him  up  and  carry  him  away.  Impeccably 
neat  in  his  navy  blue  suit,  he  commanded  our  respect 
with  his  very  appearance;  and  his  kindly  ways  and 
noble  demeanor  enriched  our  lives.  To  me  he  was  the 
wisest  man  in  all  creation.  His  name  was  Hyrum 
Harris.  He  was  a  grandson  of  Martin  Harris,  one  of 
the  three  witnesses  to  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

For  three  years,  those  turbulent  years  between 
13  and  16,  we  learned  the  basic  beliefs  of  the 
Church.  And  along  with  them  we  learned  how  to 
order  our  daily  lives;  step  by  step  he  taught  us  clean- 
liness, health  habits,  and  character-developing  proce- 
dures— the  specifics  so  necessary  in  youthful  training. 
He  explained  by  story  and  by  proverb  the  benefits  of 
living  good,  clean,  sin-free  lives,  and  the  happiness 
that  such  lives  can  bring. 

Brother  Harris's  manner  was  mild.  He  seldom 
raised  his  voice,  yet  in  his  classes  you  could  hear  a 
pin  drop. 

Each  of  us  wrote  a  prayer  to  give  at  the  beginning 
of  class,  and  we  learned  it,  so  that  when  our  turn 
came  to  pray  we  would  be  prepared  to  ask  for  the 
Spirit  of  our  Lord  to  be  with  us  during  classtime  and 
all  during  the  day.  No  one  can  ever  make  me  believe 
that  those  prayers,  spoken  in  sincerity  and  in  our 
own  youthful  words,  were  not  answered  in  our  behalf. 

Much  of  his  teaching  and  training  helped  me  in 
other  classes,  and  later,  in  other  aspects  of  my  life.  I 
recall  that  he  taught  me  how  to  stand  when  deliver- 
ing a  reading,  "The  Epistles  of  Paul,"  with  one  foot 
slightly  in  front  of  and  to  the  side  of  the  other,  to 


allow  for  freedom  of  movement.  He  told  me  how  to 
sit  on  the  platform  in  front  of  a  group,  with  my 
ankles  crossed,  knees  together,  hips  and  back  against 
the  back  of  the  chair,  spine  and  shoulders  straight. 
No  better  training  did  I  get  even  in  college  than  what 
he  gave  me,  as  I  reviewed  my  speeches  before  him 
for  Sunday  night  services. 

Those  Terrible  Twenties 

He  taught  us  to  honor  our  fathers  and  our  moth- 
ers that  our  days  on  this  earth  might  be  long  and 
happy  and  without  feelings  of  remorse  or  guilt.  He 
taught  us  the  universal  law  that  "as  ye  sow  so  shall 
ye  reap";  that  bread  upon  the  waters  would  come 
back  to  us  tenfold.  How  many  of  today's  children 
know  about  "bread  upon  the  waters,"  or  what  it 
refers  to? 

During  those  days  in  the  mid-twenties,  those  ter- 
rible twenties,  when  he  was  our  teacher,  girls'  dresses 
were  short,  perhaps  akin  to  the  mini-skirts  of  today. 
And  we  had  shorn  our  long  tresses  and  wore  "spit- 
curls"  and  "beau-catchers,"  "sideburns"  and  "wind- 
blowns."  The  boys  wore  long  side-burns  too,  and 
moustaches — but  they  were  clean  and  well-trimmed. 
Bell-bottomed  trousers  and  pinched-back  coats  were 
the  rage  among  the  young  men.  Yet  I  cannot  remem- 
ber Brother  Harris  ever  condemning  our  styles,  not 
even  once.  And  we  danced  the  Charleston  and  the 
Flee-hop. 

The  girls  I  ran  with  never  drank  the  "hootch"  of 
the  day,  nor  did  we  smoke  cigarettes  or  even  want  to. 
We  usually  came  home  by  twelve;  and  if  we  did  not, 
we  could  expect  one  or  both  of  our  parents  to  come 
after  us,  for  they  always  knew  where  we  were  and 
expected  us  to  be  home  at  the  time  we  had  promised. 
This,  Brother  Harris  said,  and  I  believed  him,  was 
simply  the  respect  that  we  owed  to  our  parents  for 


For  Course  12,  lesson  14  (December  27),  "The  Importance  of  Right- 
eous Desire";  for  Course  16,  lesson  17  (January  17),  "Achieving  the 
Best  That  Is  in  Us";  for  Course  18,  lesson  17  (January  24),  "Knowl- 
edge Beyond  Price";  for  Course  26,  lessons  18  and  23  (December  6, 
January  10),  "The  Golden  Rule"  and  "Speaking  Words  of  Purity"; 
to  support  family  home  evening  lessons  18  and  23;  and  of  interest 
to  all  gospal  teachers. 


*Eva  Westover  Conover,  a  Sunday  School  teacher  for  more  than 
40  years  and  a  professional  school  teacher  in  her  early  adult  years 
(two  years  normal  training  at  the  University  of  Utah,  1927-29) ,  under- 
stands well  a  teacher's  influence.  Her  three  children  are  also  school 
teachers.  Sister  Conover  was  a  member  of  the  Utah  State  Legislature 
from  1963  to  1967.  Her  husband  is  Harry  L.  Conover,  and  the  couple 
are  members  of  Ferron  Ward,  Emery  (Utah)  Stake,  where  they  share 
a  teaching   assignment   in   the   gospel  doctrine   class. 
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the  life  which  they  had  given  us,  as  well  as  the 
respect  we  owed  to  ourselves. 

He  impressed  upon  our  class  that  we  must  respect 
ourselves  if  we  sought  the  respect  of  others. 

Our  Inner  Selves 

Yes,  he  gave  us  more  than  knowledge  and  cold 
facts  and  the  history  of  God's  people  as  it  is  con- 
tained in  the  Bible.  He  gave  us  codes  to  live  by,  even 
as  God  gave  codes  to  Moses  for  the  Israelites  to  live 
by.  And  the  codes  Brother  Harris  gave  to  us  con- 
tained those  same  commandments,  plus  some  specific 
rules  necessary  to  keep  us  on  the  right  path  at  that 

time. 

Somehow  he  made  us  want  to  be  better  boys  and 
girls.  He  told  us  that  we  were  at  our  most  tender 
age,  vulnerable  to  temptation;  that  we,  like  the  pot- 
ter's clay,  were  pUable.  We  could  mold  ourselves  into 
any  type  of  character  or  person  that  we  desired  to  be, 
and  every  day  we  should  strive  to  overcome  our 
faults  and  become  the  sort  of  persons  we  wished  to 
become. 

He  had  us  write  down  on  paper  a  list  of  the  traits 
we  admired  in  others.  From  that  list  we  selected  the 
traits  we  wished  to  develop  in  ourselves.  Putting 
ideas  on  paper  is  much  better  than  merely  thinking 
about  them,  he  said.  On  paper  they  are  there,  to  see 
and  to  reflect  on.  Looking  at  words  and  ideas  would 
help  us  analyze  the  steps  necessary  to  arrive  at  any 
determined  goal — and  a  goal,  as  he  told  us,  was  nec- 
essary in  any  attempted  endeavor.  "How  can  you 
get  anywhere  if  you  don't  know  where  you  are  going, 
or  why  you  are  going  there?"  he  would  ask. 

He  often  asked  us  to  try  to  see  ourselves  as  others 
saw  us — to  look  beyond  our  personal  mirrors  into  our 
inner  selves.  First  he  would  have  us  list  our  good 
traits  and  write  them  down  on  paper.  Then,  opposite, 
on  the  same  sheet  of  paper  he  would  ask  us  to  write 
down  our  bad  traits.  He  told  us  we  were  to  try  to 
overcome  the  bad  ones  while  keeping  the  good  ones 
in  constant  repair. 

"What  is  the  good  of  obtaining  a  fine  education, 
of  having  money  and  worldly  goods,  if  you  have  no 
character?"  He  made  this  theme  very  real  for  us. 
Brother  Harris  rated  honesty  and  dependability, 
kindness  and  tolerance  and  cleanliness  as  the  most 
desirable  of  character  traits. 

A  Certain  Influence 

This  beloved  teacher  did  not  criticize  us;  rather 
he  praised  us  in  every  way  he  could.  Yet  he  helped 
us  to  appraise  ourselves,  and  to  want  to  improve  our- 
selves, to  be  our  best  selves.  We  were  not  so  much  to 
compete  with  others  as  we  were  to  compete  with  our- 
selves, to  challenge  ourselves.  Brother  Harris  felt 
that  we  could  overcome  jealousy  and  envy  as  we  took 


the  responsibility  on  ourselves  for  our  failures  and 
worked  to  overcome  them,  rather  than  blaming 
them  on  others. 

In  Brother  Harris's  classes  we  were  taught  to  do 
unto  others  as  we  would  be  done  by,  and  that  by  so 
doing  we  would  always  "feel  right  inside" — a  feeling 
that  would  contribute  much  toward  our  future  hap- 
piness. He  said  we  were  to  learn  to  control  ourselves 
before  we  sought  to  control  others.  I  found  this  very 
beneficial  in  later  years,  as  a  teacher  and  as  a  mother. 

The  one  thing  I  remember  his  saying  that  im- 
pressed me  most  was  that  each  and  every  person,  no 
matter  how  insignificant  he  thinks  he  is,  produces  a 
certain  influence  upon  his  circle  of  associates.  And 
no  one  realizes  the  extent  or  the  importance  of  that 
influence,  whether  it  be  for  good  or  bad.  Therefore, 
every  individual  should  be  very  careful  about  his 
opinions  and  how  he  voices  them,  about  his  actions, 
about  the  very  words  he  speaks  and  chooses  to  use, 
and  even  the  tones  of  voice  in  which  he  utters  them. 
All  that  we  say  should  be  an  influence  for  good  and 
for  the  betterment  of  man  and  the  improvement  of 
all  things.  This  is  the  way  civilization  progresses — 
through  the  best  books,  beautiful  music,  true  and 
living  art,  pictures  and  statuary,  architecture,  lofty 
ideas  and  ideals,  and  comparable  actions  and  activ- 
ities. 

Brother  Harris  spoke  often  concerning  our 
thoughts.  He  would  plead: 

"Do  not  let  evil  or  vulgar  and  vile  thoughts  enter 
your  minds.  Do  not  dwell  in  your  minds  upon  un- 
clean, nasty  actions,  filthy  words  or  people.  Cast 
such  thoughts  out  of  your  minds  quickly,  and  replace 
them  with  clean,  beautiful  thoughts.  Your  face  is  a 
reflection  of  your  thoughts. 

"Lying  and  deceit  are  the  ground-runners  of  all 
dishonesty  and  are  the  most  defiling  of  all  character 
traits.  This  is  so  because  one  who  Hes  not  only  lies  to 
others,  he  soon  begins  to  lie  to  himself — and  he  will 
do  anything  and  everything  to  escape  the  sense  of 
guilt  he  incurs  as  he  lies  to  and  cheats  himself.  He 
will  start  to  blame  others  for  this  guilt.  Then  he  is 
cheating  himself  out  of  a  conscience;  and  once  he  has 
lost  his  conscience,  nothing  is  too  low  for  him  to  do 
or  become!" 

Every  Soul  Important 

With  Brother  Harris,  as  with  our  Lord,  every  soul 
was  important. 

One  day  Brother  Harris  said  to  me,  "Little  lady, 
I  want  you  to  remember  this:  You  are  a  choice  spirit. 
Keep  a  smile  on  your  face,  your  chin  up,  for  you  shall 
never  need  to  feel  inferior  in  the  presence  of  any  per- 
son— presidents,  kings,  or  anyone  of  greatness.  .  .  ." 

{Concluded  on  page  413.) 
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COURSE  3: 

Answers 

to  Your 

Questions 


by  Barbara  Vance 

Question: 

Why  is  it  suggested  that  teen-agers  not  teach 
Course  3? 

Answer: 

Young  people  need  the  continuity  of  training  pro- 
vided for  them  in  the  Sunday  School  courses  up  to 
missionary  age.  These  courses  in  scripture,  doctrine, 
and  application  of  gospel  principles  are  designed  to 
give  the  youth  of  the  Church  a  solid  foundation  for 
living  their  religion  and  teaching  their  faith  to  others. 
Though  high-school  and  college  students  can  also 
participate  in  the  seminary  and  institute  programs 
as  well  as  MIA,  participation  as  members  of  Sunday 
School  classes  prepared  especially  for  them  remains 
an  essential  part  of  their  religious  curriculum. 

Teaching  the  gospel  to  children  in  Course  3  re- 
quires maturity  in  the  faith,  wide  experience  in 
human  relationships,  and  extensive  teacher  training 
and  experience.  Teen-agers  are  not  yet  prepared  with 
these  qualifications  if  they  are  following  the  recom- 
mended curriculum  for  the  youth  of  the  Church. 
Learning  experiences  before  the  age  of  eight  deter- 
mine the  child's  learning  patterns  for  the  rest  of  his 
life.  This  suggests  that  only  the  most  qualified 
teachers  in  the  ward  or  branch  should  be  teachers 
of  the  young  children. 

Question: 

Should  food  and  "treats"  be  used  in  the  Course 
3  classroom? 

Answer: 

Children  learn  best  from  firsthand  experiences. 
At  least  two  lessons  in  the  Course  3  manual  revolve 
around  the  concepts  of  food  and  drink  (lessons  9  and 
10).  These  lessons  can  be  taught  best  by  giving  the 
children   direct   contact  with   the    items    they   are 


discussing.  Looking  at,  feeling,  and  tasting  a  real 
orange,  for  example,  is  a  far  better  learning  ex- 
perience than  talking  about  past  experiences  with 
oranges  or  looking  at  a  picture  of  an  orange.  (Speci- 
fic suggestions  for  Lessons  9  and  10,  utilizing  real 
food,  appeared  in  The  Instructor,  September,  1968, 
page  346) . 

Occasionally  teachers  wish  to  use  food  or  other 
kinds  of  "treats"  as  rewards  for  good  behavior.  Most 
children  of  age  three  have  learned  the  reward  value 
of  words  as  well  as  things.  Since  rewards  are  far  more 
effective  in  teaching  appropriate  behavior  when  they 
immediately  follow  the  desired  behavior  in  the  child, 
verbal  rewards  from  the  teacher  are  much  easier  and 
more  economical  to  dispense  than  food  or  treats. 
The  food  or  treat  would  usually  be  given  at  the  end 
of  the  lesson  period.  By  this  time  most  children 
would  not  know  which  specific  behaviors  they  were 
being  rewarded  for.  The  food  or  treat  would  then 
lose  its  desired  reward  value.  Teachers  can  learn 
effective  verbal  reinforcement  skills  in  the  preser- 
vice  teacher  training  course  and  inservice  lessons 
during  faculty  meetings. 

Question: 

We  have  a  large  number  of  children  in  our  ward 
between  18  months  and  three  years  of  age.  These 
children  disturb  adult  classes  when  they  attend  with 
their  parents.  Some  mothers  and  fathers  take  turns 
staying  home  from  Sunday  School  with  these  young 
children.  Is  there  a  special  class  which  these  chil- 
dren could  attend? 

Answer: 

The  problem  of  what  to  do  for  children  in  Sunday 
School  under  age  three  is  particularly  critical  in  uni- 
versity- and  college-related  wards  where  the  major, 
portion  of  the  congregation  is  made  up  of  young 
married  couples  and  their  families.  Five  alternate 
suggestions  for  dealing  with  this  problem  are  out- 
lined in  the  Sunday  School  Handbook,  page  74,  under 
the  heading,  "Cradle  List." 

It  is  especially  important  to  remember  that  these 
children  should  not  be  included  in  Course  3.  If  a 
special  class  for  two-year-olds  is  organized  in  the 
ward,  characteristics  of  children  of  this  age  must  be 
considered  in  the  planning  of  the  class. 

Because  these  children  are  just  learning  to  speak 
and  to  understand  what  is  said  to  them  by  adults 
who  use  short  sentences,  they  need  frequent  but  short 
verbal  interchanges  with  adults.  They  cannot  yet 
see  things  from  the  perspective  of  others.  Therefore, 
stories  have  no  more  meaning  than  just  a  jumble  of 
words  and  interesting  pictures.  Because  a  child 
jumps  up  enthusiastically  to  touch  something  in  a 
picture  does  not  mean  he  is  understanding  the  con- 
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tinuity  of  what  is  being  said  related  to  the  picture. 
He  is  easily  distracted  by  stimuU  around  him — by  a 
sound,  a  moving  object  or  person,  a  child  next  to 
him,  the  materials  that  a  teacher  uses  for  a  lesson. 
His  body  responds  to  these  distractions.  A  teacher 
putting  him  back  on  his  chair  is  wasting  her  time, 
A  moment  later  the  child  is  off  his  chair  pursuing  a 
moving  object  or  touching  a  crying  child  or  explor- 
ing something  he  has  just  noticed.  It  is  basically 
his  sensory  experience  with  the  physical  world  about 
him  that  captures  his  interest  and  teaches  him  about 
his  world. 

He  often  punctuates  and  accompanies  his  endless 
activity  with  expressive  jargon  that  is  more  like 
"mood  music"  than  an  attempt  at  communication. 
His  brief  forays  at  verbal  communication  with  adults 


are  usually  narratives  that  are  difficult  to  under- 
stand and  are  often  satisfied  by  just  a  simple  verbal 
indication  from  the  adult  to  the  effect  that  he  is 
listening  and  interested.  These  children  need  objects 
which  they  can  manipulate  and  which  provide  an 
interesting  variety  of  touch,  taste,  visual,  smell,  and 
hearing  experiences.  They  need  adults  who  will  pro- 
vide a  listening  ear,  space  for  them  to  explore  their 
world,  protection  when  they  become  frightened,  a 
hug  or  pat  on  the  hand  or  shoulder  now  and  then,  a 
variety  of  materials  and  objects  to  explore,  interest- 
ing ideas  for  further  exploration.  Prayer  can  be  said 
at  the  beginning  and  end  of  this  class  experience  each 
Sunday  because  children  deserve  continuity  in  the 
models  of  prayer  they  see  in  their  homes. 
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'HE  THAT  LOSETH  HIS  LIFE 


SHALL  FIND  IT"       (Concluded  from  page  409.) 


around  one  of  my  fingers.  And  then  she  gave  me  a 
kiss  on  the  nose  and  asked  me  to  come  back  next 
week.  Brother  Dunn,  you  might  think  I'm  a  nut,  but 
I  signed  up  for  another  month." 

"No,  I  don't  think  you  are  a  nut,  Bill.  This  is 
what  we  have  been  trying  to  talk  about  in  class.  See, 
you  can  talk  about  theories  and  lesson  plans  all  you 
want.  But  you  found  out  what  the  Lord  said,  as 
Matthew  records  it,  that  when  you  lose  yourself  in 
the  service  of  others,  you  find  the  real  you.  This  is 
the  greatness  of  the  gospel." 

A  Mission 

Bill  discovered  it  in  his  nineteenth  year. 

Two  weeks  later  a  knock  came  at  my  door,  and 
he  filled  the  whole  framework.  I  said,  "What  is  it. 
Bill?   What  can  I  do  to  help  you?" 

"Well,"  he  said,  "I've  really  done  it  this  time." 


"What  did  you  do?" 

He  said,  "I  just  resigned  my  scholarship — four 
years." 

"Now,  what  did  you  do  that  for?" 

"Just  accepted  a  mission.  I'm  going  out  and  kind 
of  lose  myself." 

I  spoke  at  his  farewell.  Two  years  later  he  re- 
turned. He  blessed  me  with  a  little  visit.  I  am  proud 
to  announce  to  you  that  when  Bill  came  back,  he  was 
still  6  feet  4  inches  tall  and  220  pounds,  but  now  he 
had  a  spirit  to  match  it.  What  a  great  contribution 
he  will  make  to  the  world — to  the  Church — because 
he  followed  the  admonition  of  the  Savior: 

He  that  findeth  his  life  shall  lose  it:  and  he  that 
loseth  his  life  for  my  sake  shall  find  it.  (Matthew 
10:39.) 
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A  WIDENING  CIRCLE  OF   INFLUENCE       (Concluded  from  page  411.) 


I  wondered  at  those  remarks.  When  would  I,  a 
simple  country  girl,  have  an  opportunity  to  meet 
such  people? 

But  through  the  years  these  opportunities  have 
come,  in  a  limited  way,  when  I  have  been  asked  to 
speak  before  groups  wherein  many  people  of  renown 
have  sat!^  Going  up  before  them  I  have  often  felt  like 
the  proverbial  lamb  going  to  the  slaughter.  But  then 


^As  a  member  of  the  Utah  state  legislature,  the  author  has  spoken 
before  political  groups  and  women's  national  conventions  in  various 
states  where  governors,  senators,  and  other  public  officials  have  been 
present.  After  filling  an  assignment  as  goodwill  ambassador  to  Egypt 
for  the  U.S.  State  Department  and  Farmers  and  World  Affairs,  Inc., 
she  and  her  husband  traveled  throughout  Utah  lecturing  and  show- 
ing films  on  the  development  of  agriculture  in  Egypt. 


I  have  remembered  Brother  Harris's  little  speech — 
those  encouraging  words  spoken  to  me  when  I  was  a 
teen-age  girl — and  with  my  chin  lifted  and  a  smile 
upon  my  lips  I  have  gone  forth,  those  words  of  a  most 
memorable  teacher  ringing  in  my  ears.  No  age-gap 
there.  If  Brother  Harris  said  that  it  was  so,  that  I 
need  not  fear,  then  it  must  be  true! 

And  the  circles  of  influence  that  flowed  out  from 
that  beloved  teacher  and  his  teachings — who  can  say 
where  they  will  end,  or  that  they  will  ever  stop 
growing! 
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More  things  are  wrought  by  prayer 
Than  this  world  dreams  of. 

— Tennyson 

THE  POWER 
OF  PRAYER 


by  Ira  J.  Markham 

Prayer  has  the  power  to  bridge  both  time  and 
space.  It  can  be  a  magnet  to  draw  spiritually  minded 
people  together. 

Early  in  the  year  1831,  less  than  one  year  after 
the  Church  had  been  organized,  the  Prophet  Joseph 
made  a  trip  to  Kirtland,  Ohio.  Following  is  an  ac- 
count of  an  experience  encountered  on  that  trip. 

About  the  first  of  February,  1831,  a  sleigh  con- 
taining four  persons  drove  through  the  streets  of 
Kirtland  and  drew  up  in  front  of  the  store  of  Gilbert 
and  Whitney.  One  of  the  men,  a  stalwart  personage, 
alighted,  and  springing  up  the  store  steps  walked  into 
the  store  and  to  where  the  junior  partner  was  stand- 
ing. "Newell  K.  Whitney,  thou  art  the  man,"  he  ex- 
claimed, extending  his  hand  cordially,  as  if  to  an  old 
and  familiar  acquaintance.  "You  have  the  advantage 
of  me,"  replied  the  merchant,  as  he  took  the  prof- 
f erred  hand.  "I  could  not  call  you  by  name  as  you 
have  me."  "/  am  Joseph,  the  Prophet,"  said  the 
stranger,  smiling.  "You  have  prayed  me  here,  now 
what  do  you  want  of  me?"^ 

This  was  not  an  unusual  experience  in  the  life  of 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  It  was  through  prayer 
that  Oliver  Cowdery  was  led  to  Pennsylvania  to  meet 
the  Prophet.  Following  are  the  circumstances  that 
led  Oliver  Cowdery  to  make  this  trip. 

The  Answer  to  Prayer 

On  September  22, 1827  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
received  the  gold  plates  from  which  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon was  to  be  translated.  However,  due  to  difficul- 
ties that  arose,  little  progress  was  made  on  the 
translation  for  two  years. 

In  March,  1829,  the  Prophet  was  instructed 
through  revelation  as  follows: 

.  .  .  When  thou  hast  translated  a  few  more  pages 


For  Course  6,  lessons  18  and  20  (January  17,  31),  "Jesus  Prepared 
Himself  for  His  Mission"  and  "Tiie  First  Miracle";  for  Course  8,  les- 
son 18  (January  17),  "Compassion";  for  Course  16.  lesson  18  (January 
24),  "How  Can  I  Know  for  Sure?"  for  Course  18,  lesson  12  (Decem- 
ber 26),  "Key  to  Spiritual  Power";  for  Course  28,  lesson  10  (Novem- 
ber 15),  "The  Lord  Assists  Those  Who  Have  Faith";  for  Course  30, 
lesson  20  (February  14),  "Family  Home  Evening  Program";  and  of 
general  interest. 

^Documentary  History  of  the  Church,  Vol.  1,  footnote  page  146. 


thou  shalt  stop  for  a  season,  even  until  I  command 
thee  again;  then  thou  mayest  translate  again. 

.  .  .  Stop,  and  stand  still  until  I  command  thee, 
and  I  will  provide  means  whereby  thou  mayest  ac- 
complish the  thing  which  I  have  commanded  thee. 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  5:30,  34.) 

On  April  5  Oliver  Cowdery  arrived  at  the  home 
of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  at  Harmony,  Pennsyl- 
vania. As  a  school  teacher  in  Palmyra,  New  York 
he  had  boarded  at  the  Smith  home  and  had  heard 
from  the  family  the  story  concerning  the  gold  plates. 
He  had  come  to  Pennsylvania  to  make  inquiries. 

Only  God  and  Himself 

Two  days  after  his  arrival,  the  Prophet  Joseph 
commenced  to  translate,  and  Oliver  acted  as  his 
scribe.  Later  that  month  the  following  special  reve- 
lation was  given  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  and  Oliver 
Cowdery  to  increase  Oliver's  testimony  of  the  divine 
work  in  which  he  was  engaged: 

Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  if  you  desire  a  fur- 
ther witness,  cast  your  mind  upon  the  night  that  you 
cried  unto  me  in  your  heart,  that  you  might  know 
concerning  the  truth  of  these  things. 

Did  I  not  speak  peace  to  your  mind  concerning 
the  matter?  What  greater  witness  can  you  have  than 
from  God? 

And  now,  behold,  you  have  received  a  witness; 
for  if  I  have  told  you  things  which  no  man  knoweth 
have  you  not  received  a  witness?  (Doctrine  and  Cov- 
enants 6:22-24.) 

After  this  revelation  was  given,  Oliver  Cowdery 
told  the  Prophet  Joseph  that  one  nigjit  while  at  the 
Smith  home  in  Palmyra,  after  retiring  to  bed,  he  had 
called  upon  the  Lord  to  know  if  the  things  he  had 
heard  were  true.  The  Lord  had  manifested  to  him 
that  they  were  true.  Oliver  had  kept  the  circum- 
stance entirely  secret  and  had  mentioned  it  to  no  one. 
After  this  revelation  was  given  to  him,  he  knew  that 
the  work  was  true  because  no  being  living  knew  of 
the  events  alluded  to  in  the  revelation  but  God  and 
himself. 

There  are  many  marvels  of  science  in  our  day, 
but  there  is  no  machine  yet  made  that  can  record  the 
silent  prayer  of  an  individual  in  New  York  and  relay 
the  contents  of  that  prayer  to  another  person  resid- 
ing in  Pennsylvania.  This  is  still  a  power  that  is 
known  only  to  God. 

The  message  given  to  Oliver  Cowdery  to  leave 
Palmyra,  New  York  and  journey  to  Pennsylvania  to 
see  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  (where  his  services 
were  so  desperately  needed)  was  accomplished  with- 
out means  of  a  letter  or  telephone  or  telegraph,  or 
any  other  means  of  communication  known  to  man. 
It  was  accomplished  through  the  power  of  prayer. 


414 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


A  MODERN  MIRACLE 

On  January  5,  1943  the  airplane  in  which  Joseph 
H.  Tippets  was  riding  from  Seattle,  Washington,  to 
Anchorage,  Alaska,  crashed  into  the  top  of  a  high 
mountain  in  the  wilds  of  Alaska. 

During  the  first  21  days  Tippets,  and  a  companion 
less  seriously  injured  than  the  other  two  survivors, 
had  carried  the  injured  men  down  from  the  top  of 
the  mountain  and  established  a  temporary  camp. 
The  continuing  sub-zero  weather  and  lack  of  food 
and  clothing  had  drained  their  energy.  They  were 
facing  almost  certain  death.  Following  is  a  brief  ac- 
count of  what  transpired: 

We  decided  the  only  possible  way  to  save  our- 
selves was  for  Cutting  and  me  to  strike  out  to  search 
for  help.  Gebo  and  Metzdorf  were  much  too  badly 
injured  to  move.  By  this  time  we  four  were  cemented 

Art  by  Dale  Kilbourn, 


together  in  bonds  of  friendship  and  mutual  need.  We 
were  as  a  single  unit.  It  was  hard  to  leave  our  friends 
there  in  a  helpless  condition,  but  it  had  to  be  done. 
We  left  the  last  two  bouillon  cubes  for  them,  took  a 
drink  of  warm  water,  and  started  out  for  help. 

The  night  before  we  set  out  from  camp  to  find 
help,  I  retired  to  the  nearby  woods,  kneeled  down  in 
the  snow,  and  prayed.  I  don't  believe  any  man  ever 
prayed  more  earnestly  than  I.  It  was  more  than  a 
prayer,  I  talked  to  God. 

Because  of  our  miraculous  rescue  from  death  at 
the  time  of  the  crash,  I  knew  God  had  saved  us  for 
some  purpose.  I  knew  that  in  some  unknown  way  we 
would  be  delivered.  I  asked  him  for  guidance.  I  also 
asked  that  our  families  be  comforted  and  that  our 
wives  might  be  given  the  assurance  that  we  were  still 
alive. 

That  prayer  was  literally  fulfilled.  As  I  learned 
later,  it  was  on  the  very  next  day  that  my  wife  went 
to  the  officials  of  the  organization  for  which  I  worked 
and  to  the  branch  presidency  and  told  them  she  knew 
I  was  on  my  way  for  help.  Everyone  thought  she  was 
beside  herself,  but  in  her  heart  she  knew.  God  has 
a  means  of  communication.  I  do  not  know  how  he 
answered  the  prayer  that  gave  my  wife  the  assurance 
I  was  still  alive.  I  do  know,  however,  that  the 
prayer  was  answered.  I  know,  also,  that  God 
can  lead  men  to  safety  in  answer  to  prayer. 
I  know  my  prayer  was  answered  because 
I  am  still  alive.  Without  God's  help 
we  could  never  have  endured  what 
we  were  called  on  to  face  during 
the  next  ten  days.^ 

A  Small  Boat  off  its  Course 

Tippets  and  his  companion  left 

the  injured  men  at  the  temporary 

camp  and  struck  out  in  search  of  help. 

After  ten  days  of  almost  incredible 

hardship  they  arrived  at  a  small  bay 

near  the  ocean.    In  due  time  they 

were  rescued  by  a  small  boat  that 

unaccountably    had    gone    way 

off  its  regular  course  to  come  into 

the  bay  where  the  men  were. 

Tippets  concludes: 

In  looking  back  over  our  ex- 
perience I  can   truthfully  say 
God  was  good  to  us.  We  can  give 

(Concluded  on  page  419.) 

-For  further  details  of  the  airplane  crash 
and  the  miraculous  rescue,  see  '"flie  Alaskan 
Hescue"  by  Ira  J.  Markham,  The  Improve- 
ment Era,  October,  1943.  This  story  was  re- 
produced in  LDS  Adventure  Stories,  compiled 
by  Preston  Nibley,  Bookcraft,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  1959;  page  16. 
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The  following  stories  are  told  by  three  young  men 
who  have  proved  the  value  of  setting  goals. 


The  Surest 

\Vay  to  Get 

Somewliere 


KNOW  WHERE   YOU   ARE    GOING 

by  Scott  Bringhurst^' 

Setting  goals  has  not  always  been  easy  for  me. 
As  I  was  growing  up  sometimes  I  was  afraid  of  set- 
ting an  objective  because  I  could  not  take  the 
thought  of  falling  short.  I  was  very  foolish.  I  found 
this  out  the  summer  after  my  junior  year  of  high 
school.  That  year  I  had  the  opportunity  to  run  in 
the  National  Junior  Champ  Track  meet  in  Houston, 
Texas.  It  was  the  first  big  meet  I  had  ever  run  in. 
I  was  apprehensive  about  my  chances.  I  was  com- 
peting in  the  mile  run,  and  I  had  trained  hard  all 
that  summer.  I  figured  that  I  should  go  there  in 
good  shape  even  though  I  felt  I  did  not  have  much 
of  a  chance  to  place. 

As  we  lined  up  on  the  bright  red  cinders  at  Rice 
University  I  thought  to  myself,  "What  am  I  doing 
here?  I'm  not  as  good  as  these  fellows."  The  starter 
called  us  to  our  marks.  Bang!  We  were  off.  I  soon 
found  myself  at  the  rear  of  the  pack,  a  position  I 
maintained  to  the  finish. 

It  was  the  poorest  competitive  effort  of  my  life. 
What  was  wrong?  I  had  run  better  races  when  I  was 
out  of  condition. 

A  year  later  the  same  meet  was  held  in  Denver, 
Colorado.  I  had  thought  many  times  about  the  first 
race  in  Houston.  I  wanted  another  chance.  And 
through  forunate  circumstances  I  was  given  the  op- 
portunity to  run  again. 


For  Course  8,  lesson  16  (January  1),  "Everyone  Has  Talents"; 
for  Course  10,  lesson  13  (December  6),  "Responsibility  for  Choices- 
Right  Choices  Increase  Happiness";  for  Course  12,  lesson  14  (Decem- 
ber 27),  "Importance  of  Righteous  Desire";  for  Course  16,  lesson  17 
(January  17),  "Achieving  the  Best  That  Is  in  Us";  for  Course  18, 
lesson  19  (February  7),  "Deeds  and  Motives";  for  Course  26,  lessons 
12,  21,  and  29  (November  8,  December  27,  February  14),  "Seek  Ye 
after  the  Best,"  "Happy  New  Year,"  and  "Family  Goal  Achievement"; 
to  support  family  home  evening  lessons  12,  21,  and  29;  and  of  general 
interest. 

*From  1966  until  his  September,  1968  call  to  serve  in  the  Texas 
South  Mission,  Scott  John  Bringhurst  attended  the  University  of 
Utah,  and  worked  both  years  as  a  member  of  the  University  track 
and  cross-country  teams.  A  district  leader  in  the  mission  field, 
he  has  now  recently  returned  home  and  is  a  member  of  the  Monu- 
ment Park  8th  Ward,  Monument  Park  West  (Utah)  Stake.  He  is 
the  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  George  S.  Bringhurst. 


All  summer  my  training  was  directed  toward 
the  meet  that  was  to  be  in  Denver.  They  were  to  give 
medals  to  the  first  three  finishers.  I  decided  that  I 
was  going  to  be  one  of  them.  In  my  training  I  ran 
twice  as  much  as  the  year  before.  My  coach  was  a 
great  help.  I  lacked  natural  speed,  so  he  would  have 
me  sprint  the  last  150  yards  of  my  training  runs  as 
fast  as  I  possibly  could.  In  these  runs  I  would  im- 
agine that  the  race  was  on  and  I  was  struggling  to 
get  past  my  competitors  before  the  finish. 

The  time  for  the  meet  came.  The  race  was  held 


Art  by  Jerry  Harston. 

on  a  beautiful,  clear  afternoon.  The  competition  this 
year  was  even  tougher  than  the  first  meet  I  had  run 
in;  and  as  I  warmed  up,  my  mind  went  back  to  my 
hard  work  and  preparation.  Was  it  worth  all  the 
effort? 

Then  the  race  began.  We  stayed  closely 
bunched  for  the  first  three  laps.  As  the  gun  sounded 
for  the  final  lap,  the  pace  picked  up  drastically. 
Caught  by  surprise,  I  found  myself  several  precious 
yards  behind.  I  could  not  seem  to  make  up  the  dis- 
tance. Then,  almost  automatically,  with  about  150 
yards  to  go,  I  went  into  a  sprint  that  carried  me 
past  the  fellows  who  had  left  me  half  a  lap  behind 
the  year  before.  It  was  one  of  the  biggest  thrills  of 
my  life. 

I  am  thankful  for  the  blessing  of  being  able  to 
set  goals.  They  have  provided  the  way  for  me  to 
direct  my  life  instead  of  leaving  it  to  chance.    I  al- 
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ways  wanted  to  gain  a  testimony  of  the  gospel,  but 
I  never  did  until  I  made  up  my  mind  I  was  going  to 
get  one.  And  this  has  been  one  more  confirmation 
of  the  truth  of  a  statement  I  once  read: 

The  surest  way  to  get  somewhere  is  to  know 
where  you  are  going. 

IN    HIGH    SCHOOL    I    DETERMINED    .    .    . 

TO   BE  A   CONCERT  PIANIST 

by  Michael  Cannon^' 

I  cannot  remember  a  time  in  my  life  when  music 
was  not  my  primary  interest.  When  I  was  two  and 
three  years  old,  I  would  climb  up  on  the  piano  bench 
each  day  to  play  my  "new  piece"  or  my  "old  piece." 
At  this  point,  of  course,  these  "pieces"  were  nothing 
more  than  my  own  childish  concoctions.  By  the  time 
I  was  four  years  old,  however,  I  had  begun  to  pick 
out,  by  ear,  the  melodies  of  the  pieces  my  older  sister 
was  studying  at  the  time.  Because  of  this  imusual 
interest  and  apparent  ability,  my  parents  decided  to 
have  me  take  piano  lessons,  though  at  four  years 
my  feet  could  not  even  reach  the  pedals  of  the  piano. 

With  the  commencement  of  piano  studies  came  a 
sense  of  purpose  and  direction.  This  was  the  begin- 
ning of  something  that  would  set  the  course  for  the 
rest  of  my  life. 

I  was  not  aware  of  this  immersion  in  music  for 
many  years.  But  I  knew  from  the  beginning  that  I 
was  doing  something  which  brought  me  great  plea- 
sure. It  was  not  long  before  I  began  to  gain  recog- 
nition for  my  efforts  at  the  piano.  And  with  this 
came  renewed  determination  on  my  part  to  develop 
my  talent  further. 

It  was  while  I  was  in  high  school  that  my  goal 
became  consciously  formulated:  I  knew  I  wanted  to 
be  a  concert  pianist.  To  be  sure,  this  goal  had  been 
evolving  for  many  years,  perhaps  since  my  first  piano 
lesson.  But  in  high  school  I  realized  that  through 
music  I  could  make  a  significant  contribution  in  life. 
With  this  realization  I  became  ever  more  devoted  to 
my  music,  spending  every  available  moment  at  the 
piano  or  organ.  I  consciously  eliminated  every  inter- 
ference or  distraction  from  my  work.  Since  it  is  as 
essential  for  a  musician  to  listen  to  others  as  to 
practice  by  himself,  my  recreation  or  entertainment 
consisted  more  often  of  cohcerts  or  musical  events 
than  movies  or  sports.  The  number  of  hours  spent 
at  the  piano  increased,  at  the  expense  of  hours  spent 


♦Michael  Cannon,  the  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Winfield  Q. 
Cannon  (currently  presiding  over  the  Germany  West  Mission)  re- 
ceived a  degree  in  Music,  Magna  Cum  Laude,  from  the  University 
of  Southern  California  in  1962.  He  took  his  M.S.  at  the  Juilliard 
School  of  Music  in  1965  and  has  since  traveled  throughout  Europe 
and  America — receiving  widespread  acclaim  as  a  concert  pianist. 
Brother  Cannon  now  lives  in  New  York  City  where  he  teaches  and 
continues  his  work  as  a  concert  pianist.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Manhattan  Ward,  New  York  Stake. 


with  friends  or  television.  But  I  was  doing  something 
I  enjoyed,  so  I  did  not  begrudge  the  sacrifices  which 
my  music  demanded  of  me. 

Though  I  had  to  forego  many  other  activities, 
participation  in  Church  auxiliaries  was  a  great  help 
in  preparing  me  to  perform  in  public.  My  earliest 
recollections  are  of  playing  the  piano,  both  as  accom- 
panist and  soloist,  in  Primary,  MIA,  and  sacrament 
meetings.  At  the  age  of  13  I  became  our  ward  organ- 
ist. At  14  I  was  organist  for  the  Southern  California 
Mormon  Choir  under  the  direction  of  H.  Frederick 
Davis.  This  afforded  me  many  opportunities  for  pub- 
lic performance  as  an  accompanist  and  featured 
piano  soloist. 

The  Church  and  its  membership  have  helped  me 
in  another  way,  too — as  a  major  support  to  me  in  the 
recitals  I  have  given.  Wherever  I  go,  in  Europe  and 
the  United  States,  there  is  always  a  large  group  of 
saints  in  attendance  at  my  performances.  I  have 
given  recitals  in  many  wards  and  stakes  as  fund- 
raising  benefits,  which  have  further  helped  to  pre- 
pare me  for  my  profession. 

But  with  the  joy  and  satisfaction  I  receive  in 
my  work  have  come  also  discouragement  and  heart- 
ache. During  my  years  of  preparation  there  were 
times  when  I  questioned  whether  I  would  ever  really 
be  able  to  perform  and  thrill  audiences  as  did  my 
idols — pianists  like  Artur  Rubinstein  and  Vladimir 
Horowitz.  I  wondered  if  perhaps  I  had  been  wrong  in 
the  goal  I  had  set  for  myself,  if  perhaps  I  was  just 
someone  who  had  a  limited  ability  to  play  the  piano, 
like  so  many  other  young  people  in  this  world. 

As  I  continued  to  develop  and  saw  the  goal  be- 
(Continued  on  following  page.) 
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coming  clearer,  my  doubts  of  ever  achieving  it  be- 
came greater.  It  seemed  that  whenever  I  began  to 
feel  more  confident  and  sure  of  my  ability  to  achieve 
the  goal,  some  failure,  whether  real  or  imagined, 
would  set  me  back.  It  might  be  a  bad  performance, 
a  lost  competition,  or  the  failure  in  some  way  to  Hve 
up  to  my  self-imposed  standard.  With  each  setback 
or  discouragement,  however,  I  became  more  deter- 
mined to  realize  my  goal  and  not  be  defeated. 

Now  I  am  glad  that  I  did  not  give  up,  for  if  I 
had  I  would  be  a  very  unhappy  person.  I  have 
striven  to  develop  the  talent  that  has  been  given  to 
me  by  my  Heavenly  Father,  and  with  it  to  offer 
something  of  worth  to  my  fellowmen.  I  know  there 
is  much  work  I  must  yet  do,  but  for  me  there  is  no 
alternative.  I  know  that  my  greatest  happiness  will 
come  in  my  eternal  quest  for  perfection. 

MY   DREAM    BECAME    A    REALITY 

by  Norman  Maxfield* 

Even  though  I  was  just  a  youngster,  I  can  re- 
member vividly  the  time  the  local  high  school  a 
cappella  choir  came  to  our  ward  to  put  on  a  program. 
The  choir  was  good,  but  the  one  thing  that  really 
impressed  me  was  a  smaller  ensemble  group  within 
the  choir.  This  smaller  group,  called  the  Madrigals, 
was  so  alive  and  bubbly  with  all  their  music  and  ac- 
tions that  the  entire  audience  fell  in  love  with  them. 
Each  member  of  the  group  was  so  pleasant  and 
seemed  to  be  enjoying  himself  so  much  with  what  he 
was  doing  that  you  couldn't  help  feeling  there  was 
something  a  little  special  about  him.  I  saw  for  my- 
self that  day  that  all  the  ravings  and  wonderful  stor- 
ies I  had  heard  about  this  group  were  true.  Because 
of  this  and  because  I  greatly  admired  the  type  of 
young  people  in  the  group,  I  made  up  my  mind  that 
very  day  that  someday  I  would  be  that  type  of  per- 
son and  be  part  of  that  same  group. 

Though  I  was  still  very  young  when  this  incident 
occurred,  the  thought  and  decision  I  made  that  day 
stuck  by  me.  It  always  seemed  to  pop  into  my  mind 
any  time  something  connected  with  music  came  up. 

As  I  grew  up,  I  decided  to  make  a  definite,  long- 
range  plan  of  action  by  which  I  could  prepare  my- 
self and  somehow  reach  my  goal.  This  sincere  desire 
to  achieve  made  me  promise  myself  that  whenever 
I  was  participating  in  anything  that  had  to  do  with 
music,  I  would  always  take  an  active  part — not  just 


give  passive  attention.  Then  someday  I  would  be 
able  to  put  into  practice  the  little  bits  of  knowledge 
I  had  gained  along  the  way.  Don't  misunderstand 
me.  Music  wasn't  all  I  worked  on  and  isn't  my  only 
interest,  not  by  any  means.  But  I  wanted  to  reach 
my  goal  in  music.  I  had  quite  a  few  years  to  prepare 
myself,  so  every  time  a  chance  to  learn  or  participate 
came  up,  I  worked  at  it  the  best  I  knew  how.  Most 
important  of  all,  I  always  tried  to  figure  out  how 
each  opportunity  and  experience  I  received  with 
music  would  someday  benefit  me  in  becoming  a 
specialized  choir  singer.  Since  the  end  product  of 
my  long-range  plan  was  to  come  from  that  valid 
stabilizer  called  experience,  I  felt  I  could  not  miss. 
To  gain  this  necessary  experience,  I  felt  I  needed 
to  set  intermediate  goals  in  order  to  qualify  as  a 
candidate  for  the  ultimate  goal.  I  made  an  effort  to 
talk  to  older  friends  of  mine  who  had  actually  been 
in  the  Madrigals.  They  gave  me  a  few  hints  on  what 
stepping-stones  I  should  use  on  my  way  through 
school.  The  major  part  of  my  training  consisted  of 
making  sure  I  took  a  vocal  singing  class  each  year 
through  school.  This  meant  two  years  of  boys  glee 
club  in  junior  high  and  three  years  of  choir  singing 
in  high  school.  I  didn't  just  do  the  minimum  to 
participate  in  these  classes;  rather,  I  put  forth  a 
maximum  effort.  Opportunities  to  sing  also  came  in 
other  ways,  such  as  school-sponsored  city  choirs  and 
Church-sponsored  music  festivals.  On  each  occasion 
(Concluded  on  page  421.) 


*  After   graduating    from    high    school,    Norman    Maxfield    brief  Ij' 

attended    the    University    of    Utah    before    leaving    to    serve    in    the 

Australia  West  Mission.  A  member  of  the  Colonial  Hills  Ward,  Hillside 

(Utah)  Stake,  he  was  also  ward  YWMIA  activity  counselor  before  his 

mission  call.  His  parents   are  Brother  and   Sister  A.  Vard   Maxfield. 
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THE  POWER  OF  PRAYER  {Concluded  from  page  415.) 


him  credit  for  leading  the  boat  to  our  rescue.  The 
captain  of  the  boat  had  gone  over  35  miles  off  his 
course  to  come  into  that  little  bay  to  rescue  us.  He 
was  influenced  to  come  to  that  spot  in  answer  to 
prayer.  We  regard  it  as  a  modern  miracle.  The  in- 
fluence of  the  faith  and  prayers  of  our  good  wives 
and  friends  did  much  to  bring  us  safely  home.  I 
shall  never  forget  the  courage  and  faith  of  my  com- 
panions. Their  undaunted  courage  in  the  face  of 
adversity  will  always  be  an  inspiration  to  me. 

We  join  in  thanking  God  for  performing  a  miracle 
in  our  behalf.  May  we  ever  remain  faithful  to  him.'^ 

God   Is  All-Powerful 

In  their  recent  historic  trip  to  the  moon,  the  as- 
tronauts quoted  from  scripture  concerning  the  ere- 

^"Alaskan  Rescue,"  LDS  Adventure  Stories,  page  24. 


ation  of  the  world  and  uttered  a  sincere  prayer.  From 
their  vantage  point  they  could  view  the  entire  earth, 
much  the  same  as  Moses  was  permitted  to  see  it: 

.  .  .  Moses  cast  his  eyes  and  beheld  the  earth,  yea, 
even  all  of  it;  and  there  was  not  a  particle  of  it  which 
he  did  not  behold,  discerning  it  by  the  spirit  of  God. 

And  he  beheld  also  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and 
there  was  not  a  soul  which  he  beheld  not;  and  he  dis- 
cerned them  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  .  .  ."  (Moses  1:27, 
28.) 

God  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth  and  all 
things  that  in  them  are.  God  is  all-powerful.  At 
times  in  our  lives,  when  our  faith  is  sufficiently 
strong  and  we  make  ourselves  worthy,  we  can  go  to 
the  source  of  all  power  and  can  experience  the  power 
of  prayer. 
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Do  You 
Over-Strixcture 


Your  Prosram? 


The  function  of  stake  Sunday 
School  board  members  in  relation 
to  their  counterparts  on  the  ward 
level  is  a  staff  function  and  not  a 
line  function.  This  means  that  the 
stake  board  member  has  the 
responsibility  of  teaching,  counsel- 
ing, and  training  his  ward  counter- 
part, but  does  not  have  the 
authority  to  direct,  call,  or  release. 
The  relationship  is  advisory. 

The  stake  board  member  carries 
out  his  responsibility  through  per- 
sonal interviews  with  his  ward 
counterpart  and  also  in  depart- 
mental sessions  of  stake  leadership 
meetings.  His  visits  to  the  various 
wards  of  the  stake  enable  him  to 
observe  and  evaluate  the  progress 
being  made,  and  to  determine  the 
needs  and  the  effectiveness  of  the 
program  for  which  he  is  respon- 
sible. This  information  assists  him 
in  determining  the  concepts  that 
he  will  teach  in  his  personal  inter- 
views and  in  stake  leadership 
meetings. 

The  interview  should  be  held  in 
a  place  where  there  will  be  a  mini- 


mum of  interruption  and  at  a  time 
when  both  parties  are  free  to  con- 
centrate on  the  needs  at  hand.  The 
stake  board  member  should  use  the 
interview  to  teach  his  ward  coun- 
terpart what  he  should  be  doing 
and  how  he  should  be  doing  it. 

The  departmental  session  of 
stake  leadership  meeting  is  used 
to  teach  concepts  that  are  applic- 
able to  all  contemporary  ward  Sun- 
day School  officers  in  the  stake. 
The  general  board  of  the  Sunday 
School  has  prepared  and  distribut- 
ed lessons  for  presentation  in 
monthly  stake  leadership  meetings. 
In  some  cases  the  material  fur- 
nished is  too  voluminous  for  the 
departmental  session.  It  should  be 
understood  that  this  material  is 
only  meant  to  suggest.  The  indi- 
vidual conducting  the  class  should 
design  his  subject  material  to  fill 
the  needs  of  those  attending.  His 
visits  to  the  wards  and  his  inter- 
views with  his  ward  counterparts 
should  enable  him  to  learn  their 
needs. 


It  would  be  unfortunate  if  a 
ward  Sunday  School  officer  who 
needed  an  exchange  of  ideas  with 
his  colleagues  on  specific  matters 
was  precluded  from  such  a  discus- 
sion because  the  material  furnished 
by  the  general  board  had  to  be 
taught  that  particular  day.  It 
would  be  unfortunate  if  the  officer 
conducting  the  session  felt  that  all 
the  material  furnished  by  the  gen- 
eral board  had  to  be  presented  that 
particular  day  regardless  of  the 
time  available  or  the  importance 
of  other  matters. 

We  are  interested,  primarily,  in 
building  the  individual.  This  is 
done  by  building  concepts,  by  de- 
veloping understanding,  and  by 
motivating  the  individual  to  do  his 
job  well.  The  number  and  nature 
of  interviews  and  the  content  of 
the  departmental  session  of  stake 
leadership  meeting  should  be  de- 
signed to  accomplish  this  objec- 
tive best. 

— Asst.  General  Superintendent 
Roy  den  G.  Derrick. 


Memorized  Recitations 


for  January,  1971 

The  following  scriptures  should 
be  memorized  by  students  in 
Courses  8  and  16,  respectively,  and 
recited  in  unison  during  Sunday 
School  worship  service  on  January 
3,  1971. 

Course  8: 

(Christ  tells  us  how  we  may  ob- 
tain forgiveness.) 

"For   if   ye   forgive   men   their 


trespasses,  your  heavenly  Father 
will  also  forgive  you." 

— Matthew  6:14. 

Course  16: 

(Christ  explains  what  it  means 
to  follow  him  and  tells  us  the  re- 
wards of  discipleship.) 

"If  ye  continue  in  my  word,  then 
are  ye  my  disciples  indeed;  and  ye 
shall  know  the  truth,  and  the 
truth  shall  make  you  free." 

— John  8:31,  32. 


COMING   EVENTS 

December  20, 1970 
Christmas  Worship  Service 
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Answers  to  Your  Questions 

Status  of  Nonmember  Eight-year-olds 

Q.  Should  children  attaining  the 
age  of  eight  and  not  baptized  be 
taken  out  of  their  class  and  placed 
in  another? 

— Colorado  Springs  Stake. 

A.  No.  Course  8  is  a  Senior  Sun- 
day School  class.  The  membership 
of  the  class  is  determined  by  the 
policy  set  forth  in  the  June  and 
July,  1970  issues  of  The  Instruc- 
tor.^ Membership  in  all  classes, 
including  Courses  6  and  7,  remains 
the  same  throughout  the  year,  re- 
gardless of  whether  individuals  are 
baptized  or  not. 

Junior  Section  of  Stake  Conference 

Q,  Who  is  in  charge  of  the  Junior 
section  of  stake  conference? 

— Springville  Stake. 

A.  The  stake  president  desig- 
nates an  individual  to  conduct  the 

iSee  "Changes  in  Methods  of  Promotion," 
June,  1970,  page  216;  "Advancement  Sched- 
ule," July,  1970,  page  260.  See  also  "Answers 
to  Your  Questions,"  September,  1970,  page  335. 


Junior  section  of  stake  confer- 
ence. Generally  this  responsibiUty 
has  been  delegated  to  the  stake 
Sunday  School  superintendency, 
who  in  turn  delegate  the  conduct- 
ing to  the  stake  coordinator.  Others 
may  be  chosen  to  assist  when  so 
assigned. 

Christmas  Programs 

Q.  Will  the  Christmas  programs 
for  Junior  Sunday  School  and  Se- 
nior Sunday  School  be  printed  in 
The  Instructor? 

A.  No.  The  Christmas  programs 
were  printed  separately  and  mailed 
out  to  all  stakes  and  wards. 

Budget  Fund 

Q.  Are  budget  funds  to  be  col- 
lected by  the  Sunday  School  in  the 
future  as  in  the  past? — Florida 
Stake. 

A.  No.  The  Sunday  School  bud- 
get fund  has  been  eliminated  by 
direction  of  the  First  Presidency  of 


the  Church.  Ward  and  stake  Sun- 
day School  organizations  must 
look  to  ward  and  stake  budgets  for 
funds. 

Status  of  Teacher  Trainers 

Q.  After  January  1,  1971  will 
Sunday  School  stake  and  ward 
teacher  trainers  be  responsible  for 
the  preservice  teacher  training 
class? 

A.  No.  After  the  first  of  the 
year  the  teacher-training  course 
will  be  under  direction  of  the  ward 
director  of  teacher  development, 
appointed  by  the  bishop,  and  the 
stake  director  of  teacher  develop- 
ment, appointed  by  the  stake  pres- 
ident. Ward  and  stake  teacher 
trainers  will  not  function  as  Sun- 
day School  teacher  trainers.  Those 
who  are  called  as  Sunday  School 
teacher  trainers  will  be  involved 
with  visiting  and  inservice  training 
of  Sunday  School  teachers. 

— The  General  Superintendency 


THE  SUREST  WAY  TO  GET  SOMEWHERE  (Concluded  from 
I  volunteered  to  participate  on  the  single  assumption 
that  someday  the  training  would  help.  A  lot  of  boys 
didn't  make  the  effort  to  sing  in  groups  like  these 
because  these  activities  took  a  lot  of  extra  time  and 
work. 

It  wasn't  easy  for  me,  either.  I  did  have  to  over- 
come a  few  rough  spots.  My  first  setback  came  in 
junior  high  school.  The  first  year  I  tried  out  for  the 
boys  glee  I  didn't  make  it  because  I  couldn't  sing 
soprano.  I  was  disappointed,  but  this  only  made  me 
more  determined  that  I  was  going  to  be  part  of  the 
glee  club  the  next  year.  And  I  was. 

Another  difficulty  came  during  my  high  school 
years.  My  music  teacher  wanted  me  to  take  part  in 
a  state  choir  festival,  which  required  me  to  attend 
rehearsals  at  almost  the  same  time  I  had  football 
practices.  I  was  playing  varsity  football  at  the  time, 
and  it  was  imperative  to  the  team  that  I  attend  the 
practices.  At  first  I  thought  it  would  be  impossible  to 
continue  with  my  music  along  with  football,  but 
keeping  in  mind  my  definite  goal  in  music,  I  decided 
to  discuss  the  problem  with  my  instructor.  We  came 


page  418.) 

to  the  conclusion  that  if  I  really  wanted  to,  I  could 
do  both.  That's  what  happened.  I  somehow  man- 
aged to  make  everybody  happy  by  leaving  football 
practices  early  and  arriving  late  for  choir  rehearsals. 
This  only  lasted  a  few  days,  and  everything  turned 
out  for  the  best.  I  was  the  only  student  to  ever  man- 
age both  festival  practices  and  football. 

Finally,  in  my  senior  year,  my  dream  and  long- 
range  goal  became  a  reality.  I  think  partly  because 
of  some  extra  effort  before  tryouts,  I  was  privileged 
to  be  chosen  as  both  an  a  cappella  and  special  Mad- 
rigal group  member.  All  my  work  and  planning  had 
paid  off,  and  now  I  was  getting  repaid  in  the  form 
of  true  enjoyment  as  we  traveled  around  and  per- 
formed for  people.  I  had  truly  become  like  one  of 
those  people  I  had  admired  so  greatly  years  before. 
During  that  year  my  love  for  music  and  singing  grew 
so  much  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  my  friends  and 
I  decided  to  carry  on  with  our  group.  We  formed  a 
double  quartet  of  both  boys  and  girls  and  performed 
throughout  our  freshman  year  at  college. 


Library  File  Reference:  MUSIC;  PERSONAL  GOALS;  SELF-ESTEEM; 
SPORTS. 
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It  is  through  in-class  and  out-of-class  trying  of  ideas       To  Know  and  To  Do 


that  students  can  progress 


From  Know  How 
to  Know-How 


by  Eldon  H.  Puckett 


The  adage  "knowledge  is  power"  might  be  im- 
proved upon  if  stated:  "applied  knowledge  is  power." 
To  illustrate:  I  have  a  15-year-old  son  who  hounds 
me  almost  without  ceasing  to  be  given  a  chance 
to  drive  the  family  car,  even  though  he  is  not  yet 
licensed  to  do  so.  His  rejoinder  after  each  denial  is, 
"Aw,  come  on,  Dad,  I  know  how."  And  he  does. 
He  has  watched  my  every  move  to  such  an  extent 
that  he  can  describe  in  minute  detail  how  to 
drive  the  car.  His  knowledge,  however,  is  powerless 
(except  in  the  latent  sense)  until  such  time  as  he 
has  the  opportunity  to  apply  it  (and  I  sometimes 
shudder  at  the  contemplation  of  the  power  he  will 
have  when  that  happens). 
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To  illustrate  further:  A  great  musician  is  reported 
to  have  said,  "I  must  know  my  music  in  every  detail 
before  I  ever  go  to  the  keyboard."  He  meant,  of 
course,  that  he  must  have  the  music  memorized  so 
well  that  there  would  be  nothing  to  distract  him 
from  the  interpretation  and  expressive  performance 
of  the  selection.  But  think  about  his  statement  again. 
Couldn't  it  be  literally  true?  Isn't  it  conceivable  that 
a  brilliant  person  could  memorize  a  piano  concerto 
even  to  the  details  of  how  to  play  and  phrase,  with- 
out ever  having  touched  a  piano? 

As  you  think  about  it,  it  becomes  apparent  that 
there  is  little  about  how  to  play  a  piano  that  could 
not  be  learned  at  an  intellectual  level  without  the 
involvement  of  performance.  It  is  conceivable  that  a 
person  could  be  brought  to  such  a  level  of  knowledge 
that  he  could  truthfully  say  "I  know  how  to  play  this 
concerto,"  without  his  being  able  to  play  even  a 
simple  scale.  You  might  say  that  such  a  person 
knows  how  the  piece  is  played  but  lacks  the  "know- 
how"  to  play  it  because  he  has  not  tried  or  applied 
his  knowledge.  In  summary,  a  person  may  accumu- 
late considerable  knowledge  about  how  something  is 
done  without  knowing  how  to  do  it.  He  can  only 
learn  to  do  by  doing.  And  it  is  in  the  doing  of  a  thing 
that  real  power  lies. 

Try  the  Ideas 

It  follows  that  instruction,  to  be  of  greatest  value, 
must  make  provision  for  the  student  to  try  the  ideas 
or  skills  being  taught. 

As  with  anything  else,  there  is  much  about  the 
gospel  which  can  be  learned  at  the  intellectual  level 
without  the  involvement  of  performance.    But  such 
knowledge  may  be  of  little  effect  in  the  life  of 
the  learner.  For  this  knowledge  to  be  of  great- 
est value  it  is  essential  that  the  student 
try  the  ideas  being  presented.    This 
trying  is  so  essential,  in  fact,  that 
teachers  should  work  as  hard  at 
getting  students  to  apply  gos- 
pel   principles    as    moms   and 
dads  do  at  getting  junior  to  prac- 
tice the  piano. 

Teachers  may  provide  oppor- 
tunities for  students  to  try  out 
ideas  being  taught  in  two  ways: 

(1)  Through  the  "apply"  step 

in  the  learing  sequence    (which 

we  call  in-class  application). 

(2)  Through  an  out-of-class  application 
(that  is,  an  assignment  or  challenge). 

THE      1 NSTR  U  CTOR 


For  Faculty  Meeting  Enrichment 

This  learning  sequence  consists  of  three  basic 
parallel  and  concurrent  teacher-pupil  activities: 


Teacher  Activity 

Pupil  Activity 

show 

perceive 

discuss 

think 

apply 

try 

As  the  teacher  plans  the  lesson,  he  gives  con- 
sideration to  all  three  steps  of  the  sequence  for  each 
idea  to  be  taught.  He  plans  a  variety  of  effective 
ways  to  show  the  idea  so  that  students  will  perceive 
it  clearly;  he  provokes  discussion  to  cause  students 
to  think  about  the  idea;  then,  to  clinch  learning,  he 
invites  students  to  apply  the  idea. 

The  apply  step  can  be  carried  through  in  several 
ways.  Each  will  require  the  student  to  do  something 
with  the  idea  being  taught.  If  the  student  under- 
stands the  idea,  he  will  be  able  to: 

1.  Describe  its  implications  for  his  future  be- 
havior: "How  can  I  use  this  in  my  life?" 

2.  Show  its  relationship  to  his  previous  experi- 
ences: "How  does  this  square  with  other  things  I 
know?" 

3.  List  or  tell  other  related  ideas. 

4.  Plan  to  use  this  in  his  own  life — make  a  per- 
sonal commitment. 

5.  Plan  to  share  his  experience  with  others. 

6.  Analyze  his  present  use  of  this  information 
(with  a  view  to  improvement,  change). 

7.  Use  the  information  in  the  solution  of  a 
problem. 

8.  Use  the  information  in  a  vicarious  way  (role 
playing,  simulation). 

Effective  Application 

Each  of  the  foregoing  "apply"  procedures  can  be 
used  in  class  as  valuable  parts  of  the  lesson.  How- 
ever, students  should  also  be  encouraged  to  apply 
lesson  ideas  outside  of  class  in  their  daily  lives.  For 
instance,  a  student  might  be  assigned  to  keep  a 
record  during  the  week  of  the  times  that  he  engages 
in  silent  prayer.  Or  he  might  be  challenged  to  achieve 
a  perfect  record  in  performing  a  specified  task  dur- 
ing a  specified  period  of  time — for  instance,  going 
a  full  month  without  missing  a  daily  reading  of  the 
scriptures.  The  important  thing  to  remember  is  that 
in  some  way  the  young  person  needs  encouragement 
to  apply  the  ideas  being  taught.  It  is  not  enough  to 
provide  effective  "show"  activities  to  stimulate  dis- 
cussion and  then  assume  that  application  will  some- 
how automatically  follow.  While  there  may  be  some 
self-starters  who  will  be  disposed  to  try  an  idea 
simply  as  a  result  of  exposure  to  it,  most  students 
(young  and  old  alike)  will  need  encouragement  and 


a  specific  invitation  before  they  will  be  moved  to 
action. 

For  example:  A  deacons  quorum  leader  may  pre- 
sent a  lesson  on  tithing  so  skillfully  that  every  deacon 
present  learns  what  tithing  is  and  why  it  is  important 
that  Church  members  pay  it,  and  yet  may  fail  to 
inspire  the  boys  to  pay  tithing  themselves. 

One  or  two  students  may  do  a  better  job  of  pay- 
ing their  tithing  as  a  result  of  such  a  lesson,  but  it 
is  quite  possible  that  the  others  will  go  on  with  no 
change  in  their  way  of  tithe  paying.  How  much 
more  effective  in  the  lives  of  boys  might  the  lesson 
be  if  it  were  to  close  with  each  boy  being  given  an 
inexpensive  account  book  in  which  to  keep  a  record 
of  his  income,  expenditures,  and  tithing  payments. 
Such  a  gift,  accompanied  by  a  fervent  testimony  and 
challenge,  would  probably  be  a  direct  stimulus  to 
improvement  in  the  tithing  practices  of  every  student. 

Effective  in-class  and  out-of-class  applications 
hold  the  key  to  elimination  of  one  criticism  often 
leveled  by  youth  against  Sunday  School  lessons, 
namely  that  the  lessons  are  not  relevant.  Such  criti- 
cism is  indicative  that  youth  have  not  been  actively 
engaged  in  trying  out  gospel  principles  and  assessing 
their  impact  in  their  own  lives.  If  actively  applied, 
gospel  principles  will  produce  their  own  testimony  of 
relevance, 

I  recall  a  friendly  argument  that  I  had  as  a 
youth  with  a  fellow  quorum  member  whose  testi- 
mony was  weakening  with  the  passage  of  time.  On 
this  occasion  he  spoke  as  an  agnostic.  "No  one  can 
know  that  the  gospel  is  true,"  he  said. 

"I  will  accept  your  statement,"  I  replied,  "only 
after  you  have  tried  to  live  the  gospel.  Go  and  live 
every  gospel  principle  and  keep  every  commandment 
for  just  one  month;  then  come  back  and  tell  me  that 
no  one  can  know  that  the  gospel  is  true,  and  I'll 
believe  you." 

My  friend  was  silent  for  a  moment:  then  he  re- 
plied quietly,  "You  are  right.  I  have  no  right  to 
question  another's  testimony  of  the  gospel  until  I 
have  put  it  to  a  real  test  myself." 

We  both  knew  that  the  relevance  of  gospel  prin- 
ciples to  our  lives  is  found  only  in  their  application 
in  our  thoughts  and  daily  activities,  and  that  a  testi- 
mony of  their  truth  is  an  inevitable  consequence  of 
such  application. 

The  Apply  Step 

It  is  essential  that  teachers  in  the  Church  make 
provisions  for  students  to  try  the  ideas  they  are 
learning. 

This  article  might  be  regarded  as  a  "show"  step 
for  the  main  idea  stated  in  the  preceding  paragraph 
(Concluded  on  page  429.) 
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Our  Worshipful 
Hyran  Practice 

Senior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  January 


Hymn:  "O  Sons  of  Zion";  author,  Ed 
M.  Rowe;  composer,  Robert  P.  Manook- 
in;  Hymns — The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  152. 

So  far  as  I  know,  this  marks  the 
first  time  that  this  hymn  has  been 
used  as  the  practice  hymn  of  the 
month.  That  may  be  an  unwar- 
ranted generaHzation,  however,  in 
view  of  some  of  the  correspondence 
we  receive  dealing  with  this  music. 
It  has  been  our  desire  to  select 
worthwhile  lesser-known  hymns  for 
consideration  in  order  that  Church 
members  may  become  familiar  with 
them  and  thus  make  their  church 
experiences  more  meaningful.  It 
has  been  somewhat  disconcerting, 
therefore,  to  receive  letters  from 
time  to  time  in  which  the  writer 
has  suggested  that  hymns  not 
quite  so  familiar  as  those  selected 
be  used,  implying  that  the  material 
we  have  considered  to  be  generally 
unfamiliar  is  in  fact  very  familiar. 
However,  in  at  least  as  many  cases, 
letters  have  been  received  indicat- 
ing that  the  hymns  selected  are 
completely  unknown.  We  are  faced 
with  the  awareness  that  these 
articles  and  their  contents,  then, 
are  based  pretty  much  on  a  sub- 
jective viewpoint;  and  it  is  fer- 
vently hoped  that  they  may  be  of 
some  value  to  the  Sunday  School 
musician  of  whatever  category. 

Robert  Manookin,  the  composer 
of  the  hymn  for  this  month,  is  pres- 
ently a  faculty  member  of  the  Brig- 
ham  Young  University  music 
department,  with  many  successful 
vocal  and  instrumental  composi- 
tions to  his  credit.  It  is  extremely 
gratifying  to  realize  that  a  number 
of  talented  composers  and  per- 
forming musicians  are  appearing 
throughout  the  Church  to  enhance 
its  cultural  stature.  Until  recently 


Dr.  Manookin  was  also  bishop  of  a 
Provo  ward. 

This  hymn  is  one  of  several  which 
were  submitted  by  the  composer 
when  the  present  hymnbook  was 
compiled.  Although  his  composi- 
tional style  has  altered  consider- 
ably in  the  intervening  years,  the 
hymn  illustrates  his  sure  sense  of 
form,  of  melodic  line,  and  of  syl- 
labic accent.  It  bears  an  interesting 
resemblance  to  "In  Hymns  of 
Praise"  {Hymns,  No.  9)  which  by 
the  way,  deserves  to  be  heard  more 
often  too! 

Conductors  and  organists  alike 
are  reminded  to  read  the  text  of 
the  hymn  aloud  as  they  prepare  it, 
in  order  that  the  logic  of  the  phras- 
ing may  become  apparent.  As  you 
do  this,  you  will  observe  that  each 
stanza  is  different.  But  avoid  long 
discussions  with  the  congregation 
concerning  this  matter;  rather,  by 
the  clarity  of  your  conducting  beat, 
or,  in  the  case  of  the  organist,  by 
completely  removing  the  fingers 
from  the  keyboard  at  the  points  of 
phrasing,  make  these  differences 
apparent  to  the  congregation.  Sing- 
ers will  learn  to  become  attentive 
if  they  are  aware  that  the  musi- 
cians in  charge  of  the  rehearsal  do 
not  approach  their  task  in  a  plod- 
ding, unimaginative  way,  but  are 
intent  upon  having  the  message  of 
the  text  shine  through. 

An  example  of  how  good  con- 
ducting can  encourage  correct 
phrasing  occurs  in  the  first  line  of 
the  first  stanza.  Note  that  the  ten- 
dency will  be  to  breathe  after  the 
word  "voice";  if,  however,  the  con- 
ductor's movement  on  the  third 
beat  of  the  second  measure  is 
somewhat  more  broad  than  normal, 
and  if  the  left  hand  is  also  used  to 


sustain  the  phrase,  the  singers  will 
not  likely  breathe  at  this  place — at 
least,  not  after  the  first  time 
through!  Note,  however,  that  the 
second  stanza  is  quite  different. 
Here  the  sense  of  the  words  sug- 
gests that  we  maintain  the  phrase 
"men"  at  the  end  of  the  first  line. 
This  too  can  be  handled  by  good 
conducting. 

A  childhood  game  I  remember 
was  "Follow  the  Leader,"  in  which 
we  were  obliged  to  do  exactly  that 
— follow  the  leader.  The  one  se- 
lected for  the  temporary  honor  of 
being  leader  took  pride  in  leading 
us  into  all  sorts  of  ludicrous  and 
illogical  places.  That  this  same 
problem  is  also  widespread  in  the 
phrasing  of  hymns  can  be  shown  by 
referring  to  a  very  well  known 
hymn,  "O  Say,  What  is  Truth?" 
Years  of  listening  to  and  singing 
this  hymn  have  never  justified  for 
me  the  poor  phrasing  which  usually 
occurs  on  the  third  line  with  the 
word  "when."  The  logic  of  the 
phrasing  demands  that  the  thought 
be  continuous:  "And  priceless  the 
value  of  truth  will  be  when  the 
proud  monarch's  costliest .  .  ."  etc. 
True,  a  fermata  occurs  on  "when"; 

{Concluded  on  page  426.) 


January  Sacrament  Gems 

Senior  Sunday  School 

"Draw  nigh  to  God,  and  he  will 
draw  nigh  to  you."^ 

Junior  Sunday  School 

"Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour 
as  thyself."^ 

1  James  4:8. 
^Matthew  22:39. 
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Junior  Sunday  School  Music  Period  for  the  Month  of  January 


Songs  :    Choose   and   Review. 

January  is  a  Choose-and-Review 
month,  a  good  time  to  choose  the 
songs  or  hymns  that  have  pre- 
sented the  most  problems  during 
the  past  year  and  carefully  review 
them.  Reviewing  gives  us  a  good 
measure  of  our  effectiveness  in 
teaching  our  children  in  song  prac- 
tice. 

There  are  five  Sundays  in  Jan- 
uary, and  as  you  review  five  or 
more  different  songs  here  are  some 
suggestions : 

1.  Use  a  picture  to  recall  the 
song  or  hymn  to  the  children,  or 
have  them  choose  a  picture  that 
fits  the  mood  of  the  song  or  hymn. 

2.  Have  the  conductor  sing 
through  the  song  or  hymn  first. 

3.  Have  the  older  classes  pre- 
sent the  song  or  hymn-^with  some 
previous  help  so  that  it  will  be  ef- 
fective. 

4.  Have  the  accompanist  play 
through  the  song  or  hymn,  asking 
the  children  to  raise  their  hands 
as  soon  as  they  recognize  it. 

5.  Have  someone  —  bishop  or 
counselor,  deacon,  teacher,  priest, 
teacher,  coordinator,  etc. — hum  or 
sing  the  melody  on  "loo^*  to  see 
if  the  children  can  recall  the  words. 

6.  Have  the  melody  played  on 
an  instrument  to  see  if  the  children 
can  recall  the  words. 


I.  If  a  song  or  hymn  is  well 
known,  ask  the  children  to  dis- 
cover which  part  of  it  you  are  di- 
recting. 

8.  Choose  children  to  direct  dif- 
ferent phrases  along  with  you,  and 
challenge  them  to  detect  a  wrong 
movement  made  by  the  conductor. 

9.  Allow  all  children  to  partici- 
pate by  playing  melody  and 
rhythm  instruments,  taking  part 
in  a  demonstration,  clapping 
rhythm,  or  singing  in  harmony. 

10.  Begin  the  review  of  a  song 
or  hymn  by  starting  with  the 
chorus  or  refrain. 

II.  Enlist  the  aid  of  the  chil- 
dren in  adding  a  descant,  introduc- 
tion, and/or  an  accompaniment 
with  conduit  bells  or  other  simple 
instruments. 

12.  Use  "stop"  and  ''go"  signs 
to  encourage  close  attention. 

13.  Divide  the  children  into  dif- 
ferent sections  and  have  one  group 
sing  one  line  or  verse  of  a  song, 
another  the  next  line  or  the  chorus, 
etc. 

14.  Allow  children  to  select  the 
title  of  a  song  or  hymn  from  your 
flower  basket,  blackboard,  etc. 

15.  Have  a  group  of  the  older 
children  select  a  review  song  or 
hymn  that  they  could  help  the 
younger  children  learn  better. 

16.  Have  the  children  learn 
some  songs  by  memory. 


Organ  Music  To  Accompany  January  Sacrament  Gems 
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There  are  16  suggestions  here 
and  five  Sundays  in  which  to  use 
them.  Each  conductor  will  also 
probably  have  many  more  sugges- 
tions of  his  own  to  help  add  inter- 
est as  he  varies  his  approach  each 
week. 

January  offers  us  many  gifts:  a 
new  year,  the  opportunity  for  a 
new  look  and  a  new  evaluation  of 
our  performance,  new  goals  to  at- 
tain. 

We  who  are  assigned  to  music 
in  the  Church,  and  to  Junior  Sun- 
day School  music  specificially, 
need  to  have  a  basic  philosophy  as 
to  why  we  have  music  in  the  Junior 
Sunday  School  and  what  goals  we 
hope  to  accomplish  through  the 
year. 

Our  great  goal  is  to  teach  the 
gospel  through  music.  To  do  this 
we  must  help  Junior  Sunday 
School  children  develop  their  musi- 
cal skills  and  find  satisfying  spiri- 
tual experiences  through  music. 
This,  in  turn,  means  we  mtist  de- 
velop basic  musical  principles  of 
awareness  and  response  in  the 
children.  Two  of  these  principles 
are  a  rhythmical  sense  and  a  mel- 
odic sense. 

The  following  checklist  is  given 
as  a  guide  for  each  music  team  to 
work  on  alone  and  then  together 
in  accomplishing  these  objectives. 
Music  is  a  complex  subject,  and 
some  areas  of  our  background  may 
need  some  additional  strength.  If 
this  is  so,  please  take  steps  to 
strengthen  yourself  because  music, 
of  all  subjects,  should  be  a  vital, 
living,  enriching,  everyday  experi- 
ence. 

For  Conductor  and  Accompanist 

1.  Am  I  kind  with  our  young 
brothers  and  sisters? 

2.  Do  I  project  a  positive  atti- 
tude about  my  assignment? 

3.  Am  I  considerate  of  the  reac- 
tions of  the  Junior  Sunday  School 
children  to  the  music  activities? 

(Concluded  on  following  page) 
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4.  Am  I  enthusiastic  about 
teaching  and  learning  new  ideas? 

5.  Do  I  follow  the  programmed 
suggestions  of  the  Sunday  School 
general  board? 

6.  Am  I  well  prepared  for  each 
Sunday's  presentation? 

7.  Am  I  present  well  ahead  of 
time  to  be  sure  things  are  in  order 
for  my  part  of  the  worship  service? 

8.  Do  I  have  open  communica- 
tion with  the  coordinator,  the 
bishopric,  and  the  Aaronic  Priest- 
hood to  be  sure  that  the  precious 
moments  for  music  activity  and 
inspirational  presentations  are  not 
cut  short? 

9.  Do  I  attend  all  meetings  that 
I  should? 

10.  Do  I  go  the  second  mile  and 
give  something  "extra"  to  my  as- 
signment that  is  not  required? 

11.  Have  I  enlisted  the  aid  of 
all  adults  involved  in  Junior  Sun- 
day School  in  singing  the  songs? 

12.  Am  I  choosing  music  and 
activities  to  promote  real  spiritual 
and  musical  growth? 

13.  Am  I  dressed  according  to 
Church  standards  when  I  lead  the 
music  in  Junior  Sunday  School? 

For  the  Conductor 

1.  Do  I  have  the  music  well  in 
mind  each  Sunday? 


2.  Do  I  know  how  to  handle  the 
music  technically — beat  pattern, 
cue  beats,  phrasing,  tempo,  dy- 
namics, etc.? 

3.  Do  I  present  an  enthusiastic, 
vibrant  appearance  before  the  chil- 
dren? 

4.  Do  I  keep  things  moving  on 
the  positive  side  and  avoid  criti- 
cising? 

5.  Do  I  use  the  full  time  for  the 
music  period? 

6.  Do  I  evaluate  my  own  teach- 
ing and  seek  the  help  of  my  co- 
ordinator, stake  leader,  and  others 
so  that  I  may  improve? 

7.  Do  I  take  criticism  kindly? 

8.  Am  I  courteous  toward  the 
accompanist  and  the  children? 

9.  Do  I  use  words  in  my  presen- 
tations that  paint  pictures,  suggest 
actions,  create  moods? 

10.  Do  I  love  my  assignment? 

For  the  Accompanist 

1.  Do  I  practice  regularly,  care- 
fully? 

2.  Do  I  see  that  the  piano/organ 
I  use  is  in  good  repair? 

3.  Do  I  study  or  have  I  recently 
studied  piano/organ  with  a  com- 
petent teacher? 

4.  Do  I  meet  with  the  conductor 
as  often  as  necessary  to  follow  his 


direction,  and  to  offer  any  extra 
help  I  can  give  in  addition  to  ac- 
companying? 

5.  Is  my  prelude  music  reverent, 
well  played,  and  appropriate  for 
children? 

6.  If  a  piano  is  used,  do  I  use 
the  damper  pedal  sparingly? 

7.  Am  I  able  to  hear  the  chil- 
dren sing  above  the  sound  of  my 
own  playing? 

8.  Do  I  seek  the  help  of  those 
placed  over  me  in  authority? 

9.  Do  I  take  criticism  kindly? 
10.  Do  I  love  my  assignment? 

Certainly  this  is  not  intended  to 
be  a  complete  checklist,  but  each 
affirmative  answer  shows  that  you 
are  a  step  closer  to  the  goals  we 
are  all  working  so  hard  for  in  Jun- 
ior Sunday  School  music.  We  can- 
not possibly  do  too  much  in  the 
service  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  for 
his  blessings  attend  us  all  as  we 
work  to  be  worthy  of  them. 

"Wherefore,  lift  up  your  hearts 
and  rejoice,  and  gird  up  your  loins, 
and  take  upon  you  my  whole  ar- 
mor, that  ye  may  be  able  to  with- 
stand the  evil  day,  having  done 
all,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  stand." 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  27:15.) 

— William  M.  Foxley. 


SENIOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  HYMN  FOR  THE  MONTH  OF  JANUARY    {Concluded  from  page  424.) 


but  it  need  not  be  long,  and  the 
conductor  should  never  indicate  a 
break  after  it! 

There  is  a  wonderful  text  from 
Isaiah  to  which  Handel  made  an 
eloquent  setting  in  the  Messiah — 
"AH  we  like  sheep  have  gone 
astray."   Let's  make  sure  that  we 


as  church  musicians  are  ultimately 
good  shepherds,  so  that  our 
"flocks"  will  not  be  led  into 
thoughtlessly  going  through  the 
hymns  with  no  result  other  than 
a  minimal  amount  of  vocal  exercise. 
Finally,  as  always,  be  careful  in 
the  treatment  of  a  hymn,  that  the 
primary  goal  of  creating  an  enjoy- 


able and  worthwhile  experience  for 
the  congregation  is  kept  uppermost 
in  your  mind.  Too  frequent  stop- 
ping for  corrections  can  become 
tiresome.  Strive  to  let  the  conduct- 
ing indicate  your  wishes  and  the 
music's  needs,  and  all  will  benefit. 

— Ralph  Woodward. 
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and  Plentifully  Reward 
the  Proud  Doer" 


-ADAPTED  FROM  PSAUM  31:23. 


by  Alice  Rae  Clark 


Billy  bowed  his  head  during  the  sacramental 
prayer  and  continued  to  fold  his  arms  as  the  sacra- 
ment was  passed.  Sister  Crane,  his  teacher,  turned 
her  head,  gave  a  slight  affirmative  nod,  and  smiled. 
Billy  returned  the  smile  and  continued  to  sit  quietly. 
Roger,  who  was  sitting  next  to  Billy,  was  twisting  in 
his  chair  and  tapping  his  feet  on  the  chair  in  front  of 
him.  He  observed  his  teacher's  reaction  and  changed 
his  position  to  match  that  of  Billy.  Sister  Crane  im- 
mediately caught  Roger's  eye  and  indicated  her  ap- 
proval. When  class  began,  Sister  Crane  thanked  the 
two  boys  for  the  fine  examples  they  had  set  for  the 
rest  of  the  Sunday  School,  describing  their  behavior 
in  detail  and  noting  this  was  the  behavior  which 
Jesus  had  expected.  She  complimented  them  on  car- 
rying out  the  plans  the  class  had  made  to  show  rev- 
erence during  the  worship  service. 

Jan  came  running  up  the  front  steps  of  the  church 
and  into  the  foyer.  Brother  Hamilton  came  forward, 
reached  out  his  hand,  and  in  friendly  greeting  said, 


For  special  use  of  Course  6  teachers  with  lesson  21   (February  7), 
"Be  Reverent";  and  for  the  general  use  of  all  Sunday  School  teachers. 


''Welcome  to  the  Lord's  house."  The  greeting  was  a 
reminder.  Sister  Jensen,  the  coordinator,  and  the 
superintendent  were  waiting  by  the  Junior  Sunday 
School  room.  As  Jan  approached.  Sister  Jensen  said, 
"Thank  you,  Jan,  for  walking  so  quietly.  We  are 
happy  you're  here  today.  Your  teacher  is  waiting  for 
you."  Jan  continued  the  quiet  walk  to  a  chair  on  the 
row  in  which  her  teacher  sat. 

In  the  classroom  Timmy  responded  to  Sister  Har- 
mer's  question  with  an  irrelevant  answer.  With  exas- 
peration Sister  Harmer  said,  "You  were  not  listening, 
Timmy.  If  you  can't  listen  so  you  will  understand 
what  we're  talking  about,  then  please  don't  try  to 
answer."  Timmy  sat  for  five  minutes  watching  others 
in  the  class  answer  questions  and  tell  their  experi- 
ences. Sister  Harmer  did  not  call  on  him.  But  Timmy 
spoke  up  excitedly  when  he  heard  the  word  "fisher- 
man," and  began  to  tell  about  a  fishing  trip  with  his 
dad.  "We're  not  talking  about  fishing  trips,"  the 
teacher  reminded  him,  and  complimented  the  next 

(Continued  on  following  pase.) 
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AND  PLENTIFULLY  REWARD  THE  PROUD  DOER"      (Continued  from  preceding  page.) 


child  for  paying  attention.  Timmy  flushed  with  em- 
barrassment. 

Soon  Sister  Harmer  asked  who  would  like  to  put 
the  pictures  on  the  flannelboard  as  she  told  the 
story.  Timmy  eagerly  raised  his  hand.  But  Sister 
Harmer  chose  three  other  children  for  the  task.  Tim- 
my sat  for  a  few  minutes,  then  began  to  squirm.  He 
pulled  his  mouth  into  a  long  slit  with  his  fingers  and 
rolled  his  eyes.  The  class  broke  into  peals  of  laughter. 
Then  Sister  Harmer  scolded  him  for  his  irreverent 
behavior. 

Why  did  the  children  respond  in  these  ways? 
Several  variables  can  be  examined: 

When  have  you  found  yourself  eagerly  repeating 
some  behavior?  Has  someone  ever  said  to  you, 
"What  a  god  job!"  "Great  idea!  Let's  try  your  plan." 
"You're  always  well  prepared,  no  wonder  you're  such 
a  good  teacher."  Praise  and  encouragement  cause  a 
child  to  try  harder  and  to  perform  better. 

".  .  .  And  plentifully  reward  the  proud  doer." 
This  principle  of  positive  reinforcement  is  one  key  to 
increase  desired  behavior  and  to  diminish  undesired 
behavior.  What  occurs  during  or  after  a  certain  be- 
havior determines  whether  or  not  that  behavior  will 
be  repeated. 

Praise,  attention,  approval,  and  love  are  all  rein- 
forcers  for  us;  and  when  they  are  given  because  of 
certain  acts,  those  acts  are  likely  to  be  repeated.  Love 
is  one  of  the  most  powerful  reinforcers.  Love  encom- 
passes respect  for  the  special  qualities  that  make  up 
the  individual,  consideration  for  his  feelings,  accept- 
ance of  his  frailties,  interest  in  his  happiness  and 
well-being,  and  thoughtfulness  in  providing  for  his 
needs. 

Immediate  reinforcement  is  usually  most  effective 
since  it  helps  insure  the  connection  between  the  act 
itself  and  the  reinforcement.  Delayed  reinforcement 
has  less  effect.  The  longer  the  lapse  of  time  between 
the  behavior  and  consequence,  the  less  effect  the  con- 
sequence will  have.  Behavior  which  is  not  reinforced 
will  become  less  frequent.  This  provides  direction  for 
modifying  behavior  for  the  better.  When  a  child's 
behavior  improves,  when  he  shows  some  reverent  be- 
havior, reinforcement  at  that  time  will  help  to  in- 
crease its  repetition.  Ignoring  behavior,  providing  no 
reinforcement  for  an  act,  will  tend  to  diminish  that 
behavior. 

Let  us  examine  the  behavior  of  the  three  children 
discussed  earlier:  Billy  was  given  approval  while  per- 
forming a  desired  behavior.  Roger  was  ignored  until 
he  made  a  move  to  better  his  behavior  and  was  then 
immediately  rewarded  with  teacher  approval.  Jan 
was  reminded  of  accepted  behavior  as  she  associated 


the  greeter's  remarks  with  concepts  learned  in  class 
lessons,  and  she  was  complimented  immediately  for 
her  good  behavior.  Jan's  good  behavior  continued 
into  the  Junior  Sunday  School  room. 

Timmy  was  rebuffed  by  the  teacher  when  he  tried 
to  respond,  and  then  completely  ignored.  This  treat- 
ment decreased  Timmy's  response  to  the  lesson  activ- 
ities. He  had  not  understood  what  the  teacher  was 
talking  about  during  the  lesson,  but  he  wanted  the 
recognition  other  class  members  were  receiving.  Tim- 
my's attempts  to  respond  proved  unsatisfying  to  him. 
Even  though  he  received  his  teacher's  attention  for 
a  time,  her  remarks  were  critical  and  embarrassing  to 
him.  The  teacher  showed  impatience  and  disrespect 
for  Timmy  rather  than  understanding  and  setting 
him  an  example  of  reverent  behavior.  His  undesirable 
behavior,  however,  brought  immediate  approving  peer 
attention.  No  wonder  it  continued! 

Billy's  behavior  had  developed  to  the  point  where 
he  initiated  the  reverent  behavior  himself.  However, 
even  established  behavior  will  tend  to  become  less 
frequent  if  no  reinforcement  occurs.  Though  only  in- 
termittent reinforcement  may  be  necessary  for  some 
children,  the  complete  abandonment  of  some  specific 
approval,  praise,  or  attention  for  the  behavior  will 
tend  to  diminish  its  repetition.  Roger  and  Jan's  be- 
havior needed  guidance,  though  they  had  some  con- 
cepts on  which  to  build  for  the  specific  situation  in 
which  they  were  involved. 

Another  variable  of  vital  importance  in  deter- 
mining the  behavior  of  a  child  in  certain  sets  of  cir- 
cumstances is  whether  or  not  the  child  knows  or 
understands  what  his  behavior  should  be  at  a  specific 
time. 

Timmy  did  not  understand  the  lesson  concepts. 
A  response  of  any  kind  appeared  appropriate  to  him, 
since  others  were  being  praised  and  asked  for  their 
ideas.  The  teacher  had  not  succeeded  in  showing  him 
the  lesson  concepts.  The  teacher  could  have  accepted 
his  responses  and  given  meaning  to  the  lesson  for  him 
through  other  approaches.  Then  he  could  have  been 
integrated  into  the  discussion. 

What  is  done  to  establish  and  ensure  continued 
reverent  behaviors?  Specific  ways  to  show  love  for 
our  Heavenly  Father  and  Jesus  Christ  and  respect 
for  the  Lord's  house  must  be  deliberately  taught.  For 
example,  "Be  Reverent"  (Lesson  21  of  Course  6) 
offers  the  teacher  planned  ways  to  teach  such  con- 
cepts. A  culminating  activity  for  this  lesson  could  be 
an  itemizing  of  exact  behaviors  which  show  respect 
in  the  Lord's  house.  Such  a  list  could  be  made  into  a 
permanent  chart  to  be  hung  in  the  classroom  each 
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week.  The  chart  would  be  of  greatest  value  if  the 
children  themselves  formulated  the  ideas  of  reverence 
(through  developing  the  concepts  in  the  lesson)  and 
these  were  recorded  in  the  language  of  the  children. 


The  chart  could  be  dittoed  for  use  by  each  class  mem- 
ber each  week,  with  a  month's  record  being  kept  on 
one  sheet. 

Such  items  as  the  following  might  be  included: 


REVERENCE    CHART 


Jimmy  Brown 

November  1 

November  8 

Very 
good 

Good 

Need  to 
improve 

Very 
good 

Good 

Need  to 
improve 

Entering  the  Meetinghouse 
I  walk 

I  use  a  quiet  voice 

Worship  Service 

I  sin£f  each  sone 

I  bow  my  head  and  close  my  eyes  during  the  prayer... 
I  sav  the  sacrament  gem 

I  think  of  Jesus  durinsr  the  sacrament 

I  listen  to  the  leaders  and  those  who  take  Dart 

I  help  in  the  inspirational  presentation 

Dismissal  to  Class 

I  walk  to  my  classroom 

I  use  a  Quiet  voice  if  I  need  to  talk 

Class  Period 

I  answer  q  uestions 

I  listen  to  those  helninff  with  the  lesson 

I  take  part  in  each  class  activity 

I  bow  my  head  and  close  my  eyes  during  the  prayer... 

Such  a  checklist  could  be  used  by  each  student 
for  a  weekly  self-evaluation  as  specific  behaviors  were 
being  developed.  Each  student  could  mark  his  own 
chart  and  evaluate  his  own  behavior.  The  teacher 
could  read  the  items  to  expedite  the  evaluations  and 
to  allow  everyone  to  participate.  Such  a  chart  would 
be  used  weekly  until  appropriate  behavior  became 
established,  and  then  intermittently  to  help  main- 
tain it. 

When  do  Junior  Sunday  School  children  exhibit 
reverent  behavior?  When  they  have  been  shown  such 
behavior  and  given  many  opportunities  to  prac- 
tice it  in  all  the  different  situations  where  that  be- 


havior is  expected.  Lesson  materials  provide  concepts 
concerning  reverent  behavior  and  also  ways  to  devel- 
op those  concepts.  Means  of  showing,  practicing,  and 
evaluating  concept  development  are  found  in  the 
techniques  of  role  playing,  dramatizing,  and  panto- 
miming. To  involve  EACH  class  member  in  saying- 
and-doing  activities  during  the  lesson,  to  check  on  his 
understanding,  and  to  let  him  practice  the  desired 
behavior  is  a  second  key  to  increasing  reverence. 

As  desired  behavior  occurs,  give  praise,  approval, 
attention,  and  show  love  frequently  and  immediate- 
ly: "...  and  plentifully  reward  the  proud  doer." 
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— "know-how  takes  knowledge  plus  practice."  If  you 
have  reacted  thoughtfully  as  you  have  read,  then  a 
discussion  of  sorts  has  occurred.  All  that  remains  to 
complete  the  learning  sequence  is  the  "apply"  step. 
Write  your  response  to  the  questions  posed  below. 
Go  ahead;  try  it.  See  if  it  doesn't  make  a  difference. 


What  are  some  implications  of  the  main  idea  of 
this  article  for  you  in  your  life? 

What  specific  action  will  you  take  to  try  out  the 
idea? 
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Political  and  religious  freedoms  are  taken  for  granted 
in  the  free  world,  and  their  suppression  under  a  Com- 
munist regime  is  incomprehensible  to  many.  But,  for 
us,  these  glorious  freedoms  can  never  be  taken  for 
granted  because  .  .  . 

WE  HAVE 

LIVED  IN 

BOTH  WORLDS 


by  Vincent  Vrba'' 


An  unexpected  telephone  call  a  few  hours  after 
midnight  is  in  itself  unpleasant.  Even  so,  this  can 
be  forgotten  if  the  message  is  more  pleasant  than  the 
experience  of  being  rudely  awakened.  Unfortunately, 
this  was  not  the  case  on  the  night  between  the  20th 
and  21st  of  August,  1968.  Over  the  wire  the  excited 
voice  of  our  neighbor  announced  to  me  in  all  brevity, 
"The  Russians  are  occupying  our  country!" 

The  sudden,  unwelcome  surprise  made  me  breath- 
less, "When?  How  is  that  possible?"  were  the  only 
questions  that  I  was  capable  of  asking. 

The  excited  voice  of  our  neighbor  endeavored  to 
furnish  a  few  more  details,  but  so  many  new  thoughts 
and  questions  emerged  in  my  mind  that  further  con- 
versation was  useless. 

Immediately  I  told  my  wife  of  the  tragic  happen- 
ing. Sleep  was  no  longer  possible.  In  the  next  room 
we  turned  on  the  radio  to  see  if  we  could  hear  further 
details.  The  familiar  but  agitated  voice  of  the  re- 
porter now  repeated  in  several  variations  the  official 
news  about  the  military  occupation  of  Czechoslo- 
vakia by  the  signatory  powers  of  the  so-called  War- 
saw Pact  led  by  the  Soviet  Union. 

Our  Greatest  Concern 

Our  attempts  to  get  news  from  outside  the  coun- 
try were,  at  that  moment,  unsuccessful.  It  seemed 
as  if  the  world  was  going  its  way,  unmindful  of  us. 
Silence  at  the  time  of  a  tragedy  is  awful.  However, 
we  suddenly  heard  an  announcer  from  somewhere 
abroad  discussing  the  occupation.  He  explained  in 
stereotyped  and  ungrammatical  Czechoslovak  the 
decision  of  the  Soviet  Union  to  put  down  the  coun- 
ter-revolution in  Czechoslovakia.  Turning  the  dial 
further,  we  picked  up  a  station  in  Prague  which  an- 
nounced that  our  leading  government  officials  had 
been  abducted.  At  the  end  of  the  announcement  the 
speaker  promised  to  give  additional  information  and 
promised  that  under  all  circumstances  the  news 
would  be  presented  factually  and  without  bias.  Sud- 
denly we  had  the  feeling  that  these  announcers  rep- 
resented the  will  of  the  people;  they  were  reporting 
the  news  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  people  whose 
country  was  being  overrun. 

To  go  to  work  the  next  morning  was  out  of  the 
question.    The    streetcars   were   not   running;    the 


Prague,  at  the  time  of  the  Russian  invasion. 


For  Course  10,  lesson  11  (November  22),  "Responsibility  for 
Choices — Free  Agency  and  Happiness";  for  Course  12,  lesson  8  (No- 
vember 1),  "Guidance  from  the  Lord";  for  Course  14,  lesson  13  (Jan- 
uary 3),  "Man's  Part  in  Revelation";  for  Course  16,  lessons  15  and 
18  (January  3,  24),  "Father's  Concern  for  Man's  Joy"  and  "How 
Can  I  Know  for  Sure?"  for  Course  18,  lesson  16  (January  10), 
"Spiritual   Guidance";    and   of  general   interest. 

*Vincent  Vrba  was  born  in  Stuoleua  Loucka,  Czechoslovakia, 
and  studied  at  the  University  of  Brno  from  1939  to  1947.  A  doctor 
of  veterinary  medicine.  Brother  Vrba  is  now  employed  by  the  Uni- 
versity of  Calgary  (Alberta,  Canada)  as  a  research  specialist.  After 
his  conversion  to  the  Church  in  1947  he  served  as  a  counselor  in 
the  Czechoslovakian  Mission  and  later  as  a  branch  president.  With 
his  wife,  Kveta  Prichystai,  he  is  now  a  member  of  the  2nd  Ward, 
Calgary  North   (Alberta)    Stake.  The  couple  have  five  children. 

^Translated  into  English  by  Arthur  R.  Watkins  of  the  Sunday 
School  general  board,    formerly   president  of  the   Austrian   Mission. 
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streets  were  full  of  tanks  and  military  vehicles.  The 
first  shock  now  seemed  to  be  behind  us.  Our  greatest 
concern  was  for  our  children  who  were  away  from 
home.  We  thought  of  our  oldest  son,  Jacob,  who 
was  playing  in  an  orchestra  at  a  nearby  resort.  Gina 
was  taking  part  in  a  music  competition  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  country.  Anna  was  visiting  her  grand- 
mother. Alma  was  on  a  bicycle  tour  in  the  Bohemian 
Woods  with  some  friends.  Our  ten-year-old  and 
youngest  son,  Joe,  was  with  us  at  home  and  shared 
our  anxieties.  Although  inexperienced,  he  could  dis- 
cern our  sorrow  and  worries  from  our  expressions. 
However,  he  was  a  boy  who  could  not  be  satisfied 
with  just  a  general  explanation.  Repeatedly,  he  asked 
questions  which  we  were  unable  to  answer. 

We  too  felt  the  great  need  to  be  consoled  and  put 
at  ease.  Who  else  but  our  Father  in  heaven  would 
give  us  the  peace  of  mind  that  we  needed? 

Our  prayers  for  the  safety  of  our  children  in  this 
brutal,  insecure  time  were  answered  through  a  feeling 
of  peace  in  our  hearts.  We  were  filled  with  the  feel- 
ing that  our  Father  in  heaven  would  bring  our  chil- 
dren home  safe  and  sound.  And  so  it  happened  within 
three  days. 

The  Awful  Truth 

As  the  days  passed,  the  picture  of  the  Russian 
military  intervention  took  on  a  new  aspect.  We  be- 
came witnesses  to  a  gigantic  struggle  between  armed 
occupation  forces  and  the  spiritual  and  moral  resis- 
tance of  the  whole  population.  We  were  witnesses  to 
the  fact  that  it  was  impossible  to  break  with  a  show 
of  physical  power  the  will  and  the  longing  of  the 
people  for  freedom.  With  one  accord,  the  whole 
population  wished  to  be  informed  about  domestic  and 
foreign  affairs  without  censorship  and  to  have  the 
right  to  freely  express  their  opinions  without  fear. 
The  whole  country  was  literally  pervaded  by  this 
spirit.  Yet,  with  tears  in  my  eyes,  I  perceived  the 
awful  truth:  for  the  foreseeable  future,  the  Czecho- 
slovak people  would  probably  not  be  able  to  receive 
the  truth  of  the  gospel  in  all  its  fulness.  This  occupa- 
tion meant  an  end  to  our  dreams  that  the  Church 
might  be  recognized  once  more  under  a  liberalized 
regime  and  that  missionaries  might  return  to  our 
country.  However,  it  also  occurred  to  me  that  we 
had  recourse  to  a  great  promise  contained  in  the  28th 
verse  of  the  10th  chapter  of  Matthew: 

And  fear  not  them  which  kill  the  body,  hut  are 
not  able  to  kill  the  soul:  but  rather  fear  him  which  is 
able  to  destroy  both  soul  and  body  in  hell. 

Here  the  Lord  had  pointed  out  to  us  that  material 
superiority  can  never  subdue  the  spirit. 

The  military  occupation  in  our  country  continued 
to  put  a  tremendous  pressure  on  the  population.  As 


they  became  more  and  more  aware  of  the  awful  truth, 
our  countrymen  suddenly  forgot  all  individual  dif- 
ferences. They  liberally  and  sincerely  tried  to  help 
one  another  in  every  way.  The  hearts  of  the  people 
seemed  to  beat  in  unison,  and  one  got  the  impression 
that  the  true  gospel  of  Christ  was  being  practiced. 
Was  that  merely  a  by-product  of  this  awful  catas- 
trophe? 

In  all  this  turmoil  there  emerged  a  very  important 
question:  "How  should  we,  as  a  family,  face  the 
future?"  Our  understanding  of  the  situation  and  our 
former  experiences  told  us  that  we  should  expect  to 
return  to  the  political  suppression  and  persecution  of 
former  dictatorships.  The  period  of  freedom  under 
the  liberalized  Dubcek  regime  had  been  all  too  short. 
There  seemed  to  be  only  one  solution  for  our  family: 
emigration  from  our  beloved  and  tortured  fatherland. 
For  over  six  months  Czechoslovaks  had  been  able  to 
get  passports  to  travel  abroad.  We  had  had  so  much 
hope  for  the  reinstatement  of  our  Church  under  the 
new,  liberalized  government  that  we  had  given  up  the 
idea  of  emigrating.  But  now,  until  the  Russians 
changed  the  policy  and  machinery,  we  still  might  be 
able  to  get  out. 

At  the  same  time  I  realized  that  I  was  approach- 
ing middle  age  and  that  our  older  children  were  in 
advanced  schools,  so  this  plan  to  emigrate  would  be 
difficult  to  carry  out.  With  the  exception  of  German, 
my  wife  and  I  had  only  a  rudimentary  knowledge 
of  western  European  languages.  We  also  knew  that 
we  would  have  to  leave  without  sufficient  financial 
means.  And  in  this  national  dilemma  it  seemed  all 
the  harder  to  leave  friends,  relatives,  schools,  jobs, 
and  other  members  of  the  Church.  We  could  hardly 
bear  the  thought  of  leaving  our  home  with  its  lovely 
garden.  Not  to  be  able  to  see  familiar  buildings, 
cities,  and  landscapes,  and  to  be  away  from  familiar 
faces  and  voices,  is  the  price  that  every  emigrant 
has  to  pay. 

Outweighing  all  of  these  arguments,  however,  was 
the  longing  in  our  hearts  to  participate  openly  in  the 
programs  of  our  Church,  a  right  that  had  been  and 
would  certainly  now  continue  to  be  denied  us  in 
Czechoslovakia. 

Through  the  Spirit  of  Inspiration 

We  knew  that  we  would  need  divine  help  to  make 
the  right  decision.  We  not  only  prayed  night  and 
morning,  but  almost  uninterruptedly,  for  help  from 
our  Father  in  heaven.  And  divine  help  was  not  slow 
in  coming.  The  promise  in  James  1 : 5  about  seeking 
wisdom  had  a  special  and  vital  meaning  for  us,  which 
was  further  strengthened  by  the  promise  in  my  patri- 
archal blessing:  ".  . .  And  through  the  spirit  of  inspir- 

(Continued  on  following  page.) 
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ation  the  Lord  will  manifest  to  you  which  way  you 
are  to  go." 

Unitedly  we  reached  the  decision  to  fast  one  full 
day  in  order  to  know  what  course  we  should  take. 
This  we  did,  and  in  the  night  between  the  29th  and 
30th  of  August  I  suddenly  received  a  clear  impres- 
sion about  what  I  was  to  do.  This  impression  was 
stronger  and  clearer  than  if  it  had  been  formally  and 
verbally  expressed.  I  was  literally  told,  "Tomorrow 
morning  you  will  go  to  your  work  as  usual,  perform 
the  most  important  daily  details,  and  then  take  out 
your  writing  equipment  and  await  further  instruc- 
tions." 

As  instructed,  I  went  to  my  work  at  the  Institute 
for  Veterinary  Medicine,  took  care  of  the  more  im- 
portant details  of  my  work  for  that  day,  and  then 
told  the  Lord  in  a  silent  prayer  that  I  had  now  done 
everything  which  he  had  asked  of  me.  Then,  a  few 
seconds  later,  I  received  the  strong  feeling  that  I 
would  receive  in  the  form  of  spiritual  dictates  greater 
spiritual  strength  than  I  had  ever  known  before. 
Here  they  came!  They  expressed  themselves  as  if 
they  were  my  own  thoughts,  and  yet  it  was  at  the 
same  time  clear  to  me  that  they  were  not  my  own.  I 
sat  down  and  wrote  them,  uninterruptedly,  without 
pause,  erasures,  misspellings  (as  is  not  usually  the 
case  when  I  put  something  on  paper) .  These  inspired 
words  read  as  follows: 

This  is  the  answer  to  thy  prayers  regarding  an 
emigration  to  safe  places.  Do  not  cease  asking  the 
Lord  in  thy  mind  and  in  words  that  he  might  con- 
tinue to  lead  and  inspire  thee.  That  which  thou  writ- 
est  is  true  and  will  help  thee  to  make  further  deci- 
sions. The  Lord  speaks  to  his  faithful  and  humble 
servants.  I  will  protect  from  all  harm  and  evil  those 
who  in  humility  and  dedication  persevere  in  my  work. 

All  members  of  thy  family  and  all  faithful  mem- 
bers of  thy  branch  shall  apply  for  travel  documents 
through  official  channels  in  order  to  emigrate  to  safe 
places  that  I  shall  indicate  to  thee  in  the  future.  All 
are  to  make  orderly  and  unhurried  preparations  so 
that  they  can  leave  peacefully  and  in  an  unhurried 
manner — in  accordance  with  their  callings  and  bless- 
ings. 

Through  my  presence  the  world  will  soon  be  able 
to  understand  important  truths  and  falsehoods  that 
have  prevented  the  gospel  from  coming  into  your^ 
midst.  The  powers  of  darkness  will  not  remain  dor- 
mant. However,  do  not  fear,  my  elect  ones,  I  am 
always  with  you  and  will  not  permit  harm  to  come 
upon  you,  except  where  I  permit  it  to  come  because 
of  a  haughty  will,  disharmony,  or  lack  of  faith. 


^Translator's  note:  Switch  from  "thou-thine"  to  plural  "you-your. 


Continue  to  hold  your  fast  days,  pray  further, 
and  keep  on  gathering  faithful  members  of  my 
Church.  Put  everything  aside  that  might  distract 
you  from  pursuing  the  right  way  and  maintaining 
harmony.  Only  through  great  love  and  honor  one 
to  another  will  you  be  in  a  position  to  overcome  your- 
selves and  prepare  yourselves  to  emigrate  in  safety. 
The  Lord  has  chosen  places  for  you  so  that  you  will 
be  relatively  free  from  many  worries  about  your  daily 
bread.  However,  remain  modest  and  undemanding. 
Hold  to  the  laws  and  commandments  that  the  Lord 
has  given  you  through  the  mouths  of  his  prophets. 

In  a  short  time  the  Lord  will  do  great  wonders 
among  the  people  and  many  a  one  of  you  will  be 
called  as  witnesses  to  this  work.  Prepare  yourselves 
under  all  circumstances  to  be  witnesses  for  him. 
Await  further  inspiration.  I  will  lead  you.  You  are 
not  alone. 

The  Goodness  of  God 

After  this  wonderful  manifestation  the  stream  of 
inspiring  thoughts  stopped,  so  that  I  was  not  in  a 
position  to  add  a  single  word.  Returning  home  from 
work  that  evening,  I  gathered  the  whole  family  to- 
gether to  receive  this  rare  manifestation  of  the  good- 
ness and  wisdom  of  the  Lord  and  to  counsel  further. 
The  next  day  we  formally  requested  passports  and 
began  to  organize  our  emigration.  As  obstacles  and 
difficulties  arose,  we  prayed  to  our  Father  in  heaven; 
and  each  time  he  answered  us  in  the  same  way  as 
before — through  dictated  instructions. 

During  the  month  of  September  we  made  all  our 
preparations  to  leave  the  country.  Lack  of  space 
prohibits  me  from  describing  all  the  blessings  and  in- 
spiration which  we  received  with  respect  to  securing 
our  passports  and  other  valuable  papers.  Briefly 
stated,  the  same  people — members  of  the  Internal 
Security  Department — who  had  turned  down  our  in- 
termittent requests  for  passports  over  a  period  of 
eighteen  years  and  who  had  taken  a  belligerent  posi- 
tion towards  us  because  we  were  Mormons,  now 
became  our  servants  and  helpers. 

At  the  beginning  of  October,  1968  three  family 
groups  of  us  traveled  to  Vienna  and  about  one  month 
later  flew  to  Canada.  Our  possessions,  those  that  we 
were  able  to  take  in  suitcases,  consisted  of  clothing, 
legal  documents  and  genealogical  records,  pictures, 
and  books — a  total  of  40  pounds,  plus  two  dollars  for 
each  person.  Thanks  to  the  kind  help  of  the  mission 
and  branch  presidency  in  Vienna,  lodgings  were 
awaiting  us,  and  in  a  few  days  several  of  us  found 
temporary  employment  which  enabled  us  to  take 
care  of  our  immediate  needs.  Yes,  this  was  the  first 
tangible  blessing  of  the  Lord  in  the  free  world.  Look- 


432 


THE     I  NSTR  U  CTOR 


The  Vincent  Vrba  family. 
One  daughter  chose  to  remain  in  Czechoslovakia  to  complete  medical  studies.   The  other  studies  music  in  Vienna. 


ing  back  on  this  period,  we  can  acknowledge  the  wise 
and  provident  hand  of  our  Father  in  heaven. 

"We  Bear  Witness" 

We  do  not  regret  in  the  least  the  abandoning  of 
possessions  and  pensions  in  our  former  country.  To- 
day we  live  in  a  world  in  which  everyone  is  permitted 
to  express,  freely  and  to  his  heart's  content,  his  re- 
ligious connections  and  poUtical  views. 

Because  so  much  is  taken  for  granted  here,  our 
tales  about  what  happened  to  us  behind  the  Iron 
Curtain  are  incomprehensible  to  most  of  our  new 
friends.  Unfortunately,  there  are  still  people  in  many 
countries  of  the  world  who  do  not  enjoy  religious  and 
political  freedom;  and  for  those  of  us  who  have  lived 
under  such  circumstances  it  is  a  particularly  sad 
realization  that  there  are  people  in  the  free  world, 
undoubtedly  inexperienced,  who  advocate  a  form  of 
government  that  deprives  its  citizens  of  political  and 
religious  expression.  On  the  other  hand,  frankly 
stated,  there  are  still  unsolved  social  problems  in  the 
free  world,  particularly  with  reference  to  the  weak 
and  underprivileged.  The  free  world  also  offers  an 
enormously  large  and  varied  number  of  temptations 
that  keep  so  many  people,  particularly  the  young, 
from  a  wholesome  hfe  that  would  enable  them  to 


discern  and  embrace  higher  truths,  such  as  those 
taught  in  the  Restored  Church. 

Yet  it  is  a  world  in  which  the  principles  and  doc- 
trines of  the  Restored  Church  are  not  violated  by  the 
State  or  society.  Here  everyone  can  develop  his  per- 
sonality without  the  fear  of  political  and  physical 
reprisals.  External  pressure  on  and  a  conscious  ob- 
struction of  the  free  will  are  here  something  incon- 
ceivable and  absurd. 

Having  now  lived  in  both  worlds,  we  wish  to  bear 
witness  to  the  Church  and  to  the  world  that  our 
Father  in  heaven  lives,  that  he  knows  us  personally, 
and  that  he  is  immeasurably  good  to  us.  At  his  ap- 
pointed time  he  had  his  Church  restored  on  earth  by 
the  ones  who  were  called  by  him.  We  bear  witness 
that  he  will  continue  to  lead  tliis  Church  in  the  fu- 
ture and  that  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only 
hope  and  means  of  rescuing  from  spiritual  darkness 
those  brave  people  who  are  so  sorely  tried  in  some 
parts  of  the  world.  We  declare  and  insist  that 
through  personal  revelation  he  led  us  into  the  free 
world,  and  that  he  has  fulfilled  all  his  promises  to  us. 
We  pray  to  the  Lord  in  gratitude  and  humility  that 
he  will  continue  to  lead  us  and  answer  the  prayers 
that  we,  as  imperfect  human  beings,  direct  to  him. 
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Art  by  Dale  Kilbourn 


"Is  there  time  for  a  story?" 

From  the  bed  in  the  semi- darkened  room  the 
small  voice  raises  the  query.  It  is  time  for  the  good- 
night kiss,  but  the  wise  mother  will  not  resist  the 
plea.  And  if  she  has  played  her  part  well,  at  that 
time  her  child  will  expect,  and  she  will  tell  him,  a 
gospel  story. 

The  modern  child's  world  is  too  often  filled  with 
comics,  TV  cartoons,  commercials,  and  newscasts; 
Too  early  he  tends  to  become  a  little  sophisticate. 
But  you  can  counter  a  too-worldly  emphasis,  and  at 
the  same  time  introduce  many  other  advantages,  by 
the  great  principles  enshrined  in  gospel  stories. 

instructions  from  the  Lord 

Start  the  pattern  early,  as  soon  as  your  child  can 
follow  a  simple  story — perhaps  the  one  about  the 
children  being  brought  to  Jesus  to  be  blessed,  with 
which  very  young  children  can  readily  identify.  For- 
tunately, during  the  early  years  of  innocence  your 
child  will  not  tire  of  repetition  (though  sometimes 
you  will!)  but  in  fact  will  frequently  ask  for  a  repeat 
of  his  favorite  stories.  What  a  tremendous  oppor- 
tunity to  instill  gospel  truth  in  the  early,  impres- 


Is  There  Time 
for  a  Story? 


by  H.  George  Bickerstaff 


For  Course  16,  lesson  7  (November  1),  "Why  Is  a  Family?"  for 
Course  26,  lessons  8  and  11  (October  4,  November  1),  "Like  a  Child" 
and  "Making  a  House  a  Home";  for  Course  28,  lessons  11  and  13 
(November  22,  December  13),  "Parental  Concern"  and  "A  Father's 
Teachings  and  Blessings";  to  support  family  home  evening  lessons 
8  and  11;   and  of  special  interest  to  all  parents  of  young  children. 


sionable  years!  As  the  months  and  years  advance, 
introduce  new  stories  which  match  the  child's  under- 
standing. 

The  trained  child's  willingness,  even  eagerness, 
to  hear  a  gospel  story  stresses  the  wisdom  of  the 
Lord's  instruction  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
68:25-28.  By  the  time  the  child  is  eight,  parents  are 
expected  to  have  taught  him  (up  to  his  level  of  com- 
prehension) faith  in  Christ,  repentance,  baptism,  and 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost— as  well  as  to  pray  and 
to  walk  uprightly  before  the  Lord.  Obviously  this 
will  not  be  accomplished  by  pure  exposition.  For- 
tunately there  are  scores  of  gospel  stories  available 
with  which  to  illustrate  the  principles  involved. 

As  the  child  grows  older,  exposition  can  take  a 
larger  part  in  the  teaching  process,  so  add  more  of  it 
to  supplement  a  story.  But  stories  alone  will  not  do 
the  job  of  teaching  the  child.  By  means  of  parental 
anecdote  and  testimony  they  must  be  made  to  live 
in  the  child's  mind  and  heart  as  representative  of  the 
parent's  deep-souled  convictions. 

Important  as  purely  scriptural  stories  are,  those 
from  our  Church  history  are  also  gospel  stories.  Ob- 
viously the  account  of  Joseph  Smith's  first  vision  is 
of  greatest  significance  here,  since  the  child's  growing 
faith  in  the  restored  gospel  will  depend  largely  on 
this  episode  and  its  implications — and  especially 
upon  the  warmth  and  conviction  with  which  the  par- 
ent presents  it.  There  are  multitudes  of  good  stories 
involving  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  and  other 
Church  stalwarts  with  which  to  enrich  the  child's 
faith  and  knowledge. 
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A  Time  for  Stories 

As  to  when  to  tell  these  stories,  family  home  eve- 
ning is  one  obvious  time.  Another  is  Sunday  dinner- 
time, which  is  an  opportunity  to  check  on  the  child's 
activities  in  Sunday  School  that  day  and  to  reinforce 
the  Sunday  School  lesson.  Frequently  this  can  be 
done  not  only  by  further  explanation  but  also  by  a 
story. 

The  family  that  keeps  the  Sabbath  day  holy  will 
find  ready  opportunity  on  that  day  to  share  gospel 
stories.  Between  meetings  and  after  sacrament  meet- 
ing are  excellent  times;  if  the  home  has  been  oriented 
in  this  direction  from  the  start,  the  children  will  not 
interpret  gospel  storytime  as  another  "sitting  ses- 
sion" but  as  an  opportunity  to  enjoy  the  undivided 
attention  of  a  dad  and  mother  whose  affection  for 
them  is  established.  By  all  means,  as  you  relate  a 
story,  let  the  younger  children  depict  it  with  dolls 
or  building  blocks  or  in  some  other  way,  thus  giving 
them  not  only  physical  movement  but  visual  rein- 
forcement of  the   story. 

But  children,  like  adults,  need  religious  training 
on  weekdays  too,  and  more  than  just  during  the 
family-home-evening  hour.  Because  of  this — even 
though  some  types  of  secular  stories  obviously 
do  have  their  place  in  the  child's  life — the  gospel 
story  is  unequalled  at  bedtime.  As  the  story  comes 
softly  from  the  lips  of  the  parent,  who  perhaps  lies 
on  the  bed  holding  Jimmy's  hand,  the  spiritual  mes- 
sage is  reinforced  by  the  physical  closeness  of  the 
loved  one.  In  this  choice  setting  the  parent  conveys 
to  the  child,  as  the  thought  to  carry  subconsciously 
into  dreamland,  ideas  such  as  God's  mercy,  kindness, 
and  love.  For  both  parent  and  child  this  is  a  pre- 
cious time — calm,  happy  moments  to  be  recalled  with 
pleasure  in  the  years  ahead  when  the  parent  is  a 
grandparent.  It  is  a  pattern  which  the  child  will 
probably  establish  in  turn  with  his  own  children. 

Tlie  Parents'  Role 

For  such  a  program  to  be  successful,  other  aspects 
of  home  life  must  be  compatible  with  it.  Not  only 
should  the  home  embody  gospel  teaching  and  prac- 
tice, but  parents  should  themselves  be  readers  of 
the  scriptures.  Time  being  scarce,  parents  will  need 
to  set  good  priorities — for  instance,  TV  will  be 
played  down,  while  the  home  will  abound  with  good 
books  from  which  parents  and  older  children  will 
read  to  the  younger  ones.  Parental  reading  habits 
will  influence  the  child  toward  good  literature,  the 
major  source  of  worthwhile  ideas  and  principles. 


Mother's  training  role  is  obvious,  but  the  com- 
mandment in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  says  par- 
ents, and  dad  cannot  obtain  an  honorable  release 
from  this  pleasant  responsibihty.  Most  fathers  can 
be  home  in  the  evenings  long  enough  to  spend  time 
at  least  with  the  younger  children  before  they  go  to 
bed,  and  it  is  just  as  important  for  dad  to  tell  and 
read  stories  to  the  child  as  it  is  for  mother — perhaps 
more  so,  if  the  child  is  a  boy. 

The  principle  is  the  same  as  that  of  a  father 
taking  rather  than  sending  his  son  to  church — the 
boy  needs  to  realize  early  that  going  to  church  is 
not  just  for  women  and  children.  Similarly,  in  foster- 
ing his  son's  taste  for  good  literature  dad  takes  the 
boy  to  the  fount  of  knowledge  in  a  personal  involve- 
ment which  demonstrates  that  reading  is  a  mascu- 
line pursuit.  As  the  boy  develops,  dad  can  read  to 
him,  from  the  Bible  and  the  Book  of  Mormon  and 
other  Church  books,  stories  which  previously  he  has 
heard  only  paraphrased  in  parental  words.  Now  he 
can  actually  handle  dad's  treasured  scriptures, 
source  of  the  loved  stories.  As  the  boy  begins  to  read, 
what  is  more  natural  than  that  he  should  read  from 
Dad's  scriptures  (or  from  his  own  personal  copy)  a 
paragraph  or  two  of  the  story  dad  is  reading  to  him? 
In  this  way  the  child  is  commencing  a  pleasant  as- 
sociation with  the  scriptures  which  has  a  good  chance 
of  carrying  over  strongly  into  youth  and  adulthood. 

Soul  Growth  and  Fringe   Benefits 

As  well  as  the  obvious  gains  in  terms  of  soul 
growth,  this  program  has  many  fringe  benefits.  For- 
tunate is  the  child  who  has  a  store  of  gospel  stories 
in  his  head  and  is  encouraged  to  tell  them  often.  A 
known  story  is  a  natural  base  for  first  talks  in  Junior 
Sunday  School — it  imposes  no  memory  strain,  and 
the  incorporation  of  a  few  memorized  words  of  ap- 
plication builds  the  story  into  a  short  talk.  This 
method  of  composing  talks  imparts  confidence  to 
the  young  speaker  and  thereby  tends  to  eliminate 
the  later  reading  of  a  prepared  talk — a  practice 
rightly  discouraged  officially  but  still  prevalent.  The 
sound  foundation  a  wealth  of  good  stories  can  give 
to  the  future  teacher,  missionary,  or  Church  leader, 
whether  male  or  female,  is  too  obvious  for  comment. 
And  as  life  proceeds,  the  benefits  continue  to  accrue 
at  compound  interest  until  the  small  parental  in- 
vestment made  in  those  early  years  has  enlarged  out 
of  all  recognition. 

"Is  there  time  for  a  story?"  For  every  Latter-day 
Saint  parent  there  certainly  ought  to  be. 
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Relief  Society 


The  Church  Magazine  Office  is  using  the  follow- 
ing rules  to  convert  subscription  credits  for  The  Im- 
provement Era,  The  Instructor,  and  The  Relief  So- 
ciety Magazine  into  subscription  credits  for  the  new 
adult  magazine: 

1.  The  Era  subscription  file  is  being  used  as  the 
basis  for  the  adult-magazine  file.  The  name  and  ad- 
dress of  each  subscriber  as  it  appears  on  the  Era  file 
will  be  transferred  to  the  adult  magazine  file.  The 
monthly  credits  remaining  on  his  Instructor  and/or 
Relief  Society  Magazine  subscriptions  after  Decem- 
ber, 1970  will  then  be  added  to  the  credits  remaining 
on  his  Era  subscription,  and  will  be  transferred  to 
the  adult  magazine. 

The  name  and  address  of  each  Instructor  sub- 
scriber who  does  not  subscribe  to  the  Era  will  then  be 
added  to  the  adult  magazine  file  and  the  credits  re- 
maining on  his  Instructor  subscription  will  be  com- 
bined with  any  credits  remaining  on  his  subscription 
to  The  Relief  Society  Magazine  and  transferred  to 
the  adult  magazine. 

Finally,  the  name  and  address  of  each  Relief  So- 
ciety Magazine  subscriber  who  does  not  subscribe  to 
either  the  Era  or  The  Instructor  will  be  added  to  the 
adult  magazine  file  and  the  credits  remaining  on  his 
subscription  will  be  transferred  to  the  adult  maga- 
zine. 

2.  The  number  of  adult  magazines  received  each 
month  on  a  transfer  subscription  will  be  determined 
according  to  the  number  of  Eras  the  subscriber  would 
have  received  each  month  after  December  1970,  as 
specified  in  his  current  subscription.  This  means  that 
if  a  subscriber  is  now  receiving  one  Era  and  two 
Instructors  and  his  subscription  runs  through  De- 
cember, 1971,  he  will  have  36  subscription  credits  to 
be  transferred  to  the  adult  magazine  after  December, 
1970,  and  will  receive  one  copy  of  the  magazine  each 


month  for  36  months.  If,  however,  he  is  now  receiving 
two  Eras  and  one  Instructor  each  month  on  a  sub- 
scription running  through  December,  1971,  the  36 
credits  remaining  to  him  after  December,  1970,  will 
be  applied  to  the  delivery  of  two  adult  magazines 
each  month  for  18  months. 

The  number  of  adult  magazines  received  each 
month  by  an  Instructor  subscriber  who  does  not  sub- 
scribe to  the  Era  will  be  determined  by  the  number 
of  Instructors  he  would  have  received  each  month 
after  December,  1970,  as  specified  in  his  current  sub- 
scription. The  number  of  adult  magazines  received 
each  month  by  a  subscriber  to  The  Relief  Society 
Magazine  who  does  not  subscribe  to  either  The  In- 
structor or  The  Era  will  be  determined  by  the  num- 
ber of  Relief  Society  Magazines  he  would  have  re- 
ceived each  month  after  December,  1970,  as  specified 
in  his  current  subscription. 

The  number  of  adult  magazines  received  each 
month  by  institutional  subscribers  (seminaries,  in- 
stitutes, ward  libraries,  etc.)  will  be  determined  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  copies  they  would  have 
received  each  month  after  December,  1970  of  either 
the  Era  or  the  Instructor,  whichever  is  the  larger 
number. 

Samples  of  typical  situations  encountered  in  the 
combining  of  Era  and  Instructor  subscription  credits 
are  printed  below.  In  each  case  the  rule  being  fol- 
lowed is  stipulated. 

While  it  is  necessary  to  adopt  general  rules  for 
the  conversion  of  subscription  credits,  we  realize  that 
for  some  subscribers  the  solutions  shown  below 
may  not  be  adequate.  Therefore,  if  you  do  not  wish 
a  particular  rule  to  be  applied  in  your  situation,  write 


436 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


to  the  Church  Magazine  Office  explaining  your  pref- 
erence. Your  wishes  will  be  followed.  Address  letters 
to: 

Church  Magazine  Office 

Beehive  Bank  Building  (7) 

79  South  State  Street 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84111 

1.  If  complete  names  and  addresses  are  exactly 
the  same  on  Instructor  and  Era  lists,  the  remaining 
subscription  credits  for  The  Instructor  beyond  De- 
cember will  be  added  to  Era  credits  by  the  computer. 


SAMPLE 


Era 
SubscripHon  List 

SAMPLE 

84302Hume-216E017     Oct70 

Olive  A  Hume 

216  E  3rd  S 

Brigham  City  Ut  84302 


Instructor 
Subscription   List 


84302Hume-216E017    Jan72 

Olive  A  Hume 

216  E  3rd  S 

Brigham  City  Ut  84302 


2.  If  the  last  name  and  address  (house  number 
and/or  box  number)  are  the  same  on  both  lists,  but 
first  names  are  different,  credits  will  be  combined 
under  the  name  of  the  Era  subscriber. 


SAMPLE 


84302Jppsll63RR17    Mar71 

Ralph  Jeppson 

Rt  1  Box  163 

Brigham  City  Ut  84305 


84302Jppsll63RA19    Nov74 

Alvin  R  Jeppson 

Rt  1  Box  163 

Brigham  City  Ut  84305 


3.  In  rural  areas  where  house  or  box  numbers  are 
not  used,  if  the  names  including  the  initials  are 
exactly  the  same  on  both  lists,  credits  will  be  com- 
bined. If  the  names  vary  in  any  way,  credits  will 
not  be  combined.  (Exception:  When  Mrs.  has  been 
added  to  one  name,  such  as  Fred  Jones  and  Mrs. 
Fred  Jones,  credits  will  be  combined  under  the  name 
of  the  Era  subscriber.) 


84302Vlcrn259RJ15 

John  Valcaree 

Rt  2 

Brigham  City  Ut  84305 


SAMPLE 

Nov70 


Feb71 


84302Vlcrohn2RJ17 

John  Valcaree 

Rt  2 

Brigham  City  Ut  84305 


4.  If  the  names  on  both  lists  are  exactly  the 
same,  but  one  is  followed  by  a  box  number  and  the 
other  is  not,  credits  will  be  combined. 


SAMPLE 

84314BnghDAl48F10   Oct70 

Fred  A  Bingham 

Box  14 

Brigham  City  Ut  84305 


84314BinghamFREl7  Feb72 

Fred  A  Bingham 

Brigham  City  Ut  84305 


5.  If  the  names  on  both  lists  are  exactly  the  same 
but  one  is  followed  by  a  box  number  and  a  route 
number  and  the  other  a  route  number  only,  credits 
will  be  combined. 


84302Gvvs2338RNl5    Apr71 

Noel  Gibbs 

Rt  2  Box  338 

Brigham  City  Ut  84305 


843020Bbsoel2RN12    Mar71 

Noel  Gibbs 

Rt2 

Brigham  City  Ut  84305 


6.  If  the  names  on  both  lists  are  exactly  the  same 
and  both  are  followed  by  the  same  box  number,  and 
one  is  also  followed  by  a  house  number,  credits  will 
be  combined. 

SAMPLE 

84302Erckal02BE14     Oct70         84302Erckal02BE14     Oct73 
Emma  Erickson  Emma  Erickson 

Box  102  Box  102 

Brigham  City  Ut  84305         115  E  7th  S 

Brigham  City  Ut  84305 

7.  If  two  Era  subscriptions  and  one  Instructor 
subscription  bear  the  same  address  but  different  first 
names,  the  remaining  credits  for  the  Instructor  will 
be  divided  between  the  two  Era  subscriptions. 

SAMPLE 


84302Gray-348NE13     Jul71 
Earl  L  Gray 
348  N  5th  E  St 
Brigham  City  Ut  84^5 


84302Gray-348N811      Oct70 

Bryan  Gray 

348  N  5th  E 

Brigham  City  Ut  84305 

84302Gray-348NP18     Oct70 

Pam  Gray 

348  N  5th  E 

Brigham  City  Ut  84305 

8.  If  two  Instructor  subscriptions  and  one  Era 
subscription  bear  the  same  last  name  and  address, 
but  different  first  names,  credits  for  the  two  Instruc- 
tor subscriptions  will  be  combined  and  added  to  the 
Era  subscription  credits. 

SAMPLE 

84302Cefl-294LR12       OctTl  84302Cefl-294LM16     Mar71 

Ron  Cefalo  Marilyn  R  Cefalo 

294  Linda  Way  294  Linda  Way 

Brigham  City  Ut  84305  Brigham  City  Ut  84305 

84302Cefl-294LL19       Jun71 
Louise  Miller  Cefalo 
294  Linda  Way 
Brigham  City  Ut  84305 

9.  If  two  Instructor  subscriptions  bear  the  same 
name,  but  one  bears  only  a  town  address  and  the 
other  bears  a  box  number,  and  if  an  Era  subscription 
bears  the  same  last  name  and  box  number,  credits  for 
the  two  subscriptions  bearing  the  same  box  number 
will  be  combined;  and  the  subscription  bearing  only 
a  town  address  will  be  transferred  separately  to  the 
adult  magazine  file. 

SAMPLE 


84310Kmyon848H19    Nov70 

Don  Kammeyer 

Box  84 

Brigham  City  Ut  84305 


84310Kammeyedonl6  Feb71 

Don  Kammeyer 

Brigham  City  Ut  84305 

84310Kmyon84BD-A   Feb71 

Don  Kammeyer 

Box  84 

Brigham  City  Ut  84305 
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Quarterly  Outline  of  Sunday  School  Lessons 

3rd  Quarter,  1970-71 


COURSE  OF 

STUDY 

1970-71 

Course  No.  3: 

Gospel  Lessons 

for 

Little  Ones* 

Course  No.  4: 

We  Learn  about 

Our  Heavenly 

Father* 

Course  No.  5: 

Growing  in 

the  Gospel, 

Par!  11* 

Course  No.  6: 

We  Learn 

about  Our 

Savior* 

Course  No.  8: 

Come 

Follow  Me* 

Course  No.  10: 

Fundomentals 

of  the 

Gospel 

APPROXIMATE 
AGES 

3 

4 

5 

6,  7 

8,  9 

10,  11 

MARCH  7 

Other  People 

Have  Things 

That  Belong  to  Them 

(28) 

1  Have  a  Body  Like 

Our  Heavenly 

Father's  Body 

(25) 

Obedience 

Is  a  Law 

(27) 

The  Sermon  on 

the  Mount 

(25) 

Loyalty 

(24) 

Baptism- 
Promises  We  Make 
(24) 

MARCH   14 

We  Are  Happy 

When  We  Share 

(29) 

My  Body  Is 

Very  Precious 

(26) 

Speak  the 

Truth 

(28) 

Give  Thanks 
(26) 

Sincerity 
(25) 

Baptism— This  Do 

in  Remembrance 

of  Him 

(25) 

MARCH  21 

We  Like  to  Share 

at  Sunday  School 

(30) 

1  Must  Take 

Good  Care  of 

My  Body 

(27) 

Honesty 

Is  a  Law 

(29) 

The  Four 

Friends 

(27) 

Honesty 
(26) 

Review 

MARCH  28 

Who  Sleeps? 
(U) 

1  Must  Choose 

Wisely  What 

1  Drink 

(28) 

We  Are 

Commanded 

to  Pray 

(30) 

Review 

(28) 

Faith 
(27) 

The  Holy  Ghost— a 
Source  of  Guidance 

(26) 

APRIL  4 

Where  They 

Sleep 

05) 

My  Body 

Needs  Rest 

(29) 

We  Are 

Commanded 

to  Be  Reverent 

(31) 

Twelve  Apostles 

Are  Chosen 

(29) 

Testimony 

(28) 

The  Holy  Ghost— 

a  Comforter 

(27) 

APRIL  11 

Easter  Is  a 

Happy  Time 

03) 

The  First  Easter 
Happened  When 

Jesus  Was 
Resurrected  (48) 

Easter  Is  a 
Sacred  Day 

(14) 

A  Promise  Made 

by  Jesus 

(48) 

The  Greatest 

of  All  Gifts 

(46) 

Easter 

APRIL  18 

Who  Awakens? 
(16) 

My  Body 

Needs  Exercise 

(30) 

We  Keep  the 

Sabbath  Day 

Holy 

(32) 

Peace 

Be  Still 

(30) 

Humility 
(29) 

The  Holy  Ghost- 
Fasting  and  Prayer 
(28) 

APRIL  25 

What  They  Do 

When  They 

Awaken 

(17) 

Think  Right  Thoughts 

and  Do 

Good  Deeds 

(31) 

The  Word 

of  Wisdom 

(33) 

The  Loaves 

and  Fishes 

(31) 

Persistence 

(30) 

Review 

Articles  of  Faith 
1-4 
(29) 

MAY  2 

We  Help 

Father  and  Mother 

within  the  Home 

(18) 

My  Parents  Teach 

Me  about  Our 

Heavenly  Father 

(32) 

We  Pay 
Tithing 

(34) 

Walking  on  the 
Sea  of  Galilee 

(32) 

Obedience 
(31) 

Spiritual  Gifts- 
Blessings  from 
Heavenly  Father 
(30) 

MAY  9 

Mother's  Day 
09) 

Mother's  Day 

Mother's  Day 
(21) 

Mother's  Day 

Mother's  Day 

Mother's  Day 

MAY  16 

We  Help 

Father  and  Mother 

outside  the  Home 

(20) 

My  Teachers  Help 

Teach  Me 

How  to  Pray 

(33) 

When  We 

Believe, 

We  Obey 

(35) 

Love, 

the  Greatest  Gift 

(33) 

Courage 

(32) 

Spiritual  Gifts- 
Communicating 
Gospel  Truths 

(31) 

MAY  23 

We  Help 

Grandmother  and 

Grandfather 

(21) 

My  Teachers  Help 

Teach  Me 

More  about  Prayer 

(34) 

Repentance 

(36) 

Jesus  Healed 
the  Blind 

(34) 

Ye  Are  the  Salt 

of  the  Earth 

(33) 

Spiritual  Gifts 
—Healing 

(32) 

MAY  30 

Father  and  Mother 

Are  Happy  When  We 

Go  to  Sunday  School 

and  Primary  (22) 

I  Learn  about 

the  Sacrament  at 

Sunday  School  and 

Sac.  Meeting  (35) 

When  We 

Repent 

(37) 

Divine  Power  to 
Raise  the  Dead 

(35) 

Review 

Review 

*  Junior  Sunday  School  lessons  in  Courses  3  to  8  have  been  been  rearranged  for  more  effective  presentation 
at  appropriate  times  of  year. 
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Quarterly  Outline  of  Sunday  School  Lessons 

3rd  Quarter,  1970-71 


Course  No.  12: 

The 

Book  of 

Mormon 

Course  No.  14: 

An  Introduction 

to  the  Gospel 

Course  No.  16: 

My  Religion 

and  Me 

Course  No.  18: 

In  His 

Footsteps 

Today 

Course  No.  26: 

Family  Home 

Evening 

Course  No.  28: 

living  Truths 

from  the 

Book  of  Mormon 

Course  No.  30: 

The  Master's 

Church 

(Course  B) 

12,  13 

14,  15 

16,  17 

18-21 

Family 
Relations- 
Adults 

Gospel  Doctrine- 
Adults 

Gospel  Essentials- 
Adults 

Five  Boys  Had 

to  Be  Shown 
(23) 

Our  Acceptance 
of  Jesus  Christ 

(21) 

Achieving 

Faith  in  God 

(23) 

Who  Is  My 
Neighbor? 

(23) 

Forgiving  Self 
and  Others 

(31) 

An  Expedition  and 

Discovery  of 

a  People 

(22) 

Review 

Five  Boys  Had 

to  Be  Shown 

fCo/if/ni/erfJ 

(24) 

Sin 

(22) 

The 

Godhead 

(24) 

The  Worth 

of  Souls 

(24) 

On  Losing 
Oneself 

(32) 

Teachings  and 

Martyrdom  of  a 

Great  Prophet 

(23) 

Selfless 

Giving 

(23) 

Conversion  of  the 

Chief  King 
of  the  Lamanites 

(25) 

Overcoming 
Sin 
(23) 

Who  Is 
This  Jesus? 

(25) 

Review 

Parenthood, 

a  Sacred 
Opportunity 

(33) 

Membership  in  the 

Church  of  Christ 

(24) 

A  Single  Standard 

of  Morality 

(24) 

Review 

Meaning 

of 

Baptism 

(24) 

The 

Holy  Ghost 

(26) 

Let  Your 

Light  So  Shine 

(25) 

Family 

Finances 
(34) 

A  Miraculous 

Conversion 

(25) 

The  Word 

of  Wisdom 

(25) 

Mission  to  the 

Zoramites 

(26) 

Questions  on 

Baptism 

(25) 

The  Father: 
What  Is  He 
Really  Like? 

(27) 

A  Divine 

Commission 

(26) 

Family  Schedules- 
Priorities, 
Communication, 
Adjustment  (35) 

Reform 

Movements 

(26) 

Prayers 

(26) 

Easter 

Easter 

Easter 

Easter 

Easter 

Easter 

Easter 

Mission  to  the 
Zoramites 

Remission 

The  Meaning  of 

Loving  Means 

Courtesy, 
Politeness, 

Ordinances 

(Continued) 

(27) 

oT  oins 

(26) 

the  rather  s  Love 
(28) 

Sharing 

(27) 

Manners,  and 
Etiquette  (36) 

Review 

ot  the  v-nurcn 
(27) 

Alma  and  His  Son 

Corianfon 

(28) 

Gift  of 

the 

Holy  Ghost 

(27) 

Attributes 

of  the  Father 

(29) 

Mission  of 

the  Church 

(28) 

Review 

Declaring  the 

Word  of  God 

(27) 

Review 

Moroni  and  the 
Title  of  Liberty 

(29) 

The 

Sacrament 
(28) 

Attributes 
of  the  Father 

(Continued) 

(30) 

Salvation 

for  All 

(29) 

Developing 

Talents 

(39) 

A  Call  to 

Repentance 

(28) 

Observance 
of  the  Sabbath 

(28) 

Mother's  Day 

Mother's  Day 

Mother's  Day 

Mother's  Day 

Mother's  Day 

Mother's  Day 

Mother's  Day 

Repentance  and 
a  Covenant 

(30) 

The  Church- 
Its  Nature 
and  Place 
(29) 

Review 

Eternal 

Companionship 

(30) 

Listening— 
for  Family  Fun 

(40) 

Faith,  Service, 
and  Worship 

(29) 

Major  Meetings 

for  Church 

Membership 

(29) 

The  Two  Thousand 
Sons  of  Helaman 

(31) 

Priesthood- 
Divine 
Authority 

(30) 

Approaching  God 
through  Worship 

(31) 

Perfect 

in  Unity 

(31) 

Listen— for 

Belter  Family 

Communication 

(41) 

A  Father 

Counsels  His  Sons 

(30) 

Publications 

of  the  Church 

(30) 

Review 

Priesthood 
Organization 
and  Functions 

(31) 

The  Scriptures— 
What  Do  They 

Have  to  Do 
with  Me?  (32) 

Review 

Review 

The  Power  of 

Righteous  Youth 

(31) 

The 

Godhead 

(31) 
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Let's  Keep 
It  Simple' 

by  T,  Edgar  Lyon 

On  the  opposite  page  is  found  a  chart  that  shows 
the  basic  organization  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  its  salient  doctrines.  In  essence,  it  contains  the 
material  that  comprised  one  of  the  most  challenging 
tracts  ever  distributed  by  the  Church.  It  served  as 
the  first  point  of  contact  between  missionaries  and 
thousands  of  investigators.  The  key  to  its  success  is 
its  simplicity. 

At  the  opening  of  this  dispensation  of  the  gospel, 
the  Savior  made  a  very  significant  statement  to  the 
youthful  Joseph  Smith.  In  response  to  Joseph's  query 
concerning  which  of  the  contemporary  churches  he 
should  join,  he  was  told  that  he  should  join  none  of 
them.  The  reason  for  this  positive  answer  was  then 
clarified  in  the  declaration  ".  .  .  that  all  their  creeds 
were  an  abomination  in  his  sight;  that  those  pro- 
fessors were  all  corrupt;  that  *they  draw  near  to  me 
with  their  lips,  but  their  hearts  are  far  from  me,  they 
teach  for  doctrines  the  commandments  of  men,  hav- 
ing a  form  of  godliness,  but  they  deny  the  power 
thereof.'  "    (Joseph  Smith  2:19.) 

An  examination  of  the  current  creeds,  dogmas, 
prayer  books,  and  other  formulated  teachings  of  the 
Christian  world  indicates  a  complex  mass  of  doc- 
trines that  bear  Uttle  resemblance  to  the  teachings  of 
the  New  Testament.  Through  the  centuries  well- 
meaning  individuals  had  attempted  to  improve  on  the 
beauty  and  simplicity  of  the  pristine  Church  and  its 
basic  precepts.  The  result  was  an  accumulation  of 
contradictory  teachings  that  robbed  God  and  Christ 
of  their  true  character  and  made  of  man  a  depraved 
being. 

Unfolding  the  Plan  of  Salvation 

The  efforts  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  during 
the  restoration  period  were  characterized  by  an  un- 
folding of  the  plan  of  salvation  in  an  extremely  simple 
form.  His  teachings  were  not  beclouded  with  allegor- 
ical similes;  they  were  not  hidden  in  ambiguous  lan- 
guage or  philosophical  abstractions;  neither  were  they 
taught  through  the  medium  of  doubtful  illustrations 
or  fables.  Those  whom  he  called  to  be  the  missionary 
representatives  of  the  newly  restored  Church  of 
Christ  were  instructed  to  preach  the  simple  gospel  as 


For  Course  5,  lessons  13,  19,  and  20  (December  6,  January  17,  24), 
"Jesus  Christ  Organized  the  Church,"  "Priesthood  Was  Restored," 
and  "The  Church  Was  Organized";  for  Course  8,  lesson  14  (Decem- 
ber 13),  "Service  Is  Its  Own  Reward";  for  Course  30,  lessons  9  and 
12  (November  15,  December  6),  "Authority  Restored"  and  "Priest- 
hood and  the  Church";  and  of  general  interest. 

*  Reprinted  from  The  Instructor,  March,  1955,  page  96. 


contained  in  the   Bible  and   their  newly   acquired 
scriptures. 

Sometimes  we  forget  a  very  vital  fact  connected 
with  the  teaching  of  the  gospel  in  the  early  period  of 
the  Church's  restoration.  Such  famous  missionaries 
as  Brigham  Young,  Parley  P.  Pratt,  Wilford  Wood- 
ruff, Orson  Hyde,  Heber  C.  Kimball,  John  Taylor, 
and  Orson  Pratt  first  went  into  the  mission  field  with 
little  in  the  way  of  literary  aids  to  assist  them  in  their 
task.  No  one  had  as  yet  written  any  explanatory 
treatise  on  the  gospel,  its  restoration,  nor  its  world 
mission.  In  the  entire  Church  there  was  not  a  single 
book  of  illustrative  stories,  anecdotes,  or  enrichment 
material.  No  series  of  visual  aids  had  been  prepared 
for  the  missionary.  There  was  not  a  single  pamphlet 
on  a  gospel  theme  to  be  had.  In  fact,  there  was  not 
so  much  as  a  missionary  tract  to  be  found  in  the  en- 
tire Church.  What,  then,  did  they  have  to  assist 
them  in  their  teaching  efforts? 

First,  They  Had  the  Bible 

First,  they  had  the  Bible,  the  Book  of  Mormon 
and  the  early  revelations  now  contained  in  our  Doc- 
trine and  Covenants.  This  may  not  appear  to  be  very 
much,  but  it  was  all  they  had  in  the  way  of  written 
matter.  Second,  they  had  their  own  conversion  ex- 
periences to  draw  upon,  whereby  they  had  seen  the 
difference  between  apostate  Christianity  and  the  glo- 
rious light  of  the  restored  gospel.  Third,  they  had  a 
strong  testimony  of  the  divinity  of  the  latter-day 
work.  And  last,  the  little  that  they  did  have  in  the 
field  of  religious  literature,  they  had  thoroughly  mas- 
tered. 

In  following  this  plan  of  using  the  basic  scriptures, 
but  searching  them  thoroughly,  they  were  fulfilling 
the  instructions  given  them  in  their  missionary  calls. 
In  several  of  the  early  sections  of  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants  the  Lord  instructed  the  missionaries  to 
preach  nothing  but  the  first  principles  of  the  gospel. 
Stress  was  placed  upon  the  fact  that  the  world  lay  in 
religious  error,  that  spiritual  darkness  covered  the 
minds  of  people  and  the  missionaries  must  urge  them 
to  repent  of  their  erroneous  beliefs  and  accept  the 
revealed  word  of  the  Lord.  With  conviction  as  their 
armor,  truth  as  their  helmet,  scripture  as  their  sword, 
and  personal  understanding  as  their  shield,  they 
achieved  success  in  teaching  the  gospel  and  converted 
thousands. 

The  gospel  is  simple.  It  was  taught  that  way  by 
Peter  and  Paul;  it  was  taught  that  way  by  the  Proph- 
et Joseph  in  his  day;  the  early  missionaries  had  re- 
markable success  when  they  thus  taught  it.  Let's 
keep  it  that  way  in  our  teaching  today. 


Library  File  Reference:  CHURCH  OF  JKSUS  CHRIST  OF  LATTER- 
DAY  SAINTS— ORGANIZATION  AND  GOVERNMENT;  MIS- 
SIONARY WORK. 
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Let's  keep  it  simple 


An  outline  of  the  Church 
established  by  Jesus  Christ 


-'    /         Art  by  Dale  Kilboum. 


Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  No  other  name  would  be  proper 
Ephesians  5:23, 24;  Acts  4;  10- 12;  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
115:4. 


II.  ORGANIZATION 

[12),  prophets,  high  priests,  patriaTchs,  seven- 
ties, elders,  priests,  teachers,  deacons.  All  others  known 
as  members  or  saints.  These  officers  to  remain  in  the 
Church.  Ephesians  2:19-21;  4:8-14;  1  Corinthians  12: 
27-29;  Sixth  Article  of  Faith;  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
107.1-40,  58100;  124:123-145. 


(A)  HOW  CALLED 

By  direct  revelation  or  by  His  divinely  authorized  servants. 
All  officers  endowed  with  priesthood  authority.  Hebrews 
5:4;  Mark  3:14,  15;  Fifth  Article  of  Faith. 

Invariably  ordained  by  the  laying  on  of  hands  by  those 
previously  ordained  of  God.  Acts  6:5,  6;  13:13;  Numbers 
27:18-32;  Fifth  Article  of  Faith;  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
20:60;  Moroni  2:1-3;  3:1-4. 


IV.  CHURCH  REVENUE 

(A)  RESOURCES 

Derived  from  the  tithes  and  offerings  of  saints  to  the 
Lord.  Collections  not  taken  in  the  Church.  Malachi  3:7-10; 
Hebrews  7:1,  2;  Leviticus  27:30  34;  Matthew  23:23;  Doc- 
B    trine  and  Covenants  119:1-7. 

(B)  DISBURSEMENTS 

To  be  expended  for  the  upkeep  of  the  Church,  and  its 
building,  and  to  help  the  poor.  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
72:9-15;  119:2, 
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V.  DOCTRINES  TAUGHT  BY  CHRIST 

(A)  FAITH 

n  God  the  Eternal  Father,  in  his  son  Jesus  Christ,  and  in 
the  Holy  Ghost  (separate  personages).  God  is  a  personal 
Being,  Christ  is  the  express  image  of  His  person.  The 
Holy  Ghost  is  a  personage  of  Spirit.  Genesis  1:26,  27; 
Exodus  24:9-11;  Hebrews  1:1-4;  Philippians  2:5-8;  First 
Article  of  Faith;  Doctrine  and  Covenants  76:22-24;  3 
Nephi  11:6,  7. 

(B)  REPENTANCE 

Follows  from  a  true  and  living  faith;  implies  ceasing  to  do 
evil  and  learning  to  do  well;  overcoming  evil  by  righteous 
deeds.  Matthew  3:1,  2;  Mark  1:14,  15;  6:7-12;  Acts  2:38; 
3:19;  Fourth  Article  of  Faith;  Doctrine  and  Covenants  39: 
6;  2  Nephi  2:21. 

(C)  BAPTISM  BY  WATER 
1.  HOW  AND  FOR  WHAT  PURPOSE? 

Baptism  by  immersion  in  water  for  remission  of  sins,  by 
authorized  servants  of  God.  Immersion  is  the  only  recog- 
nized form.  It  is  required  for  entrance  into  the  Church. 
Acts  2:38;  Matthew  3:13-17;  Mark  16:15,  16;  John  3:23; 
Acts  19:1-16;  16:30-34;  2  Nephi  31:6;  3  Nephi  11:22-26; 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  20:73,  74. 
2.  FOR  WHOM? 

For  only  those  who  believe  and  repent,  and  know  right 
from  wrong.  Consequently  infants  need  no  baptism. 
Baptism  for  the  dead  who  heard  not  the  gospel,  is  also 
taught.  Matthew  18:1-7,  10;  19:14,  15;  John  3:5;  1  Peter 
3:18-20;  4:6;  1  Corinthians  15:29;  Doctrine  and  Cov- 
enants 18:42;  Moroni  8:9-11. 

(D)  SPIRITUAL  BAPTISM- WHEN?  HOW?  PURPOSE? 

Follows  baptism  of  water,  and  is  performed  by  the 
laying  on  of  hands,'by  those  in  authority  to  confer  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Will  lead  into  all  truth,  gives  power  over  un- 
clean spirits.  Acts  2:38,  39;  19:1-7;  John  14:26;  Mark 
16:17,  18;  1  Corinthians  12;  Acts  8:14-17;  Fourth  Article 
of  Faith;  Doctrine  and  Covenants  33:11,  39:6;  Moroni 
10:4,  5. 

(E)  GOOD  WORKS 

Strongly  taught  by  Christ  both  by  example  and  precept. 
Faith  without  works  is  dead.  James  1:22-25;  2:14-26; 
John  7:16,  17;  14:12-21;  Revelation  20:12;  Thirteenth 
Article  of  Faith;  Doctrine  and  Covenants  19:3. 

(F)  ATONEMENT 

The  central  core  of  the  teachings  of  the  original  and 
restored  Churches  of  Christ.  "We  believe  that  through 
the  Atonement  of  Christ  all  mankind  may  be  saved, 
by  obedience  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the 
Gospel"-Third  Article  of  Faith.  See  also  Acts  2:37-40; 
4:1012;  Mosiah  4:6-8;  Alma  33:22;  34:8-14;  Doctrine 
and  Covenants  6:13. 

(G)  RESURRECTION 

Of  all  flesh,  through  the  redemption  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Resurrection  means  the  reuniting  of  body  and  spirit. 
John  5:29;  11:25;  Acts  24:15;  1  Corinthians  15:12-22; 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  88:13,  28;  76:16,  17. 

(H)  SACRAMENT 

Partaking  of  broken  bread  and  wine  (or  water)  in  remem- 
brance of  Christ.  Luke  22:7-20;  1  Corinthians  11:23-34; 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  20:75-79;  3  Nephi  18:1-7. 

( I )  CONTINUOUS  REVELATION 

Also  taught  by  the  Savior.  As  long  as  his  Church  is  on 
earth  it  will  be  guided  by  revelation.  Revelation  14:6; 
Matthew  16:17,  18;  Amos  3:7,  8;  Luke  10:22;  Jacob 
4:8;  Doctrine  and  Covenants  11:25,  20:35,  63:23. 
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WHITE  STALLIONS 

LIPIZZANER    PERFORMING:    PATIENCE   AND    UNDERSTANDING    PAY. 


Art  by  Dale  Kilbourn. 

Great  moments  have  come  to  me 
through  horses. 

There  was  that  May  day  at  Eng- 
land's Epsom  Downs  where  we 
were  among  a  quarter  of  a  million 
milling  people  watching  the  1936 
running  of  the  Derby. 

I  have  ridden  a  plodding  horse 
with  pack  high  into  a  remote 
lake  area  of  the  Rockies  and  have 
been  thrilled  at  rodeo  broncs,  Can- 
adian racing  trotters,  and  at  high- 
stepping  champions  at  local  horse 
shows.  Then  there  have  been 
sweat-filled  but  happy  boyhood 
hours  following  a  plow  behind  a 
lumbering  roan. 

But  never  have  I  been  moved  by 
horses  quite  as  I  was  the  other 
evening  when  we  watched  in  our 
local  auditorium  some  of  the  Lipiz- 
zan  white  stallion  breed.  These  are 
the  horses  that  have  made  Vien- 
na's Spanish  Riding  School  famous 
around  the  world. 

These  beautiful  horses  get  their 
name  from  the  little  village  of  Lip- 
izza  in  the  rocky  Karst  hills  near 
Trieste.  It  is  in  the  area  where 
Austria,  Italy,  and  Yugoslavia 
come  together  not  far  from  the 
Adriatic  Sea.  A  stud  was  founded 
by  royalty  in  Lipizza  in  1580, 
about  the  time  William  Shake- 
speare began  to  write. 

For  Course  12,  lesson  18  (January  31), 
"The  Importance  of  the  Family";  for  Course 
26,  lessons  18  and  27  (December  6,  January 
31),  "The  Golden  Rule"  and  "How  We  Look 
at  Others";  to  support  family  home  evening 
lessons   18   and   27;    and    of   general    interest. 


But  the  story  of  these  magnifi- 
cent horses  which  can  prance  and 
dance  like  ballerinas  to  old  Vien- 
nese melodies  goes  back  even  fur- 
ther. Originally  the  Lipizzaners 
came  from  a  Spanish-bred  off- 
spring of  Arab  stock,  admired  as 
far  back  as  Caesar's  time. 

It  was  exciting  for  us  to  watch 
these  hooved  aristocrats  perform  in 
our  home  town  as  they  do  in  the 
white-walled,  chandeliered  riding 
hall  in  cultured  Vienna. 

We  saw  the  white  beauties  do 
the  levade,  where  the  horses  stand 
statue-like  in  a  haunched  position 
at  a  45-degree  angle  to  the  ground. 
We  thrilled  at  the  capriole.  Here, 
with  erect  rider  aboard,  the  Lipiz- 
zaner  leaps  into  the  air,  drawing 
his  forelegs  under  his  chest.  At  the 
height  of  the  leap  the  horse  kicks 
out  his  hind  legs,  with  mane  and 
long  tail  fluttering. 

Since  that  show  I  have  dug 
deeper  into  the  Lipizzaner  story. 
These  stallions  ^re  born  dark. 
Gradually  they  become  whiter 
with  each  year.  It  takes  from  six 
to  ten  years  for  a  stallion  to  be- 
come pure  white.  At  the  age  of 
four,  when  many  a  race  horse  has 
retired,  training  begins  for  the 
Lipizzaner.  The  beautiful  animals 
of  this  strain  often  reach  the  age 
of  thirty. 

Colonel  Alois.  Podhajsky,  for 
years  master  of  the  Vienna  riding 
school,  once  commented:  "It 
would  be  a  mistake  to  hurry  them. 
They  are  all  individualists.  When 
we  do  put  them  to  work,  we  want 
them  to  love  it."^ 

iSee  Sports  Illiistrated,  April  27,  1964; 
Reader's  Digest,  April,  1963;  and  The  Royal 
Lipizzan  Stallion  Show,  1970;  Program  Pub- 
lishing Co.,  New  York. 


Tender  patience  helps  these  stal- 
lions become  artists.  Most  of  us 
need  this  quality  of  the  Lipizzaner 
trainer  in  our  attitudes  toward 
other  people.  Our  14-year-old  son 
too  often  expects  his  five-year-old 
sister  to  think  and  act  like  a  junior 
high  school  student.  He  is  inclined 
to  talk  down  to  her.  I  frequently 
catch  myself  expecting  our  sons  in 
their  teens  to  think  and  act  like 
men.  And  they  don't — ^not  always. 

At  the  same  time  we  generally 
look  down  on  someone  younger 
than  ourselves,  I  remember  an 
elder  statesman  in  our  community 
once  referring  to  my  father,  then 
62,  as  a  "real  comer." 

Remember  the  impatience  and 
contempt  of  Eliab,  eldest  brother 
of  David,  when  the  shepherd  boy 
spoke  challengingly  of  Goliath  in 
the  valley  of  Elah?  Eliab,  in 
Israel's  army  arrayed  against  the 
Philistines,  said  to  young  David: 

"Why  earnest  thou  down  hither? 
And  with  whom  hast  thou  left 
those  few  sheep  in  the  wilderness?"^ 

The  wise  Lipizzaner  trainer 
treats  his  horses  as  individualists. 
The  Lipizzaner  through  his  color- 
ing reminds  his  trainer  that  he  is 
yet  a  youth.  A  dapple  gray  is  re- 
spected and  he  is  not  expected  to 
act  like  an  immaculate  white  stal- 
lion. 

Since  Moses  on  Sinai  we  have 
been  taught  to  respect  those  older. 
This  is  as  it  should  be.  But  those 
of  us  older  need  to  be  taught,  too, 
to  respect  the  younger — ^with  love, 
esteem  and  patience. 

— Wendell  J.  Ashton. 
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